
CITY OF LONG BEACH

6335 MYRTLE AVENUE

RONALD R. ARIAS HEALTH 

EQUITY CENTER, 11:00 AM

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2023

ETHICS COMMISSION 

MINUTES

Margo Morales, Chair
Barbara A. Pollack, Vice Chair
Raul Añorve, Commissioner
Lani De Benedictis, Commissioner

Luke Fiedler, Commissioner
J. P. Shotwell, Commissioner

Susan Wise, Commissioner

FINISHED AGENDA & MINUTES

SPECIAL MEETING (RETREAT)

CALL TO ORDER  (11:13 AM)

At 11:13 AM, Chair Morales called the meeting to order.

ROLL CALL  (11:13 AM)

Raúl Añorve, Lani De Benedictis, Luke Fiedler, J. P. Shotwell, 

Susan Wise, Barbara Pollack and Margo Morales

   Commissioners 

Present:

Also present: April Walker, Administrative Deputy City Manager; Julian Cernuda, Assistant to 

the City Manager; Heather Van Wijk, Ethics Officer; Taylor Anderson, Deputy City Attorney; 

Jonathan Nagayama, City Clerk Analyst.

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION  (11:13 AM)

Chair Morales spoke.

Julian Cernuda, Assistant to the City Manager, spoke.

Heather Van Wijk, Ethics Officer, spoke.

Chair Morales spoke.

Commissioner Fiedler spoke.
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Commissioner Añorve spoke.

Commissioner Shotwell spoke.

Teresa Gomez, Human Dignity Program Manager, spoke.

Commissioner Wise spoke.

Vice Chair Pollack spoke.

Commissioner De Benedictis spoke.

Julian Cernuda, Assistant to the City Manager, spoke.

Taylor Anderson, Deputy City Attorney, spoke.

Jonathan Nagayama, City Clerk Analyst, spoke.

Heather Van Wijk, Ethics Officer, spoke.

Chair Morales spoke.

Commissioner De Benedictis spoke.

Vice Chair Pollack spoke.

Commissioner Añorve spoke.

Commissioner Fiedler spoke.

Commissioner Shotwell spoke.

Commissioner Wise spoke.

Taylor Anderson, Deputy City Attorney, spoke.

Jonathan Nagayama, City Clerk Analyst, spoke.

Commissioner Fiedler spoke.

Taylor Anderson, Deputy City Attorney, spoke.
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Chair Morales spoke.

Julian Cernuda, Assistant to the City Manager, spoke.

1. 23-013EC Recommendation to discuss the Values Statement and Commission 

accomplishments. 

Heather Van Wijk, Ethics Officer, spoke; and presented the staff report.

Commissioner Wise spoke.

Chair Morales spoke.

Jonathan Nagayama, City Clerk Analyst, spoke.

Julian Cernuda, Assistant to the CIty Manager, spoke.

Commissioner Shotwell spoke.

Vice Chair Pollack spoke.

Commissioner Fiedler spoke.

Commissioner Wise spoke.

Commissioner Añorve spoke.

Chair Morales spoke.

Commissioner Fiedler spoke.

A dialogue ensued between Chair Morales and Commissioner Fiedler.

Commissioner Shotwell spoke.

A motion was made by Commissioner Añorve, seconded by 

Commissioner Wise, to approve recommendation.  The 

motion carried by the following vote:
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Yes: 7 - Raúl Añorve, Lani De Benedictis, Luke Fiedler, J. P. 

Shotwell, Susan Wise, Barbara Pollack and Margo Morales

2. 23-014EC Recommendation to discuss upcoming and annual Commission agenda 

items. 

Heather Van Wijk, Ethics Officer, spoke; and presented the staff report.

Vice Chair Pollack spoke.

Commissioner Wise spoke.

Commissioner Shotwell spoke.

Vice Chair Pollack spoke.

Chair Morales spoke.

A dialogue ensued among Chair Morales, Vice Chair Pollack, and 

Commissioner Shotwell.

Julian Cernuda, Assistant to the City Manager, spoke.

Chair Morales spoke.

Vice Chair Pollack spoke.

Commissioner Shotwell spoke.

Heather Van Wijk, Ethics Officer, spoke.

Commissioner De Benedictis spoke.

Commissioner Shotwell spoke.

Chair Morales spoke.

Commissioner Añorve spoke.

Chair Morales spoke.
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Commissioner Wise spoke.

Julian Cernuda, Assistant to the City Manager, spoke.

Vice Chair Pollack spoke.

Commissioner Shotwell spoke.

Chair Morales spoke.

Julian Cernuda, Assistant to the City Manager, spoke.

A dialogue ensued among Chair Morales, Commissioner Shotwell, and 

Julian Cernuda, Assistant to the City Manager.

Taylor Anderson, Deputy City Attorney, spoke.

Vice Chair Pollack spoke.

A dialogue ensued between Vice Chair Pollack, Commissioner Shotwell, 

and Taylor Anderson, Deputy City Attorney.

Chair Morales spoke.

Vice Chair Pollack spoke.

Taylor Anderson, Deputy City Attorney, spoke.

Commissioner Wise spoke.

Commissioner De Benedictis spoke.

A dialogue ensued between Commissioner Wise and Commissioner 

De Benedictis.

Chair Morales spoke.

Taylor Anderson, Deputy City Attorney, spoke.

Commissioner Shotwell spoke.
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Vice Chair Pollack spoke.

Chair Morales spoke.

A motion was made by Commissioner Shotwell, seconded by 

Commissioner Añorve, to approve recommendation.  The 

motion carried by the following vote:

Yes: 7 - Raúl Añorve, Lani De Benedictis, Luke Fiedler, J. P. 

Shotwell, Susan Wise, Barbara Pollack and Margo Morales

3. 23-015EC Recommendation to discuss the Action Plan deliverables prioritization. 

Heather Van Wijk, Ethics Officer, spoke.

Julian Cernuda, Assistant to the City Manager, spoke.

A discussion ensued among the Commission.

A motion was made by Commissioner Wise, seconded by 

Commissioner Fiedler, to approve recommendation.  The 

motion carried by the following vote:

Yes: 7 - Raúl Añorve, Lani De Benedictis, Luke Fiedler, J. P. 

Shotwell, Susan Wise, Barbara Pollack and Margo Morales

4. 23-016EC Recommendation to discuss the Commission’s plan to provide 

feedback on the Ethics Guide for Long Beach City Officials and 

Employees.  

Taylor Anderson, Deputy City Attorney, spoke.

Vice Chair Pollack spoke.

Commissioner Shotwell spoke.

A dialogue ensued between Vice Chair Pollack, Commissioner Shotwell, 

and Taylor Anderson, Deputy City Attorney.

Julian Cernuda, Assistant to the City Manager, spoke.
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Vice Chair Pollack spoke.

Taylor Anderson, Deputy City Attorney, spoke.

A dialogue ensued between Vice Chair Pollack and Taylor Anderson, 

Deputy City Attorney.

Commissioner Wise spoke.

A dialogue ensued between Commissioner Wise and Taylor Anderson, 

Deputy City Attorney.

Commissioner De Benedictis spoke.

Commissioner Wise spoke.

Vice Chair Pollack spoke.

Taylor Anderson, Deputy City Attorney, spoke.

Chair Morales spoke.

A dialogue ensued among Chair Morales, Vice Chair Pollack, 

Commissioner Wise, and Taylor Anderson, Deputy City Attorney.

April Walker, Administrative Deputy City Manager, spoke.

Commissioner Shotwell spoke.

Taylor Anderson, Deputy City Attorney, spoke.

A dialogue ensued between Commissioner Shotwell and Taylor Anderson, 

Deputy City Attorney.

A motion was made by Commissioner Fiedler, seconded by 

Commissioner De Benedictis, to approve recommendation.  

The motion carried by the following vote:

Yes: 7 - Raúl Añorve, Lani De Benedictis, Luke Fiedler, J. P. 

Shotwell, Susan Wise, Barbara Pollack and Margo Morales
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5. 23-017EC Recommendation to discuss opportunities for the Commission to 

provide policy recommendations regarding local elections. 

Chair Morales spoke.

Taylor Anderson, Deputy City Attorney, spoke.

Vice Chair Pollack spoke.

Taylor Anderson, Deputy City Attorney, spoke.

Jonathan Nagayama, City Clerk Analyst, spoke.

A dialogue ensued between Vice Chair Pollack, Taylor Anderson, Deputy 

City Attorney, and Jonathan Nagayama, City Clerk Analyst.

A motion was made by Commissioner Wise, seconded by 

Commissioner De Benedictis, to approve recommendation.  

The motion carried by the following vote:

Yes: 7 - Raúl Añorve, Lani De Benedictis, Luke Fiedler, J. P. 

Shotwell, Susan Wise, Barbara Pollack and Margo Morales

6. 23-018EC Recommendation to discuss anticipated 2023 Ad Hoc Committees. 

Chair Morales spoke.

Commissioner De Benedictis spoke.

Julian Cernuda, Assistant City Manager, spoke.

Taylor Anderson, Deputy City Attorney, spoke.

April Walker, Administrative Deputy City Manager, spoke.

Chair Morales spoke.

A motion was made by Commissioner Shotwell, seconded by 

Commissioner Fiedler, to approve recommendation.  The 

motion carried by the following vote:
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Yes: 7 - Raúl Añorve, Lani De Benedictis, Luke Fiedler, J. P. 

Shotwell, Susan Wise, Barbara Pollack and Margo Morales

Chair Morales declared a recess at 1:40 PM.

Chair Morales called the meeting back to order at 1:50 PM.

7. 23-019EC Recommendation to receive and file an update from the Ethics Officer.

Heather Van Wijk, Ethics Officer, spoke.

Commissioner Wise spoke.

Julian Cernuda, Assistant to the CIty Manager, spoke.

April Walker, Administrative Deputy City Manager, spoke.

Chair Morales spoke.

A motion was made by Commissioner Wise, seconded by 

Commissioner Añorve, to approve recommendation.  The 

motion carried by the following vote:

Yes: 7 - Raúl Añorve, Lani De Benedictis, Luke Fiedler, J. P. 

Shotwell, Susan Wise, Barbara Pollack and Margo Morales

PUBLIC COMMENT  (1:52 PM)

There was no public comment.

ANNOUNCEMENTS  (1:52 PM)

There were no announcements.

ADJOURNMENT  (1:52 PM)

At 1:52 PM, there being no objection, Chair Morales declared the meeting adjourned.
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NOTE:

If written language translation of the Commission agenda and minutes for non-English 

speaking persons is desired, please make your request by phone to the Office of the City 

Clerk at (562) 570-6101, 72 business hours prior to the Commission meeting.

Kung nais ang pagsasalin ng nakasulat na wika ng agenda ng Komisyon at ang minutes 

para sa mga taong hindi nagsasalita ng Ingles, mangyaring isagawa ang iyong hiling sa 

pamamagitan ng telepono sa Opisina ng Clerk ng Lungsod sa (562) 570-6101, 72 oras ng 

negosyo bago ang pagpupulong ng Commission. 

Si desea obtener la traducción escrita en otro idioma de la agenda y actas de la comisión 

para personas que no hablan inglés, haga su solicitud por teléfono a la Oficina de la

Secretaría Municipal al (562) 570-6101, 72 horas hábiles antes de la reunión de la 

comisión.
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