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Subject: Save El Dorado Nature Center! 

Letter: Greetings, 

I just signed the following petition addressed to: Long Beach City Council 
Members and City Staff. 

---------------- 
Save El Dorado Nature Center! 

The 2012-13 budget currently before Long Beach City Council proposes 
devastating cuts from El Dorado Nature Center's budget, slashing a 
significant portion of its total operating budget used for staffing, 
educational programming, community outreach, and habitat protection. 
For the following reasons, we urge City staff and City Council members to 
look critically at the proposed budget and find other means to balance the 
budget: 

El Dorado Nature Center is a unique resource. 
Considered widely as the "jewel" of Long Beach, the Nature Center is a 
priceless oasis for both wildlife and people throughout Southern California. 
With over 100 acres of natural habitat, carefully restored ecosystems, 
accessible trails, and an educational visitor center available to one and all, 
it i s  not only an irreplaceable marvel that Long Beach city can be truly 
proud of, but also serves as a shining example of just what is possible in 
terms of natural settings coexisting with urban development. 

El Dorado Nature Center serves as a hub for environmental education. 
Over 150,000 people visit the center annually, walking the trails, observing 
wildlife, or taking part in one of the more than 650 tours, classes or events 
offered. The Nature Center also hosts over 25,000 school children every 
year for school field trips guided by highly educated and certified 
naturalist staff. These hands-on tours promote environmental 
stewardship and are aligned to the California state educational standards 
and, for many urban children, serve as their very first experiences with 
nature. 

El Dorado Nature Center serves a diverse population. 
One of the priorities stated by city staff during the budgeting process has 
been to preserve free and subsidized programming for high-need and at- 




















































