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CONTRACT FOR CONTINUUM OF CARE
33999

THIS CONTRACT FOR CONTINUUM OF CARE PROGRAM (this

“Contract”) is made and entered into, in duplicate, as of July 31, 2015 for reference
purposes only, pursuant to a minute order adopted by the City Council of the City of Long
Beach at its meeting on September 8, 2014, by and between UNITED STATES
VETERANS INITIATIVE, a California nonprofit corporation ("Organization”), whose
address is 2001 River Avenue, Long Beach, California 90810, and the CITY OF LONG
BEACH, a municipal corporation (the "City").

WHEREAS, the City has received a grant from the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development ("HUD"} called the "Continuum of Care Program" which
deals with the needs of the homeless; and

WHEREAS, Organization provides one or more of the following: transitional
housing, permanent housing, human or social services to low-income and homeless
residents; and

WHEREAS, as part of the 2014 Continuum of Care Program Grant
Agreement ("Grant Agreement”), the City is required to enter into subcontracts with
organizations that provide housing and supportive services to the homeless and the City
has selected Organization as a sub-recipient of grant funds; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has authorized the City Manager to enter into a
contract with Organization that provides the grant funding within a maximum amount and
program accountability by the City;

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the terms and conditions contained
herein, the parties agree as follows:

Section 1. The above recitals are true and correct and the Grant

Agreement is incorporated herein by this reference. Organization shall comply fully with

| the Grant Agreement.
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Section 2.

A. Organization shall provide supportive services in conjunction
with housing, outreach and assessment, transitional housing and supportive
services, and permanent housing or permanent supportive housing to meet the
long-term needs of the homeless in accordance with the Grant Agreement,
Attachment "A" entitled "Scope of Work", Attachment "B" entitled "Budget”,
Attachment "C" entitled "Compliance with Federal Regulations”, Attachment “D”
entitled “Office of Management and Budget (“OMB") Uniform Administrative
Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards”, also
known as the OMB Super Circular (which supersedes requirements from OMB
Circular A-110, A-122 and A-133), Attachment “E” entitled “Health Information in
Compliance with the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996
(HIPAA) and the Health Information Technology for Economic and Clinical Health
Act (HITECH Act) Business Associate Agreement”, Attachment “F” entitled
“Certification Regarding Debarment”, and Attachment "G" entitled "Certification
Regarding Lobbying", all of which are attached hereto and incorporated by this
reference, and the Long Beach Continuum of Care Grants Guidelines, which have
been provided to Organization and are incorporated by this reference.

B. Organization shall be responsible for adherence to all policies,
procedures, rules and regulations as noted in sources including but not limited to
HUD Continuum of Care NOFA (Notice of Funding Availability), OMB Circulars,
Code of Federal Regulations, United States Codes, Long Beach Continuum of Care
Grants Guidelines, this Contract, the City of Long Beach Consolidated Plan, the
Grant Agreement, the Request for Proposal ("RFP”) and Organization’s proposal in
response to the RFP. In addition to and without in any way limiting the foregoing,
Organization shall comply with all taws and regulations set forth in 24 CFR Part 578.

Section 3. The term of this Contract shall be the Operational Year

beginning on July 1, 2015 and ending on June 30, 2016, including an additional 6-month
2
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post-operational period, unless sooner terminated as provided herein.

Section 4.

A Organization shall affirmatively and aggressively use its best
efforts to seek and obtain all possible outside funding, cash and/or in-kind match at
the rate required by 24 CFR 578, and mainstream resources available to continue
the services identified in this Contract. Further, Organization shall maintain cash
reserves equivalent to three (3) months of funding necessary to provide services
under this Contract.

B. Total disbursements made to Organization under this Contract
by the City shall not exceed Three Hundred Forty-Nine Thousand Two Hundred One
Dollars ($349,201) over the term of this Contract. Upon execution of this Contract,
the City shall disburse funds payable hereunder in due course of payments following
receipt from Organization of billing statements in a form approved by the City
showing expenditures and costs identified in Attachment "B".

C. The City shall pay to Organization the amounts specified in
Attachment "B"” for the categories, criteria and rates established in that Attachment.
Organization may, with the prior written approval of the Director of the City's
Department of Health and Human Services, or his designee, make adjustments
within and among the categories of expenditures in Attachment "B"; provided,
however, that such adjustment(s) shall not cause the amount of the total budget
stated in Attachment "B" to be exceeded.

D. Organization shall prepare monthly invoices and submit them
to the City within fifteen (15) days after the end of the month in which Organization
provided services. Organization shall attach cancelled checks and other
documentation supporting the charges and the amount of required matching funds
to each invoice. Failure to submit an invoice and its accompanying documentation
within the 15-day period may result in late payment from the City. Submission of

incorrect invoices or inadequate documentation shall result in the suspension of
3
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payment from the City. The City reserves the right to refuse payment of an invoice
(a) received by it thirty (30) days after Organization provided the services relating to
that invoice; (b) including inallocable or ineligible expenses; or (c) for the
unauthorized expense of funds requiring written approval for budget changes or
modifications.

E. Within thirty (30) days of the date of this Contract first stated
herein, Organization shall submit to the City invoices, cancelled checks and other
documentation supporting the charges incurred and required matching funds for all
expenses incurred prior to the date of this Contract and related to this grant of funds.

F. The City closes its fiscal year during the months of August and
September; Organization acknowledges and agrees that the City’s payment of
invoices will be slightly slower during that time.

G. No later than thirty (30) days after the completion of the
Operational Year during the term of this Contract, Organization shall submit to the
City a final invoice and APR certified by one of Organization's officers or by its
Executive Director. The City reserves the right to refuse payment of any outstanding
invoice if Organization fails to submit a final invoice, or certified APR within thirty
(30) days of the end of the Operational Year.

H. If the City is unable to draw down funds from HUD for
reimbursement to Organization due to failure of Organization to submit required
fiscal and programmatic documents within thirty (30) days after the end of the
Operational Year, the City cannot guarantee payment to Organization. The City will
not be obligated to pay Organization for costs incurred unless HUD releases funds
to the City. For this reason, failure of Organization to submit the final invoice and
certified APR within thirty (30) days after the end of the Operational Year may result
in loss of reimbursement of funds.

I The City reserves the right to withhold payment of an invoice

pending satisfactory completion of an audit, as determined by the City in its sole
4
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discretion, or Organization's cure of a breach of this Contract, as determined by the
City in its sole discretion, after being notified of such breach by the City.

J. All reimbursement by the City is contingent upon the City's
receipt of funds from HUD. The City reserves the right to refuse payment of an
invoice until such time as it receives funds from HUD sufficient to cover the
expenses in the invoice.

Section 5.

A. Organization's records relating to the performance of this
Contract shall be kept in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles
and in the manner prescribed by the City. Organization's records shall be current
and complete. The City and HUD, and their respective representatives, shall have
the right to examine, copy, inspect, extract from, and audit financial and other
records related, directly or indirectly, to this Contract during Organization’s normal
business hours to include announced and unannounced site visits during the term
of the Contract and thereafter. If examination of these financial and other records
by the City and/or HUD reveals that Organization has not used these grant funds
for the purposes and on the conditions stated in this Contract, then Organization
covenants, agrees to and shall immediately repay all or that portion of the grant
funds which were improperly used. If Organization is unable to repay all or that
portion of the grant funds, then the City will terminate all activities of Organization
under this Contract and pursue appropriate legal action to collect the funds.
Alternatively, to the extent the City has been refusing payment of any invoices, the
City may continue to withhold such funds equal to the amount of improperly used
grant funds, regardless of whether the funds being withheld by the City were
improperly used.

B. In addition, Organization shall provide any information that the
City Auditor and other City representatives require in order to monitor and evaluate

Organization's performance hereunder. The City reserves the right to review and
5

LTv:bg A15-01879
LMApps\ClyLaw32WWPDocs\DO13\P024\ 00555835, docx




OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY
CHARLES PARKIN, City Attormey
333 West Ocean Boulevard, 11th Floor

Lona Beach. CA S0802-4564

w @ =~ & o b W PN e

[ ST % T N T N T N TR N T N S N T N T N N N e e
m o~ O U b W N e O W o m - 3O O B W M e O

request copies of all documentation related, directly or indirectly, to the program
funded by this Contract, including by way of example but not limited to, case files,
program files, policies and procedures. Organization shall provide all reports,
documents or information requested by the City within three (3) days after receipt of
a written or oral request from a City representative, uniess a longer period of time is
otherwise expressly stated by the representative.

C. Organization shall comply with HUD's Homeless Management
Information System (HMIS) requirements and ensure full participation in the City's
HMIS. Organizations that provide domestic viclence and legal services have been
permitted by HUD to use a comparable database to capture required data elements
that comply with HMIS data and HUD reporting requirements.

D. If Organization spends Seven Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars
($750,000) or more in Federal funds in an Operational Year, then Organization shall
submit an audit report to the City in accordance with OMB Super Circular no later
than thirty (30) days after receipt of the audit report from Organization’s auditor or
no later than nine (9) months after the end of the Operational Year, whichever is
earlier. If Organization spends less than Seven Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars
($750,000) in Federal grant funds in an Operational Year, submission of the audited
financial statement is required.

Section 6.

A, Organization will maintain the confidentiality of records
pertaining to any individual or family that was provided family violence prevention or
treatment services through the project.

B. The address or location of any family violence project assisted
with grant funds will not be made public, except with written authorization of the
person responsible for the operation of such project.

C. Organization will establish policies and practices that are

consistent with, and do not restrict, the exercise of rights provided by subtitle B of
6
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title VII of the Homeless Emergency Assistance and Rapid Transition to Housing
(HEARTH) Act and other laws relating to the provision of educational and related
services to individuals and families experiencing homelessness.

D. In the case of a project that provides housing or services to
families, Organization will designate a staff person to be responsible for ensuring
that children being served in the program are enrolied in school and connected to
appropriate services in the community, including early childhood programs such as
Head Start, part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, and programs
authorized under subtitle B of title VIl of the Act.

E. Organization, it officers, and employees are not debarred or
suspended from doing business with the Federal Government.

F. Organization will provide information, such as data and reports,
as required by HUD.

Section 7.

A. In the performance of this Contract, Organization shall not
discriminate against any employee, applicant for employment or service, or
subcontractor because of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity, AIDS, HIV Status, AIDS related condition, age, disability
or handicap. Organization shall take affirmative action to assure that applicants are
employed or served, and that employees and applicants are treated during
employment or services without regard to these categories. Such action shall
include but not be limited to the following: employment, upgrading, demotion or
transfer; recruitment or recruitment advertising; layoff or termination; rates of pay or
other forms of compensation; and selection for training, including apprenticeship.

B. Organization shall permit access by the City or any other
agency of the County, State or Federal governments to Organization's records of
employment, employment advertisements, application forms and other pertinent

data and records for the purpose of investigation to ascertain compliance with the
7
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fair employment practices provisions of this Contract.

Section 8.

A. In performing services hereunder, Organization is and shall act
as an independent contractor and not as an employee, representative, or agent of
the City. Organization's obligations to and authority from the City are solely as
prescribed in this Contract. Organization expressly warrants that it will not, at any
time, hold itself out or represent that Organization or any of its agents, volunteers,
subscribers, members, officers or employees are in any manner officials, employees
or agents of the City. Organization shall not have any authority to bind the City for
any purpose.

B. Organization acknowledges and agrees that (a) the City will not
withhold taxes of any kind from Organization's compensation, (b) the City will not
secure workers' compensation or pay unemployment insurance to, for or on
Organization's behalf, and (c) the City will not provide, and Organization and
Organization's employees are not entitled to any of the usual and customary rights,
benefits or privileges of City employees.

Section 9. This Contract contemplates the personal services of
Organization and Organization's employees. Organization shall not delegate its duties or
assign its rights hereunder, or any interest therein or any portion thereof, without the prior
written consent of the City. Any attempted assignment or delegation shall be void, and any
assignee or delegate shall acquire no right or interest by reason of such attempted
assignment or delegation.

Section 10. Organization shall indemnify and hold harmless the City, its
Boards, Commissions, and their officials, employees and agents {collectively in this Section
“City”) against any and all liability, claims, demands, damage, causes of action,
proceedings, penalties, loss, costs, and expenses (including attorney's fees, court costs,
and expert and witness fees) (collectively “Claims” or individually “Claim”) arising, directly

or indirectly, out of any negligent act or omission of Organization, its officers, employees,
8
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agents, subcontractors or anyone under Organization's control {collectively “Indemnitor”),
breach of this Contract by Organization, misrepresentation or willful misconduct by
Indemnitor, and Claims by any employee of Indemnitor relating in any way to workers’
compensation. Independent of the duty to indemnify and as a free-standing duty on the
part of Organization, Organization shall defend the City and shall continue such defense
until the Claim is resolved, whether by settlement, judgment or otherwise. Organization
shall notify the City of any Claim within ten (10) days. Likewise, the City shall notify
Organization of any Claim, shall tender the defense of the Claim to Organization, and shall
assist Organization, as may be reasonably requested, in such defense.
Section 11.

A. Organization shall procure and maintain at Organization's
expense (which expense may be submitted to the City for reimbursement from grant
funds allocated to Organization if itemized on Attachment "B") for the duration of this
Contract the following insurance and bond against claims for injuries to persons or
damage to property that may arise from or in connection with the performance of
this Contract by Organization, its agents, representatives, employees, volunteers or
subcontractors.

(1) Commercial general liability insurance (equivalent in scope
to 1ISO form CG 00 01 11 85 or CG 00 01 1093) in an amount not less than
One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) per occurrence and Two Million Dollars
($2,000,000) general aggregate. Such coverage shall include but not be
limited to broad form contractual liability, cross-liability, independent
contractors liability, and products and completed operations liability. The
City, its Boards and Commission, and their officials, employees and agents
shall be named as additional insureds by endorsement (on the City's
endorsement form or on an endorsement equivalent in scope to ISO form CG
20 10 11 85 or CG 20 26 11 85), and this insurance shall contain no special

limitations on the scope of protection given to the City, its Boards and
9
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Commission, and their officials, employees and agents.

(2) Workers' Compensation insurance as required by the
California Labor Code.

(3) Employer's liability insurance in an amount not less than
One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) per claim.

{4) Professional liability or errors and omissions insurance in
an amount not less than One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) per claim.

(5) Commercial automobile liability insurance (equivalent in
scope to ISO form CA 00 01 06 92), covering Auto Symbol 1 (Any Auto) in an
amount not less than Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000) combined
single limit per accident.

(6) Blanket Honesty Bond in an amount equal to at least fifty
percent (50%) of the total amount to be disbursed to Organization hereunder
or Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars ($25,000), whichever is less, to safeguard
the proper handling of funds by employees, agents or representatives of
Organization who sign as the maker of checks or drafts or in any manner
authorize the disbursement or expenditure of said funds.

If delivering services to mineors, seniors, or persons with disabilities,
Organization's Commercial General Liability insurance shall not exclude coverage
for abuse and molestation. If Organization is unable to provide abuse and
molestation coverage, it can request a waiver of this coverage from the City. The
City's Risk Manager will consider waiving the requirement if Organization can
demonstrate to the satisfaction of the City’s Risk Manager that Organization has no
exposure, that the coverage is unavailable, or that the coverage is unaffordable. If
a request for a waiver is desired, Organization must submit a signed document on
Organization's letterhead to the Director of the City’s Department of Health and
Human Services, who will forward it to the City’s Risk Manager, providing reasons

why the insurance coverage should be waived. Waivers will be considered on a
10
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case by case basis.

B. | Any self-insurance program, self-insured retention, or
deductible must be separately approved in writing by the City’'s Risk Manager or
his/her designee and shall protect the City, its Boards and Commission, and their
officials, employees and agents in the same manner and to the same extent as they
would have been protected had the policy or policies not contained retention or
deductible provisions. Each insurance policy shall be endorsed to state that
coverage shall not be reduced, non-renewed, or canceled except after thirty (30)
days prior written notice to the City, and shall be primary and not contributing to any
other insurance or self-insurance maintained by the City. Organization shall notify
the City in writing within five (5) days after any insurance required herein has been
voided by the insurer or cancelled by the insured.

C. Organization shall require that all contractors and
subcontractors that Organization uses in the performance of services under this
Contract maintain insurance in compliance with this Section unless otherwise
agreed in writing by the City's Risk Manager or his/her designee.

D. Prior to the start of performance or payment of first invoice,
Organization shall deliver to the City certificates of insurance and required
endorsements for approval as to sufficiency and form. The certificate and
endorsements for each insurance policy shall contain the original signature of a
person authorized by that insurer to bind coverage on its behalf. In addition,
Organization, shall, within thirty (30) days prior to expiration of this insurance, furnish
to the City certificates of insurance and endorsements evidencing renewal of the
insurance. The City reserves the right to require complete certified copies of all
policies of Organization and Organization's contractors and subcontractors, at any
time. Organization shall make available to the City's Risk Manager or his/her
designee during nommal business hours all books, records and other information

relating to the insurance coverage required herein.
11
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E. Any modification or waiver of these insurance requirements
shall only be made with the approval of the City’s Risk Manager or his/her designee.
Not more frequently than once a year, the City’s Risk Manager or his/her designee
may require that Organization, Organization’s contractors and subcontractors
change the amount, scope or types of coverages if, in his or her sole opinion, the
amount, scope, or types of coverages herein are not adequate.

F. The procuring or existence of insurance shall not be construed
or deemed as a limitation on liability relating to Organization's performance or as full
performance of or compliance with the indemnification provisions of this Contract.

Section 12.

A. Organization certifies that, if grant funds are used for
renovation or conversion of the building for which the grant funds will be used, then
the building must be maintained as a shelter for or provide supportive services to
homeless individuals for not less than ten (10) years nor more than fifteen (15) years
according to a written determination delivered to Organization by the City, and such
determination shall state when the applicable period of time shall commence and
terminate in accordance with 24 CFR Part 578.81.

B. Organization certifies that the building for which the grant funds
will be used for supportive services, assessment and/or homeless prevention
services shall be maintained as a shelter or provider of programs for homeless
individuals during the term of this Contract.

C. Organization shall comply with all requirements of the City's
Municipal Code relating to building code standards in undertaking any activities or
renovations using grant funds.

D. Organization shall not commence services until the City's
Development Services has completed an environmental review under 24 CFR Part
50, and Organization shall not commence such services until the City informs

Organization of the completion and conditions of said environmental review,
12
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E. Organization shall provide reports as required by the City and
HUD and as required in this Contract and applicable laws and regulations.

F. In addition to, and not in substitution for, other terms of this
Contract regarding the provision of services or the payment of operating costs for
supportive services only or housing pursuant to 24 CFR Part 578, and except as
described in Section 12.G below, Organization shall not:

(1)  Represent that it is, or may be deemed to be, a religious
or denominational institution or organization or an organization operated for
religious purposes that is supervised or controlled by or in connection with a
religious or denominational institution or organization.

(2) In connection with costs of services hereunder, engage
in the following conduct:

(a) discriminate against any employee or applicant
for employment on the basis of religion,;

(b)  discriminate against any person seeking housing
or related supportive services only on the basis of religion and will not
limit such services or give preference to persons on the basis of
religion;

{cy provide religious instruction or counseling,
conduct religious worship or services, engage in religious
proselytizing, or exert other religious influence in the provision of
services or the use of facilities and furnishings;

(3)y In the portion of the facility used for housing or
supportive services only assisted in whole or in part under this Contract or in
which services are provided that are assisted under this Contract, contain
sectarian religious symbols or decorations.

G. Organizations that are religious or faith-based are eligible, on

the same basis as any other organization, to participate in the Continuum of Care
13
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Homeless Assistance program. However, an organization that participates in a

HUD funded program shall comply with the following provisions if it is deemed to be

a religious or faith-based organization.

LTV:bg A15-01878

(1)  Organization may not engage in inherently religious
activities, such as worship, religious instruction, or proselytization, as part of
the programs or services funded under this Contract.

If Organization conducts such activities, the activities must be
offered separately, in time or location, from the programs or services funded
under this Contract, and participation must be voluntary for the beneficiaries
of the HUD funded programs or services.

{2) A religious or faith-based organization will retain its
independence from Federal, State, and local governments, and may continue
to carry out its mission, including the definition, practice, and expression of
its religious beliefs, provided that it does not use direct HUD funds to support
any inherently religious activities, such as worship, religious instruction, or
proselytization.

A religious or faith-based organization may use space in their
facilities to provide HUD funded services, without removing religious art,
icons, scriptures, or other religious symbols.

A religious or faith-based organization retains its authority over
its internal governance, and it may retain religious terms in its organization’s
name, select its board members on a religious basis, and include religious
references in its organization's mission statements and other governing
documents.

{3) A religious or faith-based organization shall not, in
providing program assistance, discriminate against a program beneficiary or
prospective program beneficiary on the basis of religion or religious belief.

(4) HUD funds may not be used for the acquisition,
14
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construction or rehabilitation of structures to the extent that those structures
are used for inherently religious activities.

HUD funds may be used for the acquisition, construction, or
rehabilitation of structures only to the extent that those structures are used
for conducting eligible activities under this Section. Where a structure is used
for both eligible and inherently religious activities, HUD funds may not exceed
the cost of those portions of the acquisition, construction, or rehabilitation that
are attributable to eligible activities in accordance with the cost accounting
requirements applicable to HUD funds herein. Sanctuaries, chapels, or other
rooms that a HUD funded religious congregation uses as its principal place
of worship, however, are ineligible for HUD funded improvements.
Disposition of real property after the term of the grant, or any change in use
of the property during the term of the grant, is subject to government-wide
regulations governing real property dispositions.

H. Organization shall provide homeless individuals and/or families
with assistance in obtaining:

(1)  Appropriate supportive services, including transitional
housing, permanent housing, physical health treatment, mental health
treatment, counseling, supervision and other services essential for achieving
independent living; and

(2) Other Federal, State, and local private assistance
available for such individuals, including mainstream resources.

I Organization certifies that it will comply with all documents,
policies, procedures, rules, regulations and codes identified in Sections 2 and 12 of
this Contract and such other requirements as from time to time may be promulgated
by HUD.

J. Organization shall execute a Certification Regarding

Debarment in the form shown on Attachment “F".
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GFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY
Lono Beach. CA 90802-4864

CHARLES PARKIN, City Attorney
333 West Ocean Boulevard, 11th Floor

K. Organization shall execute a Certification Regarding Lobbying
in the form shown on Attachment "G".

Section 13. Organization certifies that it has established a Drug-Free
Awareness Program in compliance with Government Code Section 8355, that it has given
a copy of said Program to each employee who performs services hereunder, that
compliance with the Program is a condition of employment, and that it has published a
statement notifying employees that unlawful manufacture, distribution, dispensation,
possession or use of a controlled substance is prohibited and action will be taken for
violation.

Section 14. The City shall facilitate the submission of all reports required by
HUD based on information submitted by Organization to the City. The City shall act as the
primary contact for Organization to HUD for services provided under this Contract. The
City shall facilitate directly to HUD the submission of any information related to all financial
and programmatic matters in this Contract, including but not limited to reimbursements of
grant funds, requests for changes to Organization’s budget, requests for changes to
Organization’s application for grant funds and requests for changes to Organization’s
Technical Submission.

Section 15. All notices given heretunder this Contract shall be in writing and
personally delivered or deposited in the U.S. Postal Service, certified mail, return receipt
requested, to the City at 2525 Grand Avenue, Long Beach, California 90815 Aftn:
Homeless Services Officer, and to Organization at the address first stated above. Notice
shall be deemed given on the date personal delivery is made or the date shown on the
return receipt, whichever is earlier. Notice of change of address shall be given in the same
manner as stated for other notices.

Section 16. The City Manager or his/her designee is authorized to
administer this Contract and all related matters, and any decision of the City Manager or
his/her designee in connection with this Contract shall be final.

Section 17. Organization shall have the right to terminate this Contract at
16
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any time for any reason by giving ninety (90) days prior notice of termination to the City,
and the City shall have the right to terminate all or any part of this Contract at any time for
any reason or no reason by giving five (5) days prior notice to Organization. If either party
terminates this Contract, all funds held by Organization under this Contract which have not
been spent on the date of termination shall be returned to the City.

Section 18. This Contract, including all exhibits and attachments hereto,
constitutes the entire understanding of the parties and supersedes all other agreements,
oral or written, with respect to the subject matter herein.

Section 19. This Contract shall not be amended, nor any provision or
breach hereof waived, except in writing by the parties that expressly refers to this Contract.

Section 20. The acceptance of any service or payment of any money by the
City shall not operate as a waiver of any provision of this Contract, or of any right to
damages or indemnity stated herein. The waiver of any breach of this Contract shall not
constitute a waiver of any other or subsequent breach of this Contract.

Section 21. This Contract shall be governed by and construed pursuant to
the laws of the State of California, without regard to conflicts of law principles.

Section 22. In the event of any conflict or ambiguity between this Contract
and one or more attachments, the provisions of this Contract shall govern.

i
1
i
i
i
i
i
i
i

i
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have signed this document with all the

formalities required by law as of the date first stated above.

UNITED STATES VETERANS
INITIATIVE, a California nonprofit
corporation

? &£M§” 4 , 2015 éﬁ/y ot
i ¢ %éé@/ H. Kol

ﬁ S / ! 7 :
7 # i
g , 2015 y Batd VIEGridhs
! f . s [ % Tl Do i

*Organization”

CITY OF LONG BEACH, a municipal

: corporation EXECUTED PURSUANT
e TO SECTICON 301 OF
; ; ?/} 2015 By 7 IS A e Y CHARTER.

City Manager
Assistant Clty Manager
“City” »
This Contract is approved as to form on 4 / { , 2015.

L

CHARLES PARKIN,}@ Attorney

By
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City of Long Beach
2014 Continuum of Care (CoC) Program

Scope of Work
Agency: United States Veterans Initiative Project Name: Cabrillo Plaza PHD
HUD Grant: CA0625U9D061407 CLB Contract: PENDING

Program Objective: Cabrillo Plaza PHD is a PSH project that provides service-enriched housing for 34 homeless
disabled veterans (male or female) located at the Villages at Cabrillo campus. With US VETS as the dedicate
provider of veteran services for the Long Beach CoC, this project has been and remains a key part of the CoC’s
effort to meet the nation’s priority to end veteran homelessness by 2015. The project utilizes a Housing First strategy
to specifically target chronically homeless veterans who are unsheltered in the Long Beach area. Current turnover of
PH units are prioritized for this CH population. ‘

This PHD project coordinates efforts with the Long Beach centralized assessment system based at the Multi-Center
Service. Veterans who are prioritized as “High Need” through the assessment and meet the chronically homeless
definition are referred for placement in the project. The project participates in HMIS ensuring data is complete and
accurate.

Veterans served typically are long term substance abusers, have mental illness and physical disabilities or are dually
diagnosed, all of which are exacerbated by homelessness. Income is often very low or non-existent. Case
management is provided through the clinical team composed of the Clinical Director, Program Coordinator and a VA
Case Manager. Guided by this team, each veteran develops a client-centered service plan with short and long-term
goals and objectives, including a pathway to greater self-sufficiency. Each veteran meets with an on-site Case
Manager on a regular basis to track progress, agree upon service plan modifications, and set new goals and
activities. Leveraged services include moving costs, utility deposits, case management, outreach, transportation,
and housing search and US VETS collaborates with the Long Beach VA for health care and treatment, Legal Aid
Foundation for legal services, and local food banks. Match funds are provided through a service agreement through
Century Villages at Cabrillo private funding to provide supportive services to include case management. Operations
activities are provided through in-kind property management services from Century as leverage.

The project is located within the Villages at Cabrillo residential planned community. Available on site are
job/vocational training programs, a dining hall, community college courses, and a career center. Additional space
provides outdoor recreational space and buildings where services, counseling and group meetings are held. There
are grocery stores within a half-mile of the site, and a bus stop within two blocks of the site which provides access to
broader community amenities within Long Beach.

Key outcomes of the program focus on HUD required outcomes including 88% housing retention or transition to a
other stable permanent housing (subsidized or unsubsidized), 80% total income (all sources) maintenance or
increased, and 88% six-month housing retention.

Additional HEARTH Act and Long Beach Continuum of Care (CoC) Compliance Requirements

The agency will participate in community outreach and engagement activities and link participants to the broader
base of CoC programs and services. The agency will participate in the Long Beach CoC Centralized and
Coordinated Assessment System through the Multi-Service Center, which coordinates intake, assessment, and
provision of referral services. The agency will conduct an annual evaluation of all program participants and
determine the need for ongoing housing subsidies and/or supportive services to help participants achieve greater
levels of independence and to re-integrate into their community. The agency will fill vacancies within 5 business
days.

Project Outcomes/Performance Measures

Universe # Target # Target %

Persons remaining in permanent housing as of
the end of the operating year or exiting
permanent housing (subsidized or unsubsidized)
during the operating year.

34 30 88%

Persons age 18 and older who maintained or
2 lincreased their total income (from all sources) as 34 27 79%
of the end of the operating year or program exit.

The % of persons (Adults) who remained in the
permanent housing program (subsidized or
unsubsidized) for 181 days (6-months) or longer
as of the end of the operating year.

34 30 88%

Note: Universe number reflects project participant chart PIT
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Lermanent Housing (PH) Case Munager

This position reports directly to the PH Coordinator and Clinical Director. The Permanent
Housing Case Manager is responsible for providing guidance fo Jormerly liomeless velerans fo
acliieve their highest fevel of independeiice. Case Management is a collaborative process
which assesyes, pluns, implements, coordinates, mignitors, nud evainates the sefection of
services fo optimally meet eacl individual homeless veterans needs,

Job Responsibilities

&

® @8 B @ # & B

Assesses the appropriatencss of veterans referied to the program. This assessment {ncludes sny problems,
needs, or barriers identificd in the following areas: Rinployment, Housing, Financial, Sobriety, Legal,
PamilyfSotial, and Medical/Psychiatric

Facilitate intaks process

Cullaborates with veterans to complete benchmarks (goals and objectives) and un Individual Action Plan o
plan for the veteran’s geals and transition

Assists veterans with transition to permanert or long-term housing

Ensures all required docncnis are present, complete, signed by the veteran and case manager, and placed
in the correct order in bisfher filo

Mects with each veteran in caseload regularly to review progress and documents whenever outcomes of
benchmarks are achieved, reassossed, ar ongoing and revises plan accord ingly

Completes discharge summaries documenting all progress toward benchmarks, date of discharge, and
disposition of the veteran

Assists in quality menagement activities, data collection, and proparing réports

Facilitaies groups or classes. i.e., Subsiance Abuse Bducation, Group Process, Monoy Manugoment, SILS,
Transition, efc,; in at least one of the benclunark areas

Help conduet random drug and alcohol serecnings

Muintain confidential and thorough elicnt records

Performs other duties as required

Bachelor’s Degree required in Social Service or rehated field, 0o substitutions

Sireng oraland written communication skills

Professional manner and appearance

Expericnce working with homeless and/or veterans a plus

Ability to work indépendently and within a team

Ability to take direction

Abliity to work effectively with diverse group of clients, staff, and comm unity members




CLINICAL PIRECTOR
{formally Program Director)
Villages at Cabrillo

Bnties and Responsibilities

Reports to the Site Director. Implements, and manages programs that provide substanec
abuse weatment and clinical counseling (o veterans al Villages at Cabrillo. Coordinates
with Workforce Development Director for Employinent Services.

1} Clinical proprams at Villages at Cabtillo include:

¢ Residential Substance Abuse Treatment Program
*  ADVANCE job reentry program

= VIP job reentry program

= Shelter Plus Care Seniors Program

* Veterans Transitional Housing

®  Cabrillo Plaza Permanent Housing Pragram

Responsibilities include: Iinforce program policies and procedures, supervise Veterans
Initiative Case Managers, monitor expenses, supervise evaluation of veterans for
discharge into ADVANCE and VIP Programs (Jobs program), and transitional housing at
Cabriilo, communily outreach, resource development, liaison with Long Beach VA,

1) Coordinate Residential Treatment services with Long Heach VAMC Staff,

2) Identify funding resources, write propasals and implement programs with Ureg
McCormack and Program Administrator,

3) Develop relationships with local social setvice agencies to provide services as necded,
4) Coordinate services with other Cabrillo providers.

5) Supervise and train AmeriCorps members within the Clinical Departments.

6) Organize monthly statistics, analyze, and develop needed resources with the Program
Administrator.

7} In association with Greg McCormack, coordinate the needs of the Quireach team and
site at our programs at Friday Manaper's Meeting.

Oualifientions

* Bachelor's Degree a must, Masters preferred * Strong interpersonal skills
* Stwrong oral and writlen communication skills * Willingness to learn

* Ability to motivate others # Scif starter

* Ability to identify elient concerns within * Team player

a therapeutic atmosphere

ATTACHMENT oo 2
PAGE ... 2. OF .. 5. . PAGES




s VETS CSERVING THONE WHO SERVED”

wm'w SYATES VETERANY INITTATIVES

f 50 skl cor H

Program Assistant

Under the direction of the Operations Manager, the Program Assistant is responsible for enhancing organizationgl
support of programs through client record retention, client program fee collection and reporting, petty cash distribution
and tracking, invoice reconcilintion, supply ordering, event coordination, and aiding in the overall operation of
programs fo best serve veterans.

Hesponsibilities:

L ]

Responsible for overseeing and maintaining central databases of clients and program information and ensures
compliance with grant-mandated systems

Supports Case Management deparfment in maintaining files, preparation for audits, and correction of any
deficiencies

Collects and tracks program rents to include providing receipts to clients, maintaining rent calculation worksheets
and waivers, and providing reports to Program stalf

Collects and tracks program rents to include providing receipts to clients, maintaining rent calculation worksheets
and walvers, and providing reports to Program staff Collects, reconciles, tracks, and deposits any other site cash
accounts, money orders, and checks such as donations received or site store revenue

Monitors and maintains supply inventory, coordinates purchases with approval, submits purchase orders,
allocates expenses, and monitors vendor balances

Coordinates with Program staff for requesting supportive service funds to meet client needs

Assists with accounting functions and coordinates with Accounts Payable to ensure all deposits and expenses
are submitted and posted timely

Assists with grant applications, reports, budget tracking, and billings

Assists in recording cash and in-kind cortributions and maintaining database of contributors for mailings and
solicitations to support programs

Coordinafes shipping and post office mailings and tracks receipt of products and donations

Plans annual and other periodic events for donors, partners, clients, and staff

Assists with program-specific activities as needed such as clivnt screenings, assessment for eligibility, intake
documentiation, and orientation

Assists with human resources activities to include posting positions, pre-screening candidates, scheduling interviews,
coordinating orientation and talping, and tracking evaluation and eligibility dates

Assists supervisors with coordinating staff training and ensuring proper payroll allocations

Assists with maintaining Operations Manual and regular review and update of program and organization policies
Provides direct and confidential support to management, staff members, and interns

Other duties as assigned

Requirements:

L]

Bachelor's Degree in Social Services, Accounting, Non-Profit Management or related fleld. Minimum of 2 vears of
relevant experience may substitute for a degree.

Strong computer skills and proficiency in Microsoft Office

Highly organized with attention to demil

Able to work independently & responsibly

Excellent conmmunication skills, both oral and written

Knowledge of veteran issues, homelessness, and local services a plus

Enthusiasm, Positive Attitude, Team Player, Flexibility, & Creativity

Ability to listen, take direction, and make sound decisions

Ability 1o organize and implement both short-term and long-term projects and programs

United States Veterans Initiative is a non-profit crgam:a!mn Mhme mission is the successful tronsition of mililary

veterans and thelr families through the provis
REV 1.24.14

ent and comprehensive support,
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Veteran Service Assistant
(formerly Resident Assistant/Case Management)

Job Description

POSITION: The Veterans Services Assistant position functions in the Veterans in Progress program
here at the Long Beach Site. The goal of this program is to assist homeless velerans achieve their
highest level of independence through employment, This position performs routine and daily duties
to include all houts.

MAJOR DUTIES &
RESPONSIBILITIES:

A. Responsible for assuring cleanliness of vooms through daily inspection.

B, Responsible for reporting and tracking hourly rounds, incidents and crises.
C. Perform conflict resolution.

1. Must be able to insure that fire safety guidelines are met.

E. Will support case managers in daily program functions.

F. Performs other duties as required.

Experience  Must be able to interact in a professional manner.
Customer Servics
Excellent Comumunication Skills
Team Player
Able to work independently

Able to work with a diverse population

REQUIREMENTS:

A Minimum of 1yr sobriety is required.

ATTACHMENT ... B
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Federal Register/Vol. 77, No. 147 /Tuesday, July 31, 2012/Rules and Regulations

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT

24 CFR Part 578

[Docket No. FR-5476-1-01]

RIN 2506-AC29

Homeless Emergency Assistance and

Rapid Transition to Housing:
Continuum of Care Program

AGENCY: Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Community Planning and
Development, HUD.

ACTION: Interim rule.

SUMMARY: The Homeless Emergency
Assistance and Rapid Transition to
Housing Act of 2009 (HEARTH Act),
enacted into law on May 20, 2009,
consolidates three of the separate
homeless assistance programs
administered by HUD under the
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance
Act into a single grant program, and
revises the Emergency Shelter Grants
program and renames it the Emergency
Solutions Grants program. The HEARTH
Act also codifies in law the Continuum
of Care planning process, a longstanding
part of HUD’s application process to
assist homeless persons by providing
greater coordination in responding to
their needs. The HEARTH Act also
directs HUD to promulgate regulations
for these new programs and processes.
This interim rule focuses on
regulatory implementation of the
Continuum of Care program, including
the Continuum of Care planning
process. The existing homeless
assistance programs that comprise the
Continuum of Care program are the
following: the Supportive Housing
program, the Shelter Plus Care program,
and the Moderate Rehabilitation/Single
Room Occupancy (SRO) program. This
rule establishes the regulations for the
Continuum of Care program, and,
through the establishment of such
regulations, the funding made available
for the Continuum of Care program in
the statute appropriating Fiscal Year
(FY) 2012 funding for HUD can more
quickly be disbursed, consistent with
the HEARTH Act requirements, and
avoid any disruption in current
Continuum of Care activities.
DATES: Effective Date: August 30, 2012,
Comment Due Date. October 1, 2012.
ADDRESSES: Interested persons are
invited to submit comments regarding
this rule to the Regulations Division,
Office of General Counsel, 451 7th
Street SW., Room 10276, Department of
Housing and Urban Development,
Washington, DC 20410-0500.
Communications must refer to the above

docket number and title. There are two
methods for submitting public
comments. All submissions must refer
to the above docket number and title.

1. Submission of Comments by Mail.
Comments may be submitted by mail to
the Regulations Division, Office of
General Counsel, Department of
Housing and Urban Development, 451
7th Street SW., Room 10276,
Washington, DC 20410-0500.

2. Electronic Submission of
Comments. Interested persons may
submit comments electronically through
the Federal eRulemaking Portal at
www.regulations.gov. HUD strongly
encourages commenters to submit
comments electronically. Electronic
submission of comments allows the
commenter maximum time to prepare
and submit a comment, ensures timely
receipt by HUD, and enables HUD to
make them immediately available to the
public. Comments submitted
electronically through the
www.regulations.gov Web site can be
viewed by other commenters and
interested members of the public.
Commenters should follow the
instructions provided on that site to
submit comments electronically.

Note: To receive consideration as public
comments, comments must be submitted
through one of the two methods specified
above. Again, all submissions must refer to
the docket number and title of the rule.

No Facsimile Comments. Facsimile
(FAX) comments are not acceptable.

Public Inspection of Public
Comments. All properly submitted
comments and communications
submitted to HUD will be available for
public inspection and copying between
8 a.m. and 5 p.m. weekdays at the above
address. Due to security measures at the
HUD Headquarters building, an advance
appointment to review the public
comments must be scheduled by calling
the Regulations Division at 202—-708—
3055 (this is not a toll-free number).
Individuals with speech or hearing
impairments may access this number
through TTY by calling the Federal
Relay Service at 800-877-8339. Copies
of all comments submitted are available
for inspection and downloading at
www.regulations.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ann
Marie Oliva, Director, Office of Special
Needs Assistance Programs, Office of
Community Planning and Development,
Department of Housing and Urban
Development, 451 7th Street SW.,
Washington, DC 20410-7000; telephone
number 202-708-4300 (this is not a toll-
free number). Hearing- and speech-
impaired persons may access this
number through TTY by calling the

Federal Relay Service at 800-877-8339
(this is a toll-free number).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Executive Summary

Purpose of and Legal Authority for This
Interim Rule

This interim rule implements the
Continuum of Care program authorized
by the Homeless Emergency Assistance
and Rapid Transition to Housing Act of
2009 (HEARTH Act). Section 1504 of
the HEARTH Act directs HUD to
establish regulations for this program.
(See 42 U.S.C. 11301.) The purpose of
the Continuum of Care program is to
promote communitywide commitment
to the goal of ending homelessness;
provide funding for efforts by nonprofit
providers, and State and local
governments to quickly rehouse
homeless individuals and families while
minimizing the trauma and dislocation
caused to homeless individuals,
families, and communities by
homelessness; promote access to and
effective utilization of mainstream
programs by homeless individuals and
families; and optimize self-sufficiency
among individuals and families
experiencing homelessness.

The HEARTH Act streamlines HUD’s
homeless grant programs by
consolidating the Supportive Housing,
Shelter Plus Care, and Single Room
Occupancy grant programs into one
grant program: The Continuum of Care
program. Local continuums of care,
which are community-based homeless
assistance program planning networks,
will apply for Continuum of Care grants.
By consolidating homeless assistance
grant programs and creating the
Continuum of Care planning process,
the HEARTH Act intended to increase
the efficiency and effectiveness of
coordinated, community-based systems
that provide housing and services to the
homeless. Through this interim final
rule, HUD will implement the
Continuum of Care program by
establishing the framework for
establishing a local continuum of care
and the process for applying for
Continuum of Care grants.

Summary of Major Provisions

The major provisions of this
rulemaking relate to how to establish
and operate a Continuum of Care, how
to apply for funds under the program,
and how to use the funds for projects
approved by HUD. These provisions are
summarized below.

1. General Provisions (Subpart A):
The Continuum of Care program
includes transitional housing,
permanent supportive housing for
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disabled persons, permanent housing,
supportive services, and Homeless
Management Information Systems
{HMIS). To implement the program,
HUD had to define several key terms. In
particular, HUD distinguishes between
“Continuum of Care,” “applicant,” and
“collaborative applicant.” A
“Continuum of Care” is a geographically
based group of representatives that
carries out the planning responsibilities
of the Continuum of Care program, as
set out in this regulation. These
representatives come from organizations
that provide services to the homeless, or
represent the interests of the homeless
or formerly homeless. A Continuum of
Care then designates certain
“applicants” as the entities responsible
for carrying out the projects that the
Continuum has identified through its
planning responsibilities. A
“Continuum of Care” also designates
one particular applicant to be a
“collaborative applicant.” The
collaborative applicant is the only entity
that can apply for a grant from HUD on
behalf of the Continuum that the
collaborative applicant represents.

2. Establishing and Operating a
Continuum of Care (Subpart B): In order
to be eligible for funds under the
Continuum of Care program,
representatives from relevant
organizations within a geographic area
must establish a Continuum of Care.
The three major duties of a Continuum
of Care are to: (1) Operate the
Continuum of Care, (2) designate an
HMIS for the Continuum of Care, and
(3) plan for the Continuum of Care. HUD
has delineated certain operational
requirements of each Continuum to help
measure a Continuum’s overall
performance at reducing homelessness,
in addition to tracking of performance
on a project-by-project basis. In
addition, each Continuum is responsible
for establishing and operating a
centralized or coordinated assessment
system that will provide a
comprehensive assessment of the needs
of individuals and families for housing
and services. HUD has also defined the
minimum planning requirements for a
Continuum so that it coordinates and
implements a system that meets the
needs of the homeless population
within its geographic area. Continuums
are also responsible for preparing and
overseeing an application for funds.
Continuums will have to establish the
funding priorities for its geographic area
when submitting an application.

3. Application and Grant Award
Process (Subpart C): The Continuum of
Care grant award process begins with a
determination of a Continuum’s
maximum award amount. As directed

by statute, HUD has developed a
formula for determining award amounts
that includes the following factors: A
Continuum’s Preliminary Pro Rata Need
(PPRN) amount; renewal demand; any
additional increases in amounts for
leasing, rental assistance, and operating
costs based on Fair Market Rents,
planning and Unified Funding Agency
cost funds, and amounts available for
bonus dollars. HUD has established
selection criteria for determining which
applications will receive funding under
the Continuum of Care program.
Recipients awarded Continuum of Care
funds must satisfy several conditions
prior to executing their grant
agreements. All grants submitted for
renewal must also submit an annual
performance report. For those
applicants not awarded funding, the
process also provides an appeals
process.

4. Program Components and Eligible
Costs (Subpart D): Continuum of Care
funds may be used for projects under
five program components: Permanent
housing, transitional housing,
supportive services only, HMIS, and, in
some limited cases, homelessness
prevention. The rule further clarifies
how the following activities are
considered eligible costs under the
Continuum of Care program: Continuum
of Care planning activities, Unified
Funding Agency costs, acquisition,
rehabilitation, new construction,
leasing, rental assistance, supportive
services, operating costs, HMIS, project
administrative costs, relocation costs,
and indirect costs.

5. High-Performing Communities
{Subpart E): HUD will annually, subject
to the availability of appropriate data,
select those Continuums of Care that
best meet application requirements to be
designated a high-performing
community (HPC). An HPC may use
grant funds to provide housing
relocation and stabilization services,
and short- and/or medium-term rental
assistance to individuals and families at
risk of homelessness. This is the only
time that Continuum of Care funds may
be used to serve individuals and
families at risk of homelessness.

6. Program Requirements (Subpart F):
All recipients of Continuum of Care
funding must comply with the program
regulations and the requirements of the
Notice of Funding Availability that HUD
will issue each year. Notably, the
HEARTH Act requires that all eligible
funding costs, except leasing, must be
matched with no less than 25 percent
cash or in-kind match by the
Continuum. Other program
requirements of recipients include:
Abiding by housing quality standards

and suitable dwelling size, assessing
supportive services on an ongoing basis,
initiating and completing approved
activities and projects within certain
timelines, and providing a formal
process for termination of assistance to
participants who violate program
requirements or conditions of
occupancy.

7. Grant Administration (Subpart GJ:
To effectively administer the grants,
HUD will provide technical assistance
to those who apply for Continuum of
Care funds, as well as those who are
selected for Continuum of Care funds.
After having been selected for funding,
grant recipients must satisfy certain
recordkeeping requirements so that
HUD can assess compliance with the
program requirements. For any
amendments to grants after the funds
have been awarded, HUD has
established a separate amendment
procedure. As appropriate, HUD has
also established sanctions to strengthen
its enforcement procedures.

Benefits and Costs

This interim rule is intended to help
respond to and work toward the goal of
eliminating homelessness. This interim
rule provides greater clarity and
guidance about planning and
performance review to the more than
430 existing Continuums of Care that
span all 50 states and 6 United States
territories. As reported in HUD’s Annual
Homelessness Assessment Report to
Congress, there were approximately 1.59
million homeless persons who entered
emergency shelters or transitional
housing in FY 2010. HUD serves
roughly half that many persons, nearly
800,000 annually, through its three
programs that will be consolidated into
the Continuum of Care program under
the McKinney-Vento Act as amended by
the HEARTH Act (i.e., Shelter Plus Care,
Supportive Housing Program, Single
Room Occupancy). The changes
initiated by this interim rule will
encourage Continuums of Care to
establish formal policies and review
procedures, including evaluation of the
effectiveness of their projects, by
emphasizing performance measurement
and developing performance targets for
homeless populations. HUD is confident
that this systematic review by
Continuums of Care will lead to better
use of limited resources and more
efficient service models, with the end
result of preventing and ending
homelessness.

The Consolidated and Further
Continuing Appropriations Act, 2012
(Pub. L. 112-55) appropriated
$1,593,000,000 for the Continuum of
Care and Rural Housing Stability
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Assistance programs. Upon publication
of this rule, those FY 2012 funds will be
available for distribution, as governed

by these Continuum of Care regulations.

I. Background—HEARTH Act

On May 20, 2009, the President
signed into law “An Act to Prevent
Mortgage Foreclosures and Enhance
Mortgage Credit Availability,” which
became Public Law 111-22. This law
implements a variety of measures
directed toward keeping individuals
and families from losing their homes.
Division B of this law is the HEARTH
Act, which consolidates and amends
three separate homeless assistance
programs carried out under title IV of
the McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11371 et seq.)
(McKinney-Vento Act) into a single
grant program that is designed to
improve administrative efficiency and
enhance response coordination and
effectiveness in addressing the needs of
homeless persons. The HEARTH Act
codifies in law and enhances the
Continuum of Care planning process,
the coordinated response to addressing
the needs of the homeless, which was
established administratively by HUD in
1995. The single Continuum of Care
program established by the HEARTH
Act consolidates the following
programs: The Supportive Housing
program, the Shelter Plus Care program,
and the Moderate Rehabilitation/Single
Room Occupancy program. The
Emergency Shelter Grants program is
renamed the Emergency Solutions
Grants program and is revised to
broaden existing emergency shelter and
homelessness prevention activities and
to add short- and medium-term rental
assistance and services to rapidly
rehouse homeless people. The HEARTH
Act also creates the Rural Housing
Stability program to replace the Rural
Homelessness Grant program.

HUD commenced the process to
implement the HEARTH Act with
rulemaking that focused on the
definition of “homeless.” HUD
published a proposed rule, entitled
“Defining Homeless” on April 20, 2010
(75 FR 20541), which was followed by
a final rule that was published on
December 5, 2011 (76 FR 75994). The
Defining Homeless rule clarified and
elaborated upon the new McKinney-
Vento Act definitions for “‘homeless”
and “homeless individual with a
disability.” In addition, the Defining
Homeless rule included recordkeeping
requirements related to the “homeless”
definition. On December 5, 2011, HUD
also published an interim rule for the
Emergency Solutions Grants program
(76 FR 75954). This interim rule

established the program requirements
for the Emergency Solutions Grants
program and contained corresponding
amendments to the Consolidated Plan
regulations. On December 9, 2011, HUD
continued the process to implement the
HEARTH Act, with the publication of
the proposed rule titled “Homeless
Management Information Systems
Requirements” (76 FR 76917), which
provides for uniform technical
requirements for Homeless Management
Information Systems (HMIS), for proper
data collection and maintenance of the
database, and ensures the
confidentiality of the information in the
database. Today’s publication of the
interim rule for the Continuum of Care
program continues HUD's
implementation of the HEARTH Act.

This rule establishes the regulatory
framework for the Continuum of Care
program and the Continuum of Care
planning process, including
requirements applicable to the
establishment of a Continuum of Care.
Prior to the amendment of the
McKinney-Vento Act by the HEARTH
Act, HUD’s competitively awarded
homeless assistance grant funds were
awarded to organizations that
participate in local homeless assistance
program planning networks referred to
as a Continuum of Care, a system
administratively established by HUD in
1995. A Continuum of Care is designed
to address the critical problem of
homelessness through a coordinated
community-based process of identifying
needs and building a system of housing
and services to address those needs. The
approach is predicated on the
understanding that homelessness is not
caused merely by a lack of shelter, but
involves a variety of underlying, unmet
needs—physical, economic, and social.

The HEARTH Act not only codified in
law the planning system known as
Continuum of Care, but consolidated the
three existing competitive homeless
assistance grant programs (Supportive
Housing, Shelter Plus Care, and Single
Room Occupancy) into the single grant
program known as the Continuum of
Care program. The consolidation of the
three existing homeless assistance
programs into the Continuum of Care
grant program and the codification in
law of the Continuum of Care planning
process are intended to increase the
efficiency and effectiveness of the
coordination of the provision of housing
and services to address the needs of the
homeless. The regulations established
by this rule are directed to carrying out
this congressional intent.

11. Overview of Interim Rule

As amended by the HEARTH Act,
Subpart C of the McKinney-Vento
Homeless Assistance Act establishes the
Continuum of Care program. The
purpose of the program is to promote
communitywide commitment to the
goal of ending homelessness; provide
funding for efforts by nonprofit
providers, and State and local
governments to quickly rehouse
homeless individuals and families while
minimizing the trauma and dislocation
caused to homeless individuals,
families, and communities by
homelessness; promote access to and
effective utilization of mainstream
programs by homeless individuals and
families; and optimize self-sufficiency
among individuals and families
experiencing homelessness.

This interim rule establishes the
Continuum of Care as the planning body
responsible for meeting the goals of the
Continuum of Care program.
Additionally, in order to meet the
purpose of the HEARTH Act,
established in section 1002(b), and the
goals of “Opening Doors: Federal
Strategic Plan to Prevent and End
Homelessness,” the Continuum of Care
must be involved in the coordination of
other funding streams and resources—
federal, local, or private—of targeted
homeless programs and other
mainstream resources. In many
communities, the Continuum of Care is
the coordinating body, while in other
communities it is a local Interagency
Council on Homelessness (both would
be acceptable forms of coordination
under this interim rule). As noted
earlier, HUD published on December 9,
2011, a proposed rule to establish HMIS
regulations in accordance with the
HEARTH Act. However, while the
HEARTH Act directed that regulations
be established for HMIS, HMIS is not
new to many HUD grantees. Until
regulations for HMIS are promulgated in
final, grantees should continue to follow
HUD’s existing HMIS instructions and
guidance.

The following provides an overview
of the proposed rule.

General Provisions (Subpart A)

Purpose and scope. The Continuum of
Care program is designed to promote
community-wide goals to end
homelessness; provide funding to
quickly rehouse homeless individuals
(including unaccompanied youth) and
families while minimizing trauma and
dislocation to those persons; promote
access to, and effective utilization of,
mainstream programs; and optimize
self-sufficiency among individuals and
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families experiencing homelessness.
The program is composed of transitional
housing, permanent supportive housing
for disabled persons, permanent
housing, supportive services, and HMIS.

Definitions. The interim rule adopts
the definitions of “developmental
disability,” “homeless,” “homeless
individual,” and “homeless person”
established by the December 5, 2011
Defining Homeless final rule. Public
comments have already been solicited
and additional public comment is not
solicited through this rule. The
December 5, 2011, final rule was
preceded by an April 20, 2010,
proposed rule, which sought public
comment on these definitions. The final
definitions of these terms took into
consideration the public comments
received on the proposed definitions as
set out in the April 20, 2010, proposed
rule. This interim rule adopts the
definition of “‘at risk of homelessness”
established by the December 5, 2011,
the Emergency Solutions Grants
program interim rule. The interim rule
sought public comment on this
definition, and additional public
comment is not being sought through
this rule.

HUD received valuable public
comment on the definition of
“chronically homeless,” through the
public comment process on the
Emergency Solutions Grants program
interim rule. Based on public comment,
this rule for the Continuum of Care
program is not adopting the full
definition of “chronically homeless”
that was included in the conforming
amendments to the Consolidated Plan
that were published as a part of the
Emergency Solutions Grants program
rule. Commenters raised concerns with
the meaning of the phrase “where each
homeless occasion was at least 15
days.” The concerns raised about this
phrase, used for the first time in a
definition of “‘chronically homeless,”
has caused HUD to reconsider
proceeding to apply a definition that
includes this phrase, without further
consideration and opportunity for
comment. In this rule, HUD therefore
amends the definition of “chronically
homeless” in the Consolidated Plan
regulations to strike this phrase. The
removal of this phrase returns the
definition to one with which service
providers are familiar. The following
highlights key definitions used in the
Continuum of Care program regulations,
and HUD solicits comment on these
definitions.

Applicant is defined to mean an
entity that has been designated by the
Continuum of Care as eligible to apply
for assistance on behalf of that

Continuum. HUD highlights that the Act
does not contain different definitions for
“applicant” and “collaborative
applicant.” HUD distinguishes between
the applicant(s) designated to apply for
and carry out projects (the “applicant”)
and the collaborative applicant
designated to apply for a grant on behalf
of the Continuum of Care (the
“‘collaborative applicant”). Please see
below for more information on the
definition of a collaborative applicant,
which is the only entity that may apply
for and receive Continuum of Care
planning funds.

Centralized or coordinated
assessment system is defined to mean a
centralized or coordinated process
designed to coordinate program
participant intake, assessment, and
provision of referrals. A centralized or
coordinated assessment system covers
the geographic area, is easily accessed
by individuals and families seeking
housing or services, is well advertised,
and includes a comprehensive and
standardized assessment tcol. This
definition establishes basic minimum
requirements for the Continuum’s
centralized or coordinated assessment
system.

Collaborative applicant is defined to
mean an eligible applicant that has been
designated by the Continuum of Care to
apply for a grant for Continuum of Care
planning funds on behalf of the
Continuum. As discussed above, the
“applicant” is the entity(ies) designated
to apply for and carry out projects on
behalf of the Continuum. In contrast to
the definition of “applicant” above, the
collaborative applicant applies for a
grant to carry out the planning activities
on behalf of the Continuum of Care. The
interim rule simplifies the statutory
language in order to make the
Continuum of Care planning process
clear.

HUD highlights that its definition of
collaborative applicant does not track
the statutory definition, which is found
in section 401 of the McKinney-Vento
Act. As will be discussed in further
detail later in this preamble, the concept
of collaborative applicant, its duties and
functions, as provided in the statute, is
provided for in this rule. However, HUD
uses the term Continuum of Care to refer
to the organizations that carry out the
duties and responsibilities assigned to
the collaborative applicant, with the
exception of applying to HUD for grant
funds. The clarification is necessary in
this rule because Continuums of Care
are not required to be legal entities, but
HUD can enter into contractual
agreements with legal entities only.

Continuum of Care and Continuum
are defined to mean the group that is

organized to carry out the
responsibilities required under this part
and that is composed of representatives
of organizations including nonprofit
homeless providers, victim service
providers, faith-based organizations,
governments, businesses, advocates,
public housing agencies, school
districts, social service providers,
mental health agencies, hospitals,
universities, affordable housing
developers, law enforcement,
organizations that serve homeless and
formerly homeless veterans, and
homeless and formerly homeless
persons. These organizations consist of
the relevant parties in the geographic
area. Continuums are expected to
include representation to the extent that
the type of organization exists within
the geographic area that the Continuum
represents and is available to participate
in the Continuum. For example, if a
Continuum of Care did not have a
university within its geographic
boundaries, then HUD would not expect
the Continuum to have representation
from a university within the
Continuum.

These organizations carry out the
responsibilities and duties established
under Subpart B of this interim rule.
The Continuum of Care, as noted above,
carries out the statutory duties and
responsibilities of a collaborative
applicant. HUD established the
Continuum of Care in 1995. Local
grantees and stakeholders are familiar
with the Continuum of Care as the
coordinating body for homeless services
and homelessness prevention activities
across the geographic area.
Consequently, HUD is maintaining the
Continuum of Care terminology, and the
rule provides for the duties and
responsibilities of a collaborative
applicant to be carried out under the
name Continuum of Care,

High-performing community is
defined to mean the geographic area
under the jurisdiction of a Continuum of
Care that has been designated as a high-
performing community by HUD. Section
424 of the McKinney-Vento Act
provides that HUD shall designate, on
an annual basis, which collaborative
applicants represent high-performing
communities. Consistent with HUD’s
substitution of the term “Continuum of
Care” for ‘‘collaborative applicant,” the
definition of “high-performing
community” in this interim rule
provides for designation of Continuums
of Care that represent geographic areas
designated as high-performing
communities. The standards for
becoming a high-performing community
can be found in § 578.65 of this interim
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rule and will be discussed later in this
preamble.

Private nonprofit organization is
based on the statutory definition for
“private nonprofit organization.” The
term “private nonprofit organization” is
defined in section 424 of the McKinney-
Vento Act as follows: “The term ‘private
nonprofit organization’ means an
organization: (A) No part of the net
earnings of which inures to the benefit
of any member, founder, contributor, or
individual; (B) that has a voluntary
board; (C) that has an accounting
system, or has designated a fiscal agent
in accordance with requirements
established by the Secretary; and (D)
that practices nondiscrimination in the
provision of assistance.’”” In HUD’s
regulatory definition of “private
nonprofit organization,” HUD clarifies
that the organization’s accounting
system must be functioning and
operated in accordance with generally
accepted accounting principles. HUD
has included this language to make
certain that accounting systems are
workable and abide by definite, accurate
standards. As reflected in the statutory
definition of “private nonprofit
organization,” HUD may establish
requirements for the designation ofa
" fiscal agent. HUD has determined that
the fiscal agent, such as a Unified
Funding Agency, a term that is also
defined in section 424 of the McKinney-
Vento Act, must maintain a functioning
accounting system for the organization
in accordance with generally accepted
accounting principles.

Permanent housing is consistent with
the statutory definition of “‘permanent
housing” in section 401 of the
McKinney-Vento Act, but does not track
the statutory language. HUD'’s regulatory
definition of “permanent housing”
states: “The term ‘permanent housing’
means community-based housing
without a designated length of stay, and
includes both permanent supportive
housing and rapid re-housing.”
Additionally, in the regulatory
definition of ‘“permanent housing,”
HUD clarifies that to be permanent
housing, “the program participant must
be the tenant on a lease for a term of at
least one year that is renewable and is
terminable only for cause. The lease
must be renewable for terms that are a
minimum of one month long. HUD has
determined that requiring a lease for a
term of at least one year that is
renewable and terminable only for
cause, assists program participants in
obtaining stability in housing, even
when the rental assistance is temporary.
These requirements are consistent with
Section 8 requirements.

Specific request for comment. HUD
specifically requests comment on
requiring a lease for a term of at least
one year to be considered permanent
housing.

Project is consistent with the statutory
definition of “project” in section 401 of
the McKinney-Vento Act, but does not
track the statutory language. Section 401
defines “project” as, with respect to
activities carried out under subtitle G,
eligible activities described in section
423(a), undertaken pursuant to a
specific endeavor, such as serving a
particular population or providing a
particular resource. In HUD’s definition
of “project” in this interim rule, the
eligible activities described in section
423(a) of the McKinney-Vento Act have
been identified. In the regulatory text,
HUD has clarified that it is a group of
one or more of these eligible costs that
are identified as a project in an
application to HUD for Continuum of
Care funds.

Recipient is defined to mean an
applicant that signs a grant agreement
with HUD. HUD’s definition of
“recipient” is consistent with the
statutory definition of “recipient,” but
does not track the statutory language.
Section 424 of the McKinney-Vento Act
defines “recipient” as “‘an eligible entity
who—(A) submits an application fora
grant under section 422 that is approved
by the Secretary; (B) receives the grant
directly from the Secretary to support
approved projects described in the
application; and (C)(i) serves as a project
sponsor for the projects; or (ii) awards
the funds to project sponsors to carry
out the projects.” All of the activities
specified by the statutory definition are
in the rule: (A) and (B) are contained in
the definition and (C) is covered in the
sections of the rule dealing with what a
recipient can do with grant funds.

Safe haven is based on the definition
of safe haven in the McKinney-Vento
Act prior to amendment by the
HEARTH Act. Although no longer used
in statute, HUD’s position is that the
term remains relevant for
implementation of the Continuum of
Care program and, therefore, HUD
proposes to include the term in the
Continuum of Care program regulations.
The term “safe haven” is used for
purposes of determining whether a
person is chronically homeless. The
housing must serve hard-to-reach
homeless persons with severe mental
illness who came from the streets and
have been unwilling or unable to
participate in supportive services. In
addition, the housing must provide
24-hour residence for eligible persons
for an unspecified period, have an
overnight capacity limited to 25 or

fewer persons, and provide low-demand
services and referrals for the residents.

Subrecipient is defined to mean a
private nonprofit organization, State or
local government, or instrumentality of
a State or local government that receives
a subgrant from the recipient to operate
a project. The definition of
“subrecipient” is consistent with the
definition of ““project sponsor”’ found in
section 401 of the McKinney-Vento Act,
but does not track the statutory
language. To be consistent with the
Emergency Solutions Grants program
regulation, and also to ensure that the
relationship between the recipient and
subrecipient is clear, HUD is using the
term subrecipient, instead of project
sponsor, throughout this regulation.

Transitional housing is based on the
definition of “transitional housing” in
section 401 of the McKinney-Vento Act,
as follows: ““The term ‘transitional
housing’ means housing, the purpose of
which is to facilitate the movement of
individuals and families experiencing
homelessness to permanent housing
within 24 months or such longer period
as the Secretary determines necessary.”
The definition has been expanded to
distinguish this type of housing from
emergency shelter. This distinction is
necessitated by the McKinney-Vento
Act’s explicit distinction between what
activities can or cannot be funded under
the Continuum of Care program. The
regulatory definition clarifies that, to be
transitional housing, program
participants must have signed a lease or
occupancy agreement that is for a term
of at least one month and that ends in
24 months and cannot be extended.

Unified Funding Agency (UFA) means
an eligible applicant selected by the
Continuum of Care to apply for a grant
for the entire Continuum, which has the
capacity to carry out the duties
delegated to a UFA in this rule, which
is approved by HUD and to which HUD
awards a grant. HUD'’s regulatory
definition of UFA departs slightly from
the statutory definition. The statutory
definition refers to the collaborative
applicant. The differences between the
statutory definition and HUD’s
regulatory definition reflect HUD’s
substitution of Continuum of Care for
collaborative applicant.

Establishing and Operating the
Continuum of Care (Subpart B)

In general. The statutory authority for
the Continuum of Care program is
section 422 of the McKinney-Vento Act.
As stated under section 1002 of the
HEARTH Act, one of the main purposes
of the HEARTH Act is to codify the
Continuum of Care planning process.
Consequently, under this interim rule,

ATTACHMENT oo G
PAGE . b..... OF .. X% PAGES




Federal Register/Vol. 77, No. 147/Tuesday, July 31, 2012/Rules and Regulations

45427

HUD focuses on the rules and
responsibilities of those involved in the
Continuum of Care planning process
and describes how applications and
grant funds will be processed.

As discussed earlier in the preamble,
HUD’s interim rule provides for the
duties and functions of the collaborative
applicant found in section 401 of the
McKinney-Vento Act to be designated to
the Continuum of Care, with the
exception of applying to HUD for grant
funds. HUD chose this approach
because the Continuum might not be a
legal entity, and therefore cannot enter
into enforceable contractual agreements,
but is the appropriate body for
establishing and implementing
decisions that affect the entire
geographic area covered by the
Continuum, including decisions related
to funding. This approach allows the
Continuum to retain its duties related to
planning and prioritizing need
(otherwise designated by statute to the
collaborative applicant), while the
authority to sign a grant agreement with
HUD is designated to an eligible
applicant that can enter into a
contractual agreement. All of the duties
assigned to the Continuum are based on
the comparable duties of section 402(f)
of the McKinney-Vento Act.

Subpart B of the interim rule
identifies how Continuums of Care are
established, as well as the required
duties and functions of the Continuum
of Care.

Establishing the Continuum of Care.
In order to be eligible for funds under
the Continuum of Care program,
representatives from relevant
organizations within a geographic area
must establish a Continuum of Care. As
discussed earlier in this preamble, this
body is responsible for carrying out the
duties identified in this interim
regulation. Representatives from
relevant organizations include nonprofit
homeless assistance providers, victim
service providers, faith-based
organizations, governments, businesses,
advocates, public housing agencies,
school districts, social service providers,
mental health agencies, hospitals,
universities, affordable housing
developers, law enforcement, and
organizations that serve veterans and
homeless and formerly homeless
individuals. Where these organizations
are located within the geographic area
served by the Continuum of Care, HUD
expects a representative of the
organization to be a part of the
Continuum of Care.

Specific request for comment. HUD
specifically requests comments on
requiring Continuums of Care to have a
board that makes the decisions for the

Continuum. HUD requires two
characteristics for all board
compositions. These characteristics are
that the Board must be representative of
the subpopulations of homeless persons
that exist within the geographic area,
and include a homeless or formerly
homeless person. Continuums will have
2 years from the effective date of the
interim rule to establish a board that
meets the criteria established in this
section. No board member may
participate or influence discussions or
decisions concerning the award of a
grant or other financial benefits for an
organization that the member
represents.

HUD is considering four additional
characteristics for all board
compositions for incorporation in the
final rule. HUD did not implement them
at this stage in order to seek public
comment prior to implementing them as
requirements. HUD proposes that all
boards must have a chair or co-chairs;
be composed of an uneven number,
serving staggered terms; include
members from the public and private
sectors; and include a member from at
least one Emergency Solutions Grants
program (ESG) recipient’s agency
located within the Continuum’s
geographic area. HUD is requesting
comment on all of these proposed
requirements; however, HUD
specifically requests comments from
Continuums of Care and ESG recipients
on the requirement that the Board
include an ESG recipient as part of its
membership. HUD invites ESG
recipients and Continuums to share
challenges that will be encountered
when implementing this requirement.
Ensuring that ESG recipients are
represented on the Board is important to
HUD; therefore, in communities where
ESG recipients and/or Continuums do
not feel this requirement is feasible,
HUD asks commenters to provide
suggestions for how ESG recipients can
be involved in the Continuum at one of
the core decision-making levels.

Responsibilities of the Continuum of
Care. The interim rule establishes three
major duties for which the Continuum
of Care is responsible: To operate the
Continuum of Care, to designate an
HMIS for the Continuum of Care, and to
plan for the Continuum of Care.

This section of the interim rule
establishes requirements within these
three major duties.

Operating the Continuum of Care. The
interim rule provides that the
Continuum of Care must abide by
certain operational requirements. These
requirements will ensure the effective
management of the Continuum of Care
process and ensure that the process is

inclusive and fair. HUD has established
eight duties required of the Continuum
necessary to effectively operate the
Continuum of Care. HUD has
established the specific minimum
standards for operating and managing a
Continuum of Care for two main
reasons. First, the selection criteria
established under section 427 of the
McKinney-Vento Act require HUD to
measure the Continuum of Care’s
performance in reducing homelessness
by looking at the overall performance of
the Continuum, as opposed to
measuring performance project-by-
project as was done prior to the
enactment of the HEARTH Act. This
Continuum of Care performance
approach results in cooperation and
coordination among providers. Second,
because Continuums of Care will have
grants of up to 3 percent of Final Pro
Rata Need (FPRN) to be used for eligible
Continuum of Care planning costs, HUD
is requiring more formal decision-
making and operating standards for the
Continuum of Care. This requirement
ensures that the Continuums have
appropriate funding to support planning
costs.

One of the duties established in this
interim rule is the requirement that the
Continuum establish and operate a
centralized or coordinated assessment
system that provides an initial,
comprehensive assessment of the needs
of individuals and families for housing
and services. As detailed in the
Emergency Solutions Grants program
interim rule published on December 5,
2011, through the administration of the
Rapid Re-Housing for Families
Demonstration program and the
Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-
Housing program, as well as best
practices identified in communities,
HUD has learned that centralized or
coordinated assessment systems are
important in ensuring the success of
homeless assistance and homeless
prevention programs in communities. In
particular, such assessment systems
help communities systematically assess
the needs of program participants and
effectively match each individual or
family with the most appropriate
resources available to address that
individual or family’s particular needs.

Therefore, HUD has required, through
this interim rule, each Continuum of
Care to develop and implement a
centralized or coordinated assessment
system for its geographic area. Such a
system must be designed locally in
response to local needs and conditions.
For example, rural areas will have
significantly different systems than
urban ones. While the common thread
between typical models is the use of a
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common assessment tool, the form,
detail, and use of that tool will vary
from one community to the next. Some
examples of centralized or coordinated
assessment systems include: A central
location or locations within a
geographic area where individuals and
families must be present to receive
homeless services; a 211 or other hotline
system that screens and directly
connects callers to appropriate homeless
housing/service providers in the area; a
‘‘no wrong door’’ approach in which a
homeless family or individual can show
up at any homeless service provider in
the geographic area but is assessed using
the same tool and methodology so that
referrals are consistently completed
across the Continuum of Care; a
specialized team of case workers that
provides assessment services to
providers within the Continuum of
Care; or in larger geographic areas, a
regional approach in which “hubs” are
created within smaller geographic areas.
HUD intends to develop technical
assistance materials on a range of
centralized and coordinated assessment
types, including those most appropriate
for rural areas.

HUD recognizes that imposing a
requirement for a centralized or
coordinated assessment system may
have certain costs and risks. Among the
risks that HUD wishes specifically to
address are the risks facing individuals
and families fleeing domestic violence,
dating violence, sexual assault, and
stalking. In developing the baseline
requirements for a centralized or
coordinated intake system, HUD is
considering whether victim service
providers should be exempt from
participating in a local centralized or
coordinated assessment process, or
whether victim service providers should
have the option to participate or not.

Specific request for comment. HUD
specifically seeks comment from
Continuum of Care-funded victim
service providers on this question. As
set forth in this interim rule, each
Continuum of Care is to develop a
specific policy on how its particular
system will address the needs of
individuals and families who are
fleeing, or attempting to flee, domestic
violence, dating violence, sexual
assault, or stalking, but who are seeking
shelter or services from non-victim
service providers. These policies could
include reserving private areas at an
assessment location for evaluations of
individuals or families who are fleeing,
or attempting to flee, domestic violence,
dating violence, sexual assault, or
stalking; a separate “‘track’” within the
assessment framework that is
specifically designed for domestic

violence victims; or the location of
victim service providers with
centralized assessment teams.

HUD invites suggestions for ensuring
that the requirements it imposes
regarding centralized or coordinated
assessment systems will best help
communities use their resources
effectively and best meet the needs of all
families and individuals who need
assistance. Questions that HUD asks
commenters to specifically address are:
What barriers to accessing housing/
services might a centralized or
coordinated intake system pose to
victims of domestic violence? How can
those barriers be eliminated? What
specific measures should be
implemented to ensure safety and
confidentiality for individuals and
families who are fleeing or attempting to
flee domestic violence situations? How
should those additional standards be
implemented to ensure that victims of
domestic violence have immediate
access to housing and services without
increasing the burden on those victims?
For communities that already have
centralized or coordinated assessment
systems in place, are victims of
domestic violence and/or domestic
violence service providers integrated
into that system? Under either scenario
(they are integrated into an assessment
process or they are not integrated into
it), how does your community ensure
the safety and confidentiality of this
population, as well as access to
homeless housing and services? What
HUD-sponsored training would be
helpful to assist communities in
completing the initial assessment of
victims of domestic violence in a safe
and confidential manner?

In addition to comments addressing
the needs of victims of domestic
violence, dating violence, sexual
assault, and stalking, HUD invites
general comments on the use of a
centralized or coordinated assessment
system, particularly from those in
communities that have already
implemented one of these systems who
can share both what has worked well
and how these systems could be
improved. HUD specifically seeks
comment on any additional risks that a
centralized or coordinated assessment
system may create for victims of
domestic violence, dating violence,
sexual assault, or stalking who are
seeking emergency shelter services due
to immediate danger, regardless of
whether they are seeking services
through a victim service provider or
nonvictim service provider.

Another duty set forth in this part, is
the requirement to establish and
consistently follow written standards

when administering assistance under
this part. These requirements,
established in consultation with
recipients of Emergency Solutions
Grants program funds within the
geographic area, are intended to
coordinate service delivery across the
geographic area and assist Continuums
of Care and their recipients in
evaluating the eligibility of individuals
and families consistently and
administering assistance fairly and
methodically. The written standards can
be found in § 578.7(a}(9) of this interim
rule.

Designating and operating an HMIS.
The Continuum of Care is responsible
for designating an HMIS and an eligible
applicant to manage the HMIS,
consistent with the requirements, which
will be codified in 24 CFR part 580.
This duty is listed under section
402(f)(2) of the McKinney-Vento Act. In
addition, the Continuum is responsible
for reviewing, revising, and approving a
privacy plan, security plan, and data
quality plan for the HMIS and ensuring
consistent participation of recipients
and subrecipients in the HMIS.

Continuum of Care planning. The
Continuum is responsible for
coordinating and implementing a
system for its geographic area to meet
the needs of the homeless population
and subpopulations within the
geographic area. The interim rule
defines the minimum requirements for
this systematic approach under
§578.7(c)(1), such as emergency
shelters, rapid rehousing, transitional
housing, permanent supportive housing,
and prevention strategies. Because there
are not sufficient resources available
through the Continuum of Care program
to prevent and end homelessness,
coordination and integration of other
funding streams, including the
Emergency Solutions Grants program
and mainstream resources, is integral to
carrying out the Continuum of Care
System.

HUD has determined that since the
Continuum of Care will be the larger
planning organization, the Continuum
of Care must develop and follow a
Continuum of Care plan that adheres,
not only to the requirements being
established by this interim rule, but to
the requirements and directions of the
most recently issued notice of funding
availability (NOFA).

While these planning duties are not
explicitly provided in section 402(f) of
the Act, HUD has included them to
facilitate and clarify the Continuum of
Care planning process. Consistent with
the goals of the HEARTH Act, HUD
strives, through this interim rule, to
provide a comprehensive, well-
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coordinated and clear planning process,
which involves the creation of the
Continuum of Care and the duties the
Continuum of Care will have to fulfill.

Other planning duties for Continuums
established in this section of the interim
rule are planning for and conducting at
least a biennial-point-in-time count of
homeless persons within the geographic
area, conducting an annual gaps
analysis of the homeless needs and
services available within the geographic
area, providing information necessary to
complete the Consolidated Plan(s)
within the geographic area, and
consulting with State and local
government Emergency Solutions
Grants program recipients within the
Continuum of Care on the plan for
allocating Emergency Solutions Grants
program funds and reporting on and
evaluating the performance of
Emergency Solutions Grants program
recipients and subrecipients.

Preparing an application for funds. A
major function of the Continuum of Care
is preparing and overseeing an
application for funds under this part.
This section of the interim rule
establishes the duties of the Continuum
of Care related to the preparation of the
application. This section of the interim
rule establishes that the Continuum is
responsible for designing, operating,
and following a collaborative process for
the development of applications, as well
as approving the submission of
applications, in response to a NOFA
published by HUD.

The Continuum must also establish
priorities for funding projects within the
geographic area and determine the
number of applications being submitted
for funding. As previously noted in this
preambile, since the Continuum of Care
might not be a legal entity, and therefore
may not be able to enter into a
contractual agreement with HUD, the
Continuum must select one or more
eligible applicants to submit an
application for funding to HUD on its
behalf. If the Continuum of Care is an
eligible applicant, the Continuum of
Care may submit an application. If the
Continuum selects more than one
application, the Continuum must select
one eligible applicant to be the
collaborative applicant. That applicant
will collect and combine the required
application information from all of the
other eligible applicants and for all
projects within the geographic area that
the Continuum has designated. If only
one application is submitted by the
collaborative applicant, the
collaborative applicant will collect and
combine the required application
information from all projects within the
geographic area that the Continuum has

designated for funding. The
collaborative applicant will always be
the only applicant that can apply for
Continuum of Care planning costs. In
the case that there is one application for
projects, the recipient of the funds is
required to have signed agreements with
its subrecipients as set forth in
§578.23(c), and is required to monitor
and sanction subrecipients in
comﬁliance with §578.107.

Whether the Continuum of Care
submits the application or designates an
eligible applicant to submit the
application for funding, the Continuum
of Care retains all of its duties.

Unified Funding Agencies. To be
designated as the Unified Funding
Agency (UFA) for the Continuum of
Care, the Continuum must select the
collaborative applicant to apply to HUD
to be designated as the UFA for the
Continuum. The interim rule establishes
the criteria HUD will use when
determining whether to designate the
collaborative applicant as a UFA. These
standards were developed to ensure that
collaborative applicants have the
capacity to manage the grant and carry
out the duties in 578.11(b), and are
described below.

The duties of the UFA established in
§578.11 are consistent with the duties
set forth in section 402(g) of the Act.
Even if the Continuum designates a
UFA to submit the application for
funding, the Continuum of Care retains
all of its duties.

Remedial actions. Section 402(c) of
the McKinney-Vento Act gives HUD the
authority to ensure the fair distribution
of grant amounts for this program, such
as designating another body as a
collaborative applicant, replacing the
Continuum of Care for the geographic
area, or permitting other eligible entities
to apply directly for grants. Section
578.13 of this interim rule addresses the
remedial actions that may be taken.

Overview of the Application and Grant
Award Process (Subpart C)

Eligible applicants. Under this interim
rule, eligible applicants consist of
nonprofit organizations, State and local
governments, and instrumentalities of
local governments. An eligible applicant
must have been designated by the
Continuum of Care to submit an
application for grant funds under this
part. The Continuum’s designation must
state whether the Continuum is
designating more than one applicant to
apply for funds, and if it is, which
applicant is being designated the
collaborative applicant. A Continuum of
Care that is designating only one
applicant for funds must designate that
applicant to be the collaborative

applicant. For-profit entities are not
eligible to apply for grants or to be
subrecipients of grant funds.

Section 401(10) of the McKinney-
Vento Act identifies that collaborative
applicants may be legal entities, and a
legal entity may include a consortium of
instrumentalities of a State or local
government that has constituted itself as
an entity. HUD has not included a
consortium in the list of eligible
applicants. As noted earlier in this
preamble, a Continuum of Care is
defined to mean a group that is
composed of representatives of
organizations across the entire
geographic area claimed by the
Continuum of Care. A Continuum is
able to combine more than one
metropolitan city or county into the
geographic area that the Continuum
represents. In essence, the Continuum of
Care acts as a consortium, and it is
therefore HUD's position that the
inclusion of consortiums in the interim
rule would be redundant.

Determining the Continuum’s
maximum award amount. The total
amount for which a Continuum of Care
is eligible to apply and be awarded is
determined through a four-step process,
including the following factors: A
Continuum’s PPRN amount; renewal
demand; any additional increases in
amounts for leasing, rental assistance,
and operating costs based on Fair
Market Rents (FMRs); planning and
UFA cost funds; and the amounts
available for bonus dollars.

Using the formula that will be
discussed below, HUD will first
determine a Continuum of Care’s PPRN
amount, as authorized under section
427(b)(2)(B) of the McKinney-Vento Act.
This amount is the sum of the PPRN
amounts for each metropolitan city,
urban county, non-urban county, and
insular area claimed by the Continuum
of Care as part of its geographic area,
excluding any counties applying for, or
receiving funds under the Rural
Housing Stability Assistance program,
the regulations for which will be
established in 24 CFR part 579. The
PPRN for each of these areas is based
upon the “need formula” under
§579.17(a)(2) and (3). Under the
McKinney-Vento Act, HUD is required
to publish, by regulation, the formula
used to establish grant amounts. The
need formula under § 579.17(a)(2) and
(3) satisfies this requirement, and HUD
specifically seeks comment on this
formula. HUD will announce the PPRN
amounts prior to the publication of the
NOFA on its Web site.

To establish the amount on which the
need formula is run, HUD will deduct
an amount, which will be published in
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the NOFA, to be set aside to provide a
bonus, and the amount necessary to
fund Continuum of Care planning
activities and UFA costs from the total
funds made available for the program
each fiscal year. On this amount, HUD
will use the following process to
establish an area’s PPRN., First, 2
percent of the total funds available shall
be allocated among the four insular
areas (American Samoa, Guam, the
Commonwealth of the Northern
Marianas, and the Virgin Islands) based
upon the percentage each area received
in the previous fiscal year under section
106 of the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974. Second, 75
percent of the remaining funds made
available shall be allocated to
metropolitan cities and urban counties
that have been funded under the
Emergency Solutions Grants program
(formerly known as the Emergency
Shelter Grants program) every year since
2004. Third, the remaining funds made
available shall be allocated to
Community Development Block Grant
{(CDBG) metropolitan cities and urban
counties that have not been funded
under the Emergency Solutions Grants
program every year since 2004 and all
other counties in the United States and
Puerto Rico.

Recognizing that in some federal
fiscal years, the amount available for the
formula may be less than the amount
required to renew all existing projects
eligible for renewal in that year for at
least one year, HUD has included a
method for distributing the reduction of
funds proportionally across all
Continuums of Care in §578.17(a)(4) of
this interim rule. HUD will publish the
total dollar amount that each
Continuum will be required to deduct
from renewal projects Continuum-wide,
and Continuums will have the authority
to determine how to administer the cuts
to projects across the Continuum.

~ Specific request for comment. HUD
specifically requests comment on the
method established in § 578.17(a)(4) to
reduce the total amount required to
renew all projects eligible for renewal in
that one year, for at least one year, for
each Continuum of Care when funding
is not sufficient to renew all projects
nationwide for at least one year.

The second step in determining a
Continuum’s maximum award amount
is establishing a Continuum of Care’s
“renewal demand.” The Continuum’s
renewal demand is the sum of the
annual renewal amounts of all projects
eligible within the Continuum of Care’s
geographic area to apply for renewal in
that federal fiscal year’s competition
before any adjustments to rental
assistance, leasing, and operating line

items based on changes to the FMRs in
the geographic area.

Third, HUD will determine the
Continuum of Care’s Final Pro Rata
Need (FPRN), which is the higher of:
(1) PPRN, or (2) renewal demand for the
Continuum of Care. The FPRN
establishes the base for the maximum
award amount for the Continuum of
Care. -

Fourth, HUD will determine the
maximum award amount. The
maximum award amount for the
Continuum of Care is the FPRN amount
plus any additional eligible amounts for
Continuum planning; establishing fiscal
controls for the Continuum; updates to
leasing, operating, and rental assistance
line items based on changes to FMR;
and the availability of any bonus
funding during the competition.

Application process. Each fiscal year,
HUD will issue a NOFA. All
applications, including applications for
grant funds, and requests for
designation as a UFA or HPC, must be
submitted to HUD in accordance with
the requirements of the NOFA and
contain such information as the NOFA
specifies. Applications may request up
to the maximum award amount for
Continuums of Care.

An applicant that is a State or a unit
of general local government must have
a HUD-approved, consolidated plan in
accordance with HUD’s Consolidated
Plan regulations in 24 CFR part 91. The
applicant must submit a certification
that the application for funding is
consistent with the HUD-approved
consolidated plan(s) in the project’s
jurisdiction(s). Applicants that are not
States or units of general local
government must submit a certification
that the application for funding is
consistent with the jurisdiction’s HUD-
approved consolidated plan. The
certification must be made by the unit
of general local government or the State,
in accordance with HUD’s regulations in
24 CFR part 91, subpart F. The required
certification must be submitted by the
funding application submission
deadline announced in the NOFA.

An applicant may provide assistance
under this program only in accordance
with HUD subsidy layering
requirements in section 102 of the
Housing and Urban Development
Reform Act of 1989 (42 U.S.C. 3545). In
this interim rule, HUD clarifies that the
applicant must submit information in its
application on other sources of funding
the applicant has received, or
reasonably expects to receive, for a
proposed project or activities.

Awarding funds. HUD will review
applications in accordance with the
guidelines and procedures specified in

the NOFA and award funds to recipients
through a national competition based on
selection criteria as defined in section
427 of the McKinney-Vento Act. HUD
will announce the awards and notify
selected applicants of any conditions
imposed on the awards.

Grant agreements. A recipient of a
conditionally awarded grant must
satisfy all requirements for obligation of
funds; otherwise, HUD will withdraw
its offer of the award. These conditions
include establishing site control,
providing proof of match, complying
with environmental review under
§578.31, and documenting financial
feasibility within the deadlines under
§578.21(a)(3). HUD has included in the
interim rule the deadlines for conditions
that may be extended and the reasons
for which HUD will consider an
extension.

The interim rule requires that site
control be established by each recipient
receiving funds for acquisition,
rehabilitation funding, new
construction, or operating costs, or for
providing supportive services. HUD has
determined that the time to establish
site control is 12 months for projects not
receiving new construction, acquisition,
or rehabilitation funding, as stated
under section 426(a) of the McKinney-
Vento Act, not 9 months as stated under
section 422(d) of the McKinney-Vento
Act, for projects receiving operating and
supportive service funds. HUD’s
determination on the time needed to
establish site control is based on
previous program policy, and the longer
time frame takes into consideration the
reality of the housing market. Projects
receiving acquisition, rehabilitation, or
new construction funding must provide
evidence of site control no later than 24
months after the announcement of grant
awards, as provided under section
422(d) of the McKinney-Vento Act.

The interim rule requires that HUD
perform an environmental review for
each property as required under HUD’s
environmental regulations in 24 CFR
part 50. All recipients of Continuum of
Care program funding under this part
must supply all available, relevant
information necessary to HUD, and
carry out mitigating measures required
by HUD. The recipient, its project
partners, and its project partner’s
contractors may not perform any eligible
activity for a project under this part, or
commit or expend HUD or local funds
for such activities until HUD has
performed an environmental review and
the recipient has received HUD
approval of the property agreements.

Executing grant agreements. If a
Continuum designates more than one
applicant for the geographic area, HUD
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will enter into a grant agreement with
each designated recipient for which an
award is announced. If a Continuum
designates only one recipient for the
geographic area, HUD may enter into
one grant agreement with that recipient
for new awards, if any; and one grant
agreement for renewals and Continuum
of Care planning costs and UFA costs,
if any. These two grant agreements will
cover the entire geographic area, and a
default by the recipient under one of
these agreements will also constitute a
default under the other. If the
Continuum is a UFA, HUD will enter
into one grant agreement with the UFA
for new awards, if any; and one for
renewal and Continuum of Care
planning costs and UFA costs, if any.
Similarly, these two grant agreements
will cover the entire geographic area
and a default by the recipient under one
of those agreements will also constitute
a default under the other.

HUD requires the recipient to enter
into the agreement described in
§578.23(c). Under this agreement, the
grant recipient must agree to ensure that
the operation of the project will be in
accordance with the McKinney-Veto Act
and the requirements under this part. In
addition, the recipient must monitor
and report the progress of the projects
to the Continuum of Care and to HUD.
The recipient must ensure that
individuals and families experiencing
homelessness are involved in the
operation of the project, maintain
confidentiality of program participants,
and monitor and report matching funds
to HUD, among other requirements. The
recipient must also agree to use the
centralized or coordinated assessment
system established by the Continuum of
Care, unless the recipient or
subrecipient is a victim service
provider. Victim service providers may
choose not to use the centralized or
coordinated assessment system
provided that all victim service
providers in the area use a centralized
or coordinated assessment system that
meets HUD’s minimum requirements.
HUD has provided this optional
exception because it understands the
unique role that victim service
providers have within the Continuum of
Care.

Renewals. The interim rule provides
that HUD may fund, through the
Continuum of Care program, all projects
that were previously eligible under the
McKinney-Vento Act prior to the
enactment of the HEARTH Act. These
projects may be renewed to continue
ongoing leasing, operations, supportive
services, rental assistance, HMIS, and
administration beyond the initial
funding period even if those projects

would not be eligible under the
Continuum of Care program. For
projects that would no longer be eligible
under the Continuum of Care program
(e.g., safe havens), but which are serving
homeless persons; HUD wants to ensure
that housing is maintained and that
persons do not become homeless
because funding is withdrawn.

HUD may renew projects that were
submitted on time and in such manner
as required by HUD, but did not have
a total score that would allow the
project to be competitively funded. HUD
may choose to exercise this option to
ensure that homeless or formerly
homeless persons do not lose their
housing. The interim rule provides,
based on the language in section 421(e)
of the McKinney-Vento Act, that HUD
may renew the project, upon a finding
that the project meets the purposes of
the Continuum of Care program, for up
to one year and under such conditions
as HUD deems appropriate.

Annual Performance Report. The
interim rule also provides that HUD
may terminate the renewal of any grant
and require the recipient to repay the
renewal grant if the recipient fails to
submit a HUD Annual Performance
Report (APR) within 90 days of the end
of the program year or if the recipient
submits an APR that HUD deems
unacceptable or shows noncompliance
with the requirements of the grant and
this part. Section 578.103(e) of the
Continuum of Care program regulations
further clarifies that recipients receiving
grant funds for acquisition,
rehabilitation, or new construction are
expected to submit APRs for 15 years
from the date of initial occupancy or the
date of initial service provision, unless
HUD provides an exception. The
recipient’s submission of the APR helps
HUD review whether the recipient is
carrying out the project in the manner
proposed in the application. Recipients
agree to submit an APR as a condition
of their grant agreement. This
requirement allows HUD to ensure that
recipients submit APRs on grant
agreements that have expired as a
condition of receiving approval for a
new grant agreement for the renewal
project.

Appeals. The interim rule provides
certain appeal options for applicants
that were not awarded funding.

Under section 422(g) of the
McKinney-Vento Act, if more than one
collaborative applicant submits an
application covering the same
geographic area, HUD must award funds
to the application that scores the highest
score based on the selection criteria set
forth in section 427 of the Act.
Consistent with HUD’s use of the term

Continuum of Care in the interim rule
where the statute uses collaborative
applicant, as explained earlier in the
preamble, the interim rule stipulates
that if more than one Continuum of Care
claims the same geographic area, then
HUD will award funds to the
Continuum applicant(s) whose
application(s) has the highest total score
and that no projects from the lower
scoring Continuum of Care will be
funded (and that any projects submitted
with both applications will not be
funded). To appeal HUD's decision to
fund the competing Continuum of Care,
the applicant(s) from the lower-scoring
Continuum of Care must file the written
appeal in such form and manner as
HUD may require within 45 days of the
date of HUD’s announcement of award.

If an applicant has had a certification
of consistency with a consolidated plan
withheld, that applicant may appeal
such a decision to HUD. HUD has
established a procedure to process the
appeals and no later than 45 days after
the date of receipt of an appeal, HUD
will make a decision.

Section 422(h) of the McKinney-Vento
Act provides the authority for a solo
applicant to submit an application to
HUD and be awarded a grant by HUD
if it meets the criteria under section 427
of the McKinney-Vento Act. The interim
rule clarifies that a solo applicant must
submit its application to HUD by the
deadline established in the NOFA to be
considered for funding. The statute also
requires that HUD establish an appeal
process for organizations that attempted
to participate in the Continuum of
Care’s process and believe they were
denied the right to reasonable
participation, as reviewed in the context
of the local Continuum’s process. An
organization may submit a solo
application to HUD and appeal the
Continuum’s decision not to include it
in the Continuum’s application. If HUD
finds that the solo applicant was not
permitted to participate in the
Continuum of Care process in a
reasonable manner, then HUD may
award the grant to that solo applicant
and may direct the Continuum to take
remedial steps to ensure reasonable
participation in the future. HUD may
also reduce the award to the
Continuum’s applicant(s).

Section 422(%)(

Vento Act requires that *“HUD establish
a timely appeal procedure for grant
amounts awarded or denied under this
subtitle to a collaborative application.”
The interim rule sets an appeal process
for denied or decreased funding under
§578.35(c). Applicants that are denied
funds by HUD, or that requested more
funds than HUD awarded, may appeal

1) of the McKinney-
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by filing a written appeal within 45 days
of the date of HUD’s announcement of
the award. HUD will notify applicant of
its decision on the appeal within 60
days of the date of HUD's receipt of the
written appeal.

Program Components and Eligible Costs
(Subpart D)

Program components. The interim
rule provides that Continuum of Care
funds may be used for projects under
five program components: Permanent
housing, transitional housing,
supportive services only, HMIS, and, in
some cases, homelessness prevention.
Administrative costs are eligible under
all components. Where possible, the
components set forth in the Continuum
of Care program are consistent with the
components set forth under the
Emergency Solutions Grants program.
This will ease the administrative burden
on recipients of both programs and will
ensure that reporting requirements and
data quality benchmarks are
consistently established and applied to
like projects. One significant distinction
between the Emergency Solutions
Grants program and this part can be
found in the eligible activities and
administration requirements for
assistance provided under the rapid
rehousing component in this interim
rule. The significant differences
between this component in the
Emergency Sclutions Grants program
and this part are discussed below.

The interim rule sets forth the costs
eligible for each program component in
§578.37(a). The eligible costs for
contributing data to the HMIS
designated by the Continuum of Care
are also eligible under all components.

Consistent with the definition of
permanent housing in section 401 of the
McKinney-Vento Act and §578.3 of this
interim rule, the permanent housing
component is community-based housing
without a designated length of stay that
permits formerly homeless individuals
and families to live as independently as
possible. The interim rule clarifies that
Continuum of Care funds may be spent
on two types of permanent housing:
Permanent supportive housing for
persons with disabilities (PSH) and
rapid rehousing that provides temporary
assistance (i.e., rental assistance and/or
supportive services) to program
participants in a unit that the program
participant retains after the assistance
ends.

Although the McKinney-Vento Act
authorizes permanent housing without
supportive services, the interim rule
does not. Based on its experience with
the Supportive Housing and Shelter
Plus Care programs, HUD has

determined that programs should
require at least case management for
some initial period after exiting
homelessness. HUD has imposed the
requirement that rapid rehousing
include, at a minimum, monthly case
management meetings with program
participants (except where prohibited
by the Violence Against Women Act
(VAWA) and the Family Violence
Prevention and Services Act (FVPSA))
and allows for a full range of supportive
services to be provided for up to 6
months after the rental assistance stops.
Many other HUD programs, such as
Section 8 and HOME, provide housing
without supportive services to low-
income individuals and families.

With respect to rapid rehousing, the
interim rule provides that funds under
this part may be used to provide
supportive services and short-term
and/or medium-term rental assistance.
While the time frames under which a
program participant may receive short-
term or medium-term rental assistance
set forth in this part match the time
frames set forth in the Emergency
Solutions Grants program, the
supportive services available to program
participants receiving rapid rehousing
assistance under the Continuum of Care
program are not limited to housing
relocation and stabilization services as
they are in the Emergency Solutions
Grants program. Program participants
receiving rapid rehousing under this
part may receive any of the supportive
services set forth in §578.53 during
their participation in the program. The
Continuum of Care, however, does have
the discretion to develop written
policies and procedures that limit the
services available to program
participants that better align the services
available to program participants with
those set forth in the Emergency
Solutions Grants program.

Specific request for comment. While
HUD’s experience with the Supportive
Housing and Shelter Plus Care programs
is the basis for HUD’s determination to
require case management for some
initial period after exiting homelessness,
HUD specifically welcomes comment on
other experiences with monthly case
management.

The interim rule provides that the
HMIS component is for funds that are
used by HMIS Leads only. Eligible costs
include leasing a structure in which the
HMIS is operated, operating funds to
operate a structure in which the HMIS
is operated, and HMIS costs related to
establishing, operating, and customizing
a Continuum of Care’s HMIS.

As set forth in Section 424(c) of the
McKinney-Veto Act, Continuum of Care
funds may be used only for the

homelessness prevention component by
recipients in Continuums of Care that
have been designated HPCs by HUD.
Eligible activities are housing relocation
and stabilization services, and short-
and/or medium-term rental assistance,
as set forth in 24 CFR 576.103,
necessary to prevent an individual or
family from becoming homeless.

Planning activities. Under this interim
rule, HUD lists eligible planning costs
for the Continuum of Care under
§578.39(b) and (c}. HUD will allow no
more than 3 percent of the FPRN, or a
maximum amount to be established by
the NOFA, to be used for certain costs.
These costs must be related to designing
a collaborative process for an
application to HUD, evaluating the
outcomes of funded projects under the
Continuum of Care and Emergency
Solutions Grants programs, and
participating in the consolidated plan(s)
for the geographic area(s). Under section
423 of the McKinney-Vento Act, a
collaborative applicant may use no more
than 3 percent of total funds made
available to pay for administrative costs
related to Continuum of Care planning.

HUD is defining “of the totfﬁ funds
made available” to mean FPRN, the
higher of PPRN or renewal demand, in
the interim rule. HUD has determined
that FPRN strikes the correct balance, as
it is the higher of PPRN or renewal
demand. This will help Continuums of
Care {CoC) balance: (1) Having sufficient
planning dollars to be successful in its
duties and compete for new money
(which would be the PPRN), and (2)
being able to monitor and evaluate
actual projects in operation (and plan
for renewal demand). The
administrative funds related to CoC
planning made available will be added
to a CoC’s FPRN to establish the CoCs
maximum award amount.

Unified Funding Agency Costs. Under
this interim rule, HUD lists eligible UFA
costs in § 578.41(b) and {c). Similar to
the cap on planning costs for CoC, HUD
will allow no more than 3 percent of the
FPRN, or a maximum amount to be
established by the NOFA, whichever is
less, to be used for UFA costs. This
amount is in addition to the amount
made available for CoC planning costs.
UFA costs include costs associated with
ensuring that all financial transactions
carried out under the Continuum of
Care program are conducted and records
maintained in accordance with
generally accepted accounting
principles, including arranging for an
annual survey, audit, or evaluation of
the financial records of each project
carried out by a subrecipient funded by
a grant received through the Continuum
of Care program. The funds made
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available to UFAs related to establishing
fiscal controls will be added to a CoC’s
FPRN to establish the CoC maximum
award amount.

Leasing. Under this interim rule, grant
funds may be used to pay the costs of
leasing a structure or structures, or
portions of structures, to provide
housing or supportive services. The
interim rule further clarifies that leasing
means that the lease is between the
recipient of funds and the landlord.
HUD recognizes that some grantees
receiving funds through the Supportive
Housing Program may have been using
their leasing funds in a manner
consistent with the rental assistance
requirements established in § 578.51;
therefore, since the Continuum of Care
program authorizes both leasing and
rental assistance, the rule provides for
an allowance for projects originally
approved to carry out leasing to renew
and request funds for rental assistance,
so long as the rental assistance meets’
the requirements in § 578.51. The rule
provides that a recipient of a grant
awarded under the McKinney-Vento
Act, prior to enactment of the HEARTH
Act, must apply for leasing if the lease
is between the recipient and the
landlord, notwithstanding that the grant
was awarded prior to the HEARTH Act
amendments to the McKinney-Vento
Act.

The interim rule provides that leasing
funds may not be used to lease units or
structures owned by the recipient,
subrecipient, their parent
organization(s), any other related
organization(s), or organizations that are
members of a partnership where the
partnership owns the structure, unless
HUD authorizes an exception for good
cause. The interim rule establishes
minimum requirements that a request
for an exception must include. These
exceptions are based on HUD’s
experience in administering the
Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-
Housing Program (HPRP).

The interim rule establishes that
projects for leasing may require that
program participants pay an occupancy
charge (or in the case of a sublease, rent)
of no more than 30 percent of their
income. Income must be calculated in
accordance with HUD’s regulations in
24 CFR 5.609 and 24 CFR 5.611(a).
However, the interim rule clarifies that
projects may not charge program fees.

Rental assistance. Under this interim
rule, rental assistance is an eligible cost
for permanent and transitional housing,
and this rule clarifies that the rental
assistance may be short-term, up to 3
months of rent; medium-term, for 3 to
24 months of rent; and long-term, for
longer than 24 months of rent. This

section provides that rental assistance
may include tenant-based, project-
based, or sponsor-based rental
assistance. This section also provides
that project-based rental assistance may
include rental assistance to preserve
existing permanent supportive housing
for homeless individuals and families.
Given that the availability of affordable
rental housing has been shown to be a
key factor in reducing homelessness, the
availability of funding for short-term,
medium-term, and long-term rental
assistance under both the Emergency
Solutions Grants program and the
Continuum of Care program is not
inefficient use of program funds, but
rather effective use of funding for an
activity that lowers the number of
homeless persons.

As noted in the above discussion of
rental housing available for funding
under the Continuum of Care program,
one eligible form of rental assistance is
tenant-based, which allows the program
participant to retain rental assistance for
another unit. The interim rule limits
this retention to within the Continuum
of Care boundaries. HUD has
determined that Continuum of Care
program funds must be used within the
Continuum’s geographic boundaries. If
program participants move outside of
the Continuum, the Continuum may pay
moving costs, security deposits, and the
first month of rent for another unit;
however, the Continuum would have to
organize assistance with the relevant
Continuum of Care for the program
participant if rental assistance is to
continue. The program participant may
be transferred to a rental assistance
program in a different Continuum
without having to become homeless
again. The recipient may also limit the
movement of the assistance to a smaller
area if this is necessary to coordinate
service delivery.

Under this interim rule, the only
exception to the limitation for retention
of tenant-based rental assistance is for
program participants who are victims of
domestic violence, dating violence,
sexual assault, or stalking. Under the
definition of “tenant-based” in the
McKinney-Vento Act (section 401(28) of
the McKinney-Vento Act), these
participants must have complied with
all other obligations of the program and
reasonably believe that he or she is
imminently threatened by harm from
further violence if he or she remains in
the assisted dwelling unit.

In the interim rule, HUD has clarified
that the imminent threat of harm must
be from further domestic violence,
dating violence, sexual assault, or
stalking, which would include threats
from a third party, such as a friend or

family member of the perpetrator of the
violence. HUD requires that the program
participant provide appropriate
documentation of the original incident
of domestic violence, dating violence,
sexual assault, or stalking, and any
evidence of the current imminent threat
of harm. Examples of appropriate
documentation of the original incident
of domestic violence, dating violence,
sexual assault, or stalking include
written observation by the housing or
service provider; a letter or other
documentation from a victim service
provider, social worker, legal assistance
provider, pastoral counselor, mental
health provider, or other professional
from whom the victim has sought
assistance; or medical or dental, court,
or law enforcement records.
Documentation of reasonable belief of
further domestic violence, dating
violence, sexual assault, or stalking
includes written observation by the
housing or service provider; a letter or
other written documentation from a
victim service provider, social worker,
legal assistance provider, pastoral
counselor, mental health provider, or
other professional from whom the
victim has requested assistance; a
current restraining order, recent court
order, or other court records; or law
enforcement reports or records. The
housing or service provider may also
consider other documentation such as
emails, voicemails, text messages, social
media posts, and other communication.
Because of the particular safety
concerns surrounding victims of
domestic violence, the interim rule
provides that acceptable evidence for
both the original violence and the
reasonable belief include an oral
statement. This oral statement does not
need to be verified, but it must be
documented by a written certification
by the individual or head of household.

This provision is specific to victims of
domestic violence, dating violence,
sexual assault, and stalking who are
receiving tenant-based rental assistance
in permanent housing. This interim rule
contains other policies for moving
program participants receiving any type
of assistance under this interim rule,
including tenant-based rental assistance,
within the Continuum of Care
geographic area, or smaller geographic
area required by the provider to
coordinate service delivery. Moving
program participants outside of the
geographic area where providers can
coordinate service-delivery is
administratively difficult for providers
and makes it difficult to monitor that
program participants have access to, and
are receiving, appropriate supportive
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services; therefore, moves outside of the
geographic area where the provider can
effectively deliver and monitor service
coordination are allowed only under
exceptional circumstances. HUD has
established these provisions to provide
an exception and to address the
challenges that are associated with such
a move.

Based on HUD'’s experience in
administering the Shelter Plus Care
program, the interim rule includes
provisions to clarify when rental
payments may continue to be made to
a landlord when the program
participant no longer resides in the unit.
For vacated units, the interim rule
provides that assistance may continue
for a maximum of 30 days from the end
of the month in which the unit was
vacated, unless the unit is occupied by
another eligible person. A person
staying in an institution for less than 90
days is not considered as having vacated
the unit. Finally, the recipient may use
grant funds, in an amount not to exceed
one month’s rent, to pay for any damage
to housing due to the action of the
program participant, one-time, per
program participant, per unit. This
assistance can be provided only at the
time the program participant exits the
housing unit.

Supportive services. Grant funds may
be used to pay eligible costs of
supportive services for the special needs
of program participants. All eligible
costs are eligible to the same extent for
program participants who are
unaccompanied homeless youth;
persons living with Human
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV)/
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome
(AIDS) (HIV/AIDS); and victims of
domestic violence, dating violence,
sexual assault, or stalking. Any cost that
is not described as an eligible cost under
this interim rule is not an eligible cost
of providing supportive services.
Eligible costs consist of assistance with
moving costs, case management, child
care, education services, employment
assistance and job training, housing
search and counseling services, legal
services, life skills training, mental
health services, outpatient health
services, outreach services, substance
abuse treatment services, transportation,
and utility deposits.

The detinition of “‘supportive
services” in section 401(27) of the
McKinney-Vento Act includes the
provision of mental health services,
trauma counseling, and victim services.
HUD has determined that victim
services are eligible as supportive
services, and are included as eligible
program costs in this interim rule.
Providers are allowed to provide

services specifically to victims of
domestic violence, dating violence,
sexual assault, and stalking. The eligible
costs for providing victim services are
listed as eligible costs in the supportive
services funding category. Rather than
create a new eligible line item in the
project budget, HUD has determined
that these costs can be included in the
funding categories already established.

Indirect costs. Indirect costs are
allowed as part of eligible program
costs. Programs using indirect cost
allocations must be consistent with
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) Circulars A-87 and A-122, as
applicable. OMB Circular A-87 and the
regulations at 2 CFR part 225 pertain to
“Cost Principles for State, Local, and
Indian Tribal Governments.” OMB
Circular A-122 and the regulations
codified at 24 CFR part 230 pertain to
““Cost Principles for Non-Profit
Organizations.”

Other costs. In addition to the eligible
costs described in this preamble, the
regulation addresses the following other
eligible costs: acquisition, rehabilitation,
new construction, operating costs,
HMIS, project administrative costs, and
relocation costs.

High-Performing Communities (Subpart
E)

Section 424 of the McKinney-Vento
Act establishes the authority for the
establishment of and requirements for
HPCs. Applications must be submitted
by the collaborative applicant at such
time and in such manner as HUD may
require and contain such information as
HUD determines necessary under
§578.17(b). Applications will be posted
on the HUD Web site (www.hud.gov) for
public comments. In addition to HUD’s
review of the applications, interested
members of the public will be able to
provide comment to HUD regarding the
applications.

Requirements. The Continuum of Care
must use HMIS data (HUD will publish
data standards and measurement
protocols) to determine that the
standards for qualifying as a HPC are
met. An applicant must submit a report
showing how the Continuum of Care
program funds were expended in the
prior year, and provide information that
the Continuum meets the standards for
HPCs.

Standards. In order to qualify as an
HPC, a Continuum of Care must
demonstrate through reliable data that it
meets all of the required standards. The
interim rule clarifies which standards
will be measured with reliable data from
a Continuum’s HMIS and which
standards will be measured through
reliable data from other sources and

presented in a narrative form or other
format prescribed by HUD.

Continuums must use the HMIS to
demonstrate the following measures: (1)
That the mean length of homelessness
must be less than 20 days for the
Continuum’s geographic area, or the
Continuum’s mean length of episodes
for individuals and families in similar
circumstances was reduced by at least
10 percent from the preceding year; (2)
that less than 5 percent of individuals
and families that leave homelessness
become homeless again any time within
the next 2 years, or the percentage of
individuals and families in similar
circumstances who became homeless
again within 2 years after leaving
homelessness was decreased by at least
20 percent from the preceding year; and
(3) for Continuums of Care that served
homeless families with youth defined as
homeless under other federal statutes,
that 95 percent of those families did not
become homeless again within a 2-year
period following termination of
assistance and that 85 percent of those
families achieved independent living in
permanent housing for at least 2 years
following the termination of assistance.

The McKinney-Vento Act requires
that HUD set forth standards for
preventing homelessness among the
subset of those at the highest risk of
becoming homeless among those
homeless families and youth defined as
homeless under other federal statutes,
the third measure above, one of which
includes achieving independent living
in permanent housing among this
population. HUD has set forth the
standards of 95 percent and 85 percent.
HUD recognizes that these standards are
high, but standards are comparable to
the other standards in the Act, which
are high. It is HUD’s position that HPCs
should be addressing the needs of those
homeless individuals within their
communities prior to receiving
designation of a HPC and being allowed
to spend funds in accordance with
§578.71.

The final standard that the
Continuum must use its HMIS data to
demonstrate is provided under section
424(d)(4) of the Act. The statute requires
each homeless individual or family who
sought homeless assistance to be
included in the data system used by that
community. HUD has defined this as
bed-coverage and service-volume
coverage rates of at least 80 percent. The
documentation that each homeless
individual or family who sought
homeless assistance be included in the
HMIS is not measurable by HUD. This
type of standard would be entirely
reliant upon self-reporting.
Additionally, individuals and families
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have the right to decline having their
data entered into the HMIS. HUD uses
bed-coverage rates and service-volume
coverage rates as a proxy for measuring
the rate of inclusion of persons who are
present for services or housing in the
HMIS. This is a measurable standard,
and HUD defines the calculation in the
HMIS rule; therefore, the measurement
will be consistent between Continuums.

Continuums must use reliable data
from other sources and presented in a
narrative form or other format
prescribed by HUD to measure two
standards: Community action and
renewing HPC status. Section 424(d)(4)
of the McKinney-Vento Act establishes
another standard for HPCs, which is
‘“community action.” This statutory
section provides that communities that
compose the geographic area must have
actively encouraged homeless
individuals and families to participate
in housing and services available in the
geographic area and included each
homeless individual or family who
sought homeless assistance services in
the data system used by that community
for determining compliance. HUD has
defined “communities that compose the
geographic area’ to mean the entire
geographic area of the Continuum. This
definition will also provide consistency
of measurement since most of HUD’s
measurements are across the entire
Continuum of Care geographic area.
HUD has further defined “actively
encourage’” within this standard as a
comprehensive outreach plan, including
specific steps for identifying homeless
persons and referring them to
appropriate housing and services in that
geographic area. The measurement of
the last part of this standard, *““each
homeless individual or family who
sought homeless assistance services in
the data system used by that
community,” will be measured using
reliable data from an HMIS and has
been discussed earlier in this preamble.
HUD has determined this will provide
clarity and ensure consistent
measurement across Continuums.

The interim rule provides that a
Continuum of Care that was an HPC in
the prior year and used Continuum
funds for activities described under
§578.71 must demonstrate that these
activities were effective at reducing the
number of persons who became
homeless in that community, to be
renewed as a HPC.

Selection. HUD will select up to 10
Continuums of Care each year that best
meet the application requirements and
the standards set forth in § 578.65.
Consistent with section 424 of the
McKinney-Vento Act, the interim rule
provides a HPC designation for the

grants awarded in the same competition
in which the designation is applied for
and made. The designation will be for

a period of one year.

Eligible activities. Recipients and
subrecipients in Continuums that have
been designated an HPC may use grant
funds to provide housing relocation and
stabilization services and short- and/or
medium-term rental assistance to
individuals and families at risk of
homelessness as set for in the
Emergency Solutions Grants program.
All eligible activities discussed in this
section must be effective at stabilizing
individuals and families in their current
housing, or quickly moving such
individuals and families to other
permanent housing. This is the only
time that Continuum of Care funds may
be used to serve nonhomeless
individuals and families. Recipients and
subrecipients using grant funds on these
eligible activities must follow the
written standards established by the
Continuum of Care in § 578.7(a)(9)(v),
and the recordkeeping requirements set
for the Emergency Solutions Grants
program rule.

Program Requirements (Subpart F)

All recipients of Continuum of Care
funding must comply with the program
regulations and the requirements of the
NOFA issued annually by HUD.

Matching. The HEARTH Act allows
for a new, simplified match
requirement. All eligible funding costs
except leasing must be matched with no
less than a 25 percent cash or in-kind
match. The interim rule clarifies that the
match must be provided for the entire
grant, except that recipients that are
UFAs or are the sole recipient for the
Continuum may provide the match on a
Continuum-wide basis.

For in-kind match, the
governmentwide grant requirements of
HUD’s regulations in 24 CFR 84.23 (for
private nonprofit organizations) and
85.24 (for governments) apply. The
regulations in 24 CFR parts 84 and 85
establish uniform administrative
requirements for HUD grants. The
requirements of 24 CFR part 84 apply to
subrecipients that are private nonprofit
organizations. The requirements of 24
CFR part 85 apply to the recipient and
subrecipients that are units of general
purpose local government. The match
requirement in 24 CFR 84.23 and in 24
CFR 85.24 applies to administration
funds, as well as Continuum of Care
planning costs and UFA’s financial
management costs. All match must be
spent on eligible activities as required
under subpart D of this interim rule,
except that recipients and subrecipients

in HPCs may use match on eligible
activities described under §578.71.

General operations. Recipients of
grant funds must provide housing or
services that comply with all applicable
State and local housing codes, licensing
requirements, and any other
requirements in the project’s
jurisdiction. In addition, this interim
rule clarifies that recipients must abide
by housing quality standards and
suitable dwelling size. Recipients must
also assess supportive services on an
ongoing basis, have residential
supervision, and provide for
participation of homeless individuals as
required under section 426(g) of the
McKinney-Vento Act.

Specific request for comment. With
respect to housing quality standards,
HUD includes in this rule the
longstanding requirement from the
Shelter Plus Care program that
recipients or subrecipients, prior to
providing assistance on behalf of a
program participant, must physically
inspect each unit to assure that the unit
meets housing quality standards. This
requirement is designed to ensure that
program participants are placed in
housing that is suitable for living.
Additionally, these requirements are
consistent with HUD’s physical
inspection requirements in its other
mainstream rental assistance programs.
Notwithstanding that this is a
longstanding requirement, HUD
welcomes comment on alternatives to
inspection of each unit that may be less
burdensome but ensure that the housing
provided to a program participant is
decent, safe, and sanitary.

Under Section 578.75, General
Operations, subsection (h), entitled
“Supportive Service Agreements,”
states that recipients and subrecipients
may require program participants to
take part in supportive services so long
as they are not disability-related
services, provided through the project as
a condition of continued participation
in the program. Examples of disability-
related services include, but are not
limited to, mental health services,
outpatient health services, and
provision of medication, which are
provided to a person with a disability to
address a condition caused by the
disability.

This provision further states that if
the purpose of the project is to provide
substance abuse treatment services,
recipients and subrecipients may
require program participants to take part
in such services as a condition of
continued participation in the program.
For example, if a Continuum of Care
recipient operates a transitional housing
program with substance abuse treatment

ATTACHMENT .00
PAGE V5. OF .40 .. PAGES




45436 Federal Register/Vol.

77, No. 147/ Tuesday, July 31, 2012/Rules and Regulations

services, the recipient may require
program participants to participate in
those services. By contrast, in a program
that offers services but whose purpose is
not substance abuse treatment, a
recipient may not require a person who
is an alcoholic, for example, to sign a
supportive service agreement at initial
occupancy stating that he or she will
participate in substance abuse treatment
services as a condition of occupancy.
All program participants must, however,
meet all terms and conditions of
tenancy, including lease requirements.
If, as a result of a person’s behavior
stemming from substance use, a person
violates the terms of the lease, a
recipient may consider requiring
participation in services or any other
action necessary in order for such a
person to successfully meet the
requirements of tenancy.

Finally, the interim rule clarifies that
in units where the qualifying member of
the household has died, or has been
incarcerated or institutionalized for
more than 90 days, assistance may
continue until the expiration of the
lease in effect at the time of the
qualifying member’s death,
incarceration, or institutionalization.

Displacement, relocation, and
acquisition. All recipients must ensure
that they have taken all reasonable steps
to minimize the displacement of
persons as a result of projects assisted
under this part. This section of the
interim rule is substantially revised
from the previous programs to increase
clarity and comprehension of the
directions to recipients and
subrecipients in the use of grant funds.

Timeliness standards. Recipients
must initiate approved activities and
projects promptly. Recipients of funds
for rehabilitation and new construction
must begin construction activities
within 9 months of the signing of the
grant, and such activities must be
completed within 24 months. HUD is
providing these requirements to assist
communities in meeting the obligation
and expenditure deadline historically
imposed by the annual HUD
appropriations act. HUD may reduce a
grant term 1o a term of one year if
implementation delays reduce the
amount of funds that can be used during
the original grant term.

Limitation on use of funds. Recipients
of funds provided under this part must
abide by any limitations that apply to
the use of such funds, such as use of
funds for explicitly religious activities.

The limitation on use of funds also
addresses limitation on uses where
religious activities may be concerned. It
is HUD's position that faith-based
organizations are able to compete for

HUD funds and participate in HUD
programs on an equal footing with other
organizations; that no group of
applicants competing for HUD funds
should be subject, as a matter of
discretion, to greater or fewer
requirements than other organizations
solely because of their religious
character or affiliation, or, alternatively,
the absence of religious character or
affiliation. HUD’s general principles
regarding the equal participation of such
organizations in its programs are
codified at 24 CFR 5.109. Program-
specific requirements governing faith-
based activities are codified in the
regulations for the individual HUD
programs. (See, for example, 24 CFR
574.300(c), 24 CFR 582.115(c), and 24
CFR 583.150(b).)

HUD's equal participation regulations
were prompted by Executive Order
13279, Equal Prolection of the Laws for
Faith-Based and Community
Organizations, issued by President Bush
on December 12, 2002, and published in
the Federal Register on December 16,
2002 (67 FR 77141). Executive Order
13279 set forth principles and
policymaking criteria to guide federal
agencies in ensuring the equal
protection of the laws for faith-based
and community organizations.
Executive Order 13279 was amended by
Executive Order 13559 (Fundamental
Principles and Policymaking Criteria for
Partnerships With Faith-Based and
Other Neighborhood Organizations),
issued by President Obama on
November 17, 2010, and published in
the Federal Register on November 22,
2010 (75 FR 71319).

Executive Order 13559 expands on
the equal participation principles
provided in Executive Order 13279 to
strengthen the capacity of faith-based
and other neighborhood organizations to
deliver services effectively and ensure
the equal treatment of program
beneficiaries. Executive Order 13559
reiterates a key principle underlying
participation of faith-based
organizations in federally funded
activities and that is that faith-based
organizations be eligible to compete for
federal financial assistance used to
support social service programs and to
participate fully in social service
programs supported with federal
financial assistance without impairing
their independence, autonomy,
expression outside the programs in
question, or religious character.

With respect to program beneficiaries,
the Executive Order states that
organizations, in providing services
supported in whole or in part with
federal financial assistance, and in their
outreach activities related to such

services, should not be allowed to
discriminate against current or
prospective program beneficiaries on
the basis of religion, a religious belief,

a refusal to hold a religious belief, or a
refusal to attend or participate in a
religious practice. The Executive Order
directs that organizations that engage in
explicitly religious activities (including
activities that involve overt religious
content such as worship, religious
instruction, or proselytization) must
perform such activities and offer such
services outside of programs that are
supported with direct federal financial
assistance (including through prime
awards or subawards), separately in
time or location from any such programs
or services supported with direct federal
financial assistance, and participation in
any such explicitly religious activities
must be voluntary for the beneficiaries
of the social service program supported
with such federal financial assistance.
For purposes of greater clarity and
comprehensibility, the Executive Order
uses the term “explicitly religious” in
lieu of “inherently religious.” The
Executive Order further directs that if a
beneficiary or prospective beneficiary of
a social service program supported by
federal financial assistance objects to
the religious character of an
organization that provides services
under the program, that organization
shall, within a reasonable time after the
date of the objection, refer the
beneficiary to an alternative provider.

Executive Order 13559 provides for
the establishment of an Interagency
Working Group on Faith-Based and
Other Neighborhood Partnerships
(Working Group) to review and evaluate
existing regulations, guidance
documents, and policies, and directs the
OMB to issue guidance to agencies on
uniform implementation following
receipt of the Working Group’s report.
On April 27, 2012, the Working Group
issued its report, recommending a
model set of regulations and guidance
for agencies to adopt.?

HUD intends to wait for OMB
guidance before initiating any
rulemaking directed to broader changes
to HUD's existing faith-based
regulations, to ensure consistency with
faith-based regulations of other federal
agencies. However, HUD has revised its
regulatory provisions governing faith-
based activities to incorporate the
principles of Executive Order 13559
pertaining to equal treatment of program
beneficiaries and to adopt terminology,
such as “explicitly religious” and “‘overt

1 The report is available at: http://
www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/uploads/
finalfaithbasedworkinggroupreport.pdf.
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religious content,” that offers greater
clarity to the limitations placed on faith-
based organizations when using federal
funds for their supportive services.
Additionally, HUD is putting in place
through this rulemaking the provision of
Executive Order 13559 that directs the
referral to alternative providers.
Executive Order 13559 provides that if
a beneficiary or prospective beneficiary
of a social service program supported by
federal financial assistance objects to
the religious character of an
organization that provides services
under the program, that organization
shall, within a reasonable time frame
after the date of the objection, refer the
beneficiary to an alternative provider.
While HUD will benefit from OMB
guidance on other provisions of the
Executive Order, specifically those
which the Working Group is charged to
provide recommendations, the
“referral” provision of the Executive
Order is one that HUD believes it can
immediately put in place. HUD may,
following receipt of public comment
and further consideration of this issue,
revise how recipients and subrecipients
document the referral to other providers
when beneficiaries may assert
objections to the original provider. For
now, HUD is requiring that any
objections and any referrals be
documented in accordance with the
recordkeeping provisions of § 578.013.

This section of the interim rule also
contains limitations on the types of
eligible assistance that may not be
combined in a single structure or
housing unit. As the Continuum of Care
substantially increases the types of
assistance that may be combined in a
project from previous programs, HUD
has established standards in this section
to provide recipients with clarity about
the types of activities that may not be
carried out in a single structure or
housing unit.

Termination of assistance. The
interim rule provides that a recipient
may terminate assistance to a
participant who violates program
requirements or conditions of
occupancy. The recipient must provide
a formal process that recognizes the due
process of law. Recipients may resume
assistance to a participant whose
assistance has been terminated.

Recipients that are providing
permanent supportive housing for hard-
to-house populations of homeless
persons must exercise judgment and
examine all circumstances in
determining whether termination is
appropriate. Under this interim rule,
HUD has determined that a participant’s
assistance should be terminated only in
the most severe cases. HUD is carrying

over this requirement from the Shelter
Plus Care program.

Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity
requirements. The Continuum of Care,
as well as its members and
subrecipients, are required to comply
with applicable civil rights laws.
Section 578.93, addressing
nondiscrimination and equal
opportunity requirements, is provided
to offer greater direction to recipients
and subrecipients on the use of grant
funds. Section 578.93(a) states that the
nondiscrimination and equal
opportunity requirements set forth in 24
CFR 5.105(a) apply. This includes, but
is not limited to, the Fair Housing Act,
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973 (Section 504), and title II of the
Americans with Disabilities Act.

Section 578.93(b) explains when
recipients and subrecipients may
exclusively serve a particular
subpopulation in transitional or
permanent housing. As part of these
requirements, recipients must also
administer programs and activities
receiving federal financial assistance in
the most integrated setting appropriate
to the needs of qualified individuals
with disabilities. This “integration
mandate” requires that HUD-funded
programs or activities enable
individuals with disabilities to interact
with nondisabled persons to the fullest
extent possible. In reviewing requests
for funding through the Continuum of
Care NOFA, HUD will be considering
each recipient’s proposals to provide
integrated housing to individuals with
disabilities.

There are certain situations in which
a recipient or subrecipient may limit
housing to a specific subpopulation, so
long as admission does not discriminate
against any protected class, as well as
instances where recipients or
subrecipients may limit admission or
provide a preference to certain
subpopulations of homeless persons and
families who need the specialized
services provided in the housing. For
example, § 578.93(b)(2) states that the
housing may be limited to homeless
veterans, so long as admission is not
denied based on any membership in a
protected class; e.g., homeless veterans
with families must be admitted.
Similarly, housing may be limited to
domestic violence victims and their
families or persons who are at risk of
institutionalization, so long as
admission is not denied based on any
membership in a protected class.

Section 578.93(b)(3) states that
housing may be limited to families with
children.

Section 578.93(b)(1) states that, in
consideration of personal privacy,
housing may only be limited to a single
sex when such housing consists of a
single structure with shared bedrooms
or bathing facilities such that the \
considerations of personal privacy and
the physical limitations of the
configuration of the housing make it
appropriate for the housing to be limited
to one sex.

Further, §§ 578.93(b)(4) and (5) clearly
outline instances when sex offenders or
violent offenders may be excluded from
housing, and when projects providing
sober housing may exclude persons.

HUD'’s Section 504 regulations permit
housing funded under a particular
program to be reserved for persons with
a specific disability when a federal
statute or executive order specifically
authorizes such a limitation. Section
578.93(b)(6) states that if the housing is
assisted with funds under a federal
program that is limited by federal
statute or executive order to a specific
subpopulation, the housing may be
limited to that subpopulation.

Section 578.93(b)(7) provides
clarification to recipients of funds under
this part as to when a project can limit
admission to a specific subpopulation of
homeless individuals and families based
on the service package offered in the
project. To help recipients better
understand these requirements, the
following paragraphs provide a detailed
explanation of the regulatory provision,
along with a few examples.

Section 578.93(b)(7) states that
recipients may limit admission to or
provide a preference for the housing to
subpopulations of homeless persons and
families who need the specialized
supportive services that are provided in
the housing. The regulation contains the
following examples: Substance abuse
addiction treatment, domestic violence
services, or a high-intensity package
designed to meet the needs of hard-to-
reach homeless persons. However,
§578.93(b)(7) further states that while
the housing may offer services for a
particular type of disability, no
otherwise eligible individual with a
disability, or family that includes an
individual with a disability, who may
benefit from the services provided may
be excluded on the grounds that they do
not have a particular disability. Below
are general examples to offer guidance
on this subsection. Please note that
these examples are nonexhaustive, but
emphasize that the proper focus is on
the services available as part of the
Continuum of Care project as opposed
to a person’s category or subcategory of
disability. While these general
principles are offered to help clarify this
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section, a change in the factual scenario
may change the analysis.

One clarifying example is as follows.
A private, nonprofit organization or a
local government applies for and
receives a new grant under this part to
provide project-based rental assistance
and services, including case
management, intensive therapy
provided by a psychiatrist, and
medication management. The recipient
or subrecipient may establish a
preference for individuals who are
chronically homeless. When filling an
opening in the housing, the recipient or
subrecipient may target chronically
homeless individuals or families, but if
there are no such individuals or families
either on a waiting list or applying for
entrance to the program, the recipient or
subrecipient cannot deny occupancy to
individuals or families who apply for
entrance into the program and who may
benefit from the services provided.
When filling a vacancy in the housing,
the recipient or subrecipient, if
presented with two otherwise eligible
persons, one who is chronically
homeless and one who is not, may give
a preference to the chronically homeless
individual.

By comparison, § 578.93(b)(6)
addresses situations where Continuum
of Care funds are combined with HUD
funding for housing that may be
restricted to a specific disability. For
example, if Continuum of Care funds for
a specific project are combined with
construction or rehabilitation funding
for housing from the Housing
Opportunities for People With AIDS
program, the program may limit
eligibility for the project to persons with
HIV/AIDS and their families. An
individual or a family that includes an
individual with a disability may be
denied occupancy if the individual or at
least one member of the family does not
have HIV/AIDS.

In another example, a private,
nonprofit organization applies for and
receives Continuum of Care funds from
a local governmental entity to
rehabilitate a five-unit building, and
provides services including assistance
with daily living and mental health
services. While the nonprofit
organization intends to target and
advertise the project as offering services
for persons with developmental
disabilities, an individual with a severe
psychiatric disability who does not have
a developmental disability but who can
benefit from these services cannot be
denied.

Section 578.93(e) incorporates the
“preventing involuntary family
separation” requirement set forth in
Section 404 of the McKinney-Veto Act

into this interim rule. This provision
clarifies, especially for projects where
the current policy is to deny the
admittance of a boy under the age of 18,
that denying admittance to a project
based on age and gender is no longer
permissible. HUD encourages
Continuums of Care to use their
centralized or coordinated assessment
systems to find appropriate shelter or
housing for families with male children
under the age of 18.

Specific request for comment. HUD
specifically seeks comments from
Continuum of Care-funded recipients on
this requirement. HUD invites
comments about the difficulty that
recipients are going to experience, if
any, in implementing this requirement.
In addition to comments about the
difficulties, HUD invites communities
that have already implemented this .
requirement locally to describe their
methods for use in HUD’s technical
assistance materials and for posting on
the HUD Homeless Resource Exchange.

Other standards. In addition to the
program requirements described in this
preamble, the interim rule sets forth
other program requirements by which
all recipients of grant funds must abide.
These include a limitation on the use of
grant funds to serve persons defined as
homeless under other federal laws,
conflicts of interest standards, and
standards for identifying uses of

rogram income.

Additionally, recipients are required
to follow other federal requirements
contained in this interim rule under
§578.99. These include compliance
with such federal requirements as the
Coastal Barriers Resources Act, OMB
Circulars, HUD’s Lead-Based Paint
regulations, and audit requirements.
The wording of these requirements has
been substantially revised from previous
programs, with the objective being to
increase clarity and comprehension of
the directions to recipients and
subrecipients in the use of grant funds.

Administration (Subpart G)

Technical assistance. The purpose of
technical assistance under the
Continuum of Care program is to
increase the effectiveness with which
Continuums of Care, eligible applicants,
recipients, subrecipients, and UFAs
implement and administer their
Continuum of Care planning process.
Technical assistance will also improve
the capacity to prepare applications,
and prevent the separation of families in
projects funded under the Emergency
Solutions Grants, Continuum of Care,
and Rural Housing Stability Assistance
programs. Under this interim rule,
technical assistance means the transfer

of skills and knowledge to entities that
may need, but do not possess, such
skills and knowledge. The assistance
may include written information, such
as papers, manuals, guides, and
brochures; person-to-person exchanges;
and training and related costs.

Therefore, as needed, HUD may
advertise and competitively select
providers to deliver technical
assistance. HUD may enter into
contracts, grants, or cooperative
agreements to implement the technical
assistance. HUD may also enter into
agreements with other federal agencies
when awarding technical assistance
funds.

Recordkeeping requirements. Grant
recipients under the Supportive
Housing Program and the Shelter Plus
Care program have always been required
to show compliance with regulations
through appropriate records. However,
the existing regulations are not specific
about the records to be maintained. The
interim rule for the Continuum of Care
program elaborates upon the
recordkeeping requirements to provide
sufficient notice and clarify the
documentation that HUD requires for
assessing compliance with the program
requirements. The recordkeeping
requirements for documenting homeless
status were published in the December
5, 2011, Defining Homeless final rule.
Because these recordkeeping
requirements already went through a 60-
day comment period, HUD is not
seeking further comment on these
requirements. Additionally,
recordkeeping requirements with
similar levels of specificity apply to
documentation of “at risk of
homelessness” and these requirements
can be found in §576.500(c) of the
Emergency Solutions Grants program
interim rule published on December 5,
2011. Because the documentation
requirements pertaining to “at risk of
homelessness” were already subject to a
60-day public comment peried, HUD is
not seeking additional comment on
these requirements. Further
requirements are modeled after the
recordkeeping requirements for the
HOME Investment Partnerships Program
(24 CFR 92.508) and other HUD
regulations.

Included along with these changes are
new or expanded requirements
regarding confidentiality, rights of
access to records, record retention
periods, and reporting requirements.
Most significantly, to protect the safety
and privacy of all program participants,
the Continuum of Care rule broadens
the program’s confidentiality
requirements. The McKinney-Vento Act
requires only procedures to ensure the
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confidentiality of records pertaining to
any individual provided family viclence
prevention or treatment services under
this program. The interim rule requires
written procedures to ensure the
security and confidentiality of all
records containing personally
identifying information of any
individual or family who applies for
and/or receives Continuum of Care
assistance.

Grant and project changes. The
interim rule provides that recipients of
grants may not make any significant
changes to use of grant funds without
prior HUD approval, evidenced by a
grant amendment signed by HUD and
the recipient. The interim rule provides
separate standards for determining
when a grant amendment is required for
Continuums having only one recipient,
including UFAs, and Continuums
having more than one recipient.
Additionally, the interim rule provides
contingencies that must be met before
HUD will approve the grant
amendment. These contingencies are
necessary to ensure that recipients meet
the capacity requirements established in
the NOFA and to ensure that eligible
persons within the geographic area are
better served and, since the Continuum
of Care program is a competitive
program, that the priorities established
under the' NOFA continue to be met.
Any changes to an approved grant or
project that do not require a grant
amendment, as set forth in this section,
must be fully documented in the
recipient’s or subrecipient’s records.

Sanctions. The interim rule
establishes sanctions based on existing
regulations and strengthens the
enforcement procedures and array of
remedial actions and sanctions for
recipients and subrecipients of
Continuum of Care funds. These
revisions draw from the requirements at
24 CFR 85.43 and other HUD program
regulations.

Close-out. The interim rule provides
that grants must be closed out at the end
of their grant term if recipients are not
seeking renewal. Section 578.109 of this
interim rule specifies the actions that
must be taken after the closeout,
including grantee submission of
financial, final performance, or other
reports required by HUD within 90 days
of the end of the grant term. Any unused
funds must be deobligated and returned
to HUD.

The interim rule stipulates, for grants
seeking renewal, that failure to submit
final performance reports, or other
reports required by HUD within 90
days, may cause renewal funds to be
withdrawn and grant funds expended
on the renewal grant to be repaid.

I11. Regulations for HUD Homeless
Assistance Programs Existing Prior to
Enactment of HEARTH Act

Because grants are still being
administered under the Shelter Plus
Care program and the Supportive
Housing program, the regulations for
these programs in 24 CFR parts 582, and
583, respectively, will remain in the
Code of Federal Regulations for the time
being. When no more, or very few,
grants remain under these programs,
HUD will remove the regulations in
these parts by a separate rule (if no
grants exist) or will replace them with
a savings clause, which will continue to
govern grant agreements executed prior
to the effective date of the HEARTH Act
regulations.

IV. Conforming Regulations

In addition to establishing the new
regulations for the Continuum of Care
program, HUD is amending the
following regulations, which reference
the Shelter Plus Care Program and the
Supportive Housing Program, to include
reference to the Continuum of Care
program. These regulations are the
regulations pertaining to: (1) Family
Income and Family Payment;
Occupancy Requirements for Section 8
and Public Housing, Other HUD-
Assisted Housing Serving Persons with
Disabilities, and Section 8 Project-Based
Assistance, the regulations for which are
in 24 CFR part 5, subpart F, specifically,
§5.601 (Purpose and Applicability),
paragraphs (d) and (e) of this section;
§5.603 {Definitions), specifically the
definition of “Responsible Entity;”
§5.617 (Self-Sufficiency Incentives for
Persons with Disabilities—Disallowance
of Increase in Annual Income},
paragraph (a) of this section; (2)
Environmental Review Responsibilities
for Entities Assuming HUD
Environmental Responsibilities, the
regulations for which are in 24 CFR part
58, specifically § 58.1 (Purpose and
Applicability), paragraph (b)(3) of this
section; and (3) the Consolidated
Submissions for Community Planning
and Development Programs, the
regulations for which are in 24 CFR part
91, specifically, § 91.2 (Applicability),
paragraph (b) of this section.

V. Justification for Interim Rulemaking

In accordance with its regulations on
rulemaking at 24 CFR part 10, HUD
generally publishes its rules for advance
public comment.2 Notice and public

2The Administrative Procedure Act {5 U.S.C.
Subchapter IT) (APA), which governs federal
rulemaking, provides in section 553(a) that matters
involving a military or foreign affairs function of the
United States or a matter relating to federal agency

procedures may be omitted, however, if
HUD determines that, in a particular
case or class of cases, notice and public
comment procedure are “impracticable,
unnecessary, or contrary to the public
interest.” (See 24 CFR 10.1.)

In this case, HUD has determined that
it would be contrary to the public
interest to delay promulgation of the
regulations for the Continuum of Care
program.2 Congress has provided
funding for this new program in the
Consolidated and Further Continuing
Appropriations Act, 2012 (Pub. L. 112—
55, approved November 18, 2011) (FY
2012 Appropriations Act). The FY 2012
Appropriations Act, under the account
for Homeless Assistance Grants,
appropriates not less than $1.593 billion
for the Continuum of Care and Rural
Housing Stability programs. While
many federal programs, including HUD
programs, received a reduction in
funding in the FY 2012 Appropriations
Act, Congress increased funding for
HUD’s homeless assistance grants,
including the Continuum of Care
program. Additionally, the Conference
Report accompanying the FY 2012
Appropriations Act (House Report 112—
284) states in relevant part, as follows:
“The conferees express concern that
HUD continued to implement pre-
HEARTH grant programs in FY 2011,
due to a lack of regulations. The
conferees direct HUD to publish at Jeast
interim guidelines for the Emergency
Solutions Grants and Continuum of Care
programs this fiscal year and to
implement the new grant programs as
soon as possible so that the updated
policies and practices in HEARTH can
begin to govern the delivery of homeless
assistance funding.”” (See Conf. Rpt. at
page 319. Emphasis added.) Given this
congressional direction, HUD is issuing
this rule providing for regulations for
the Continuum of Care program as an
interim rule. Having interim regulations
in place will allow HUD to move
forward in making FY 2012 funds
available to grantees, and avoid a
significant delay that would result from
issuance, first, of a proposed rule. As

management or personnel or to public property,
loans, grants, benefits, or contracts are exempt from
the advance notice and public comment
requirement of sections 553(b) and (c) of the APA.
In its regulations in 24 CFR 10.1, HUD has waived
the exemption for advance notice and public
comment for matters that relate to public property,
loans, grants, benefits, or contracts, and has
committed to undertake notice and comment
rulemaking for these matters.

3 Although HUD’s regulation in 24 CFR 10.1
provide that HUD will involve public participation
in its rulemaking, this regulation also provides that
notice and public procedure will be omitted if HUD
determines in a particular case or class of cases that
notice and public procedure are impracticable,
unnecessary, or contrary to the public interest.
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has been discussed in this preamble, the
foundation for the Continuum of Care
regulations is the criteria and
requirements provided in NOFAs for the
Continuum of Care Homeless Assistance
Grants Competition program, which
HUD has funded for more than 10 years.
Through the Continuum of Care
Homeless Assistance Grants
Competition program, HUD provided
funding for the Supportive Housing
program, the Shelter Plus Care program,
and the Section 8 Moderate
Rehabilitation Single Room Occupancy
program. The HEARTH Act
consolidated these three competitive
programs into the statutorily established
Continuum of Care program, which was
established as a single grant program.
Interim regulations will provide
certainty with respect to funding
requirements and eligible expenditures
for FY 2012, and the public comment
solicited through this interim rule will
help inform the public procedures that
HUD is contemplating in its regulations
in 24 CFR part 10, and this public
comment, in turn, will inform the final
rule that will follow this interim rule
and govern the funding years following
FY 2012.

For the reasons stated above, HUD is
issuing this rule to take immediate
effect, but welcomes all comments on
this interim rule and all comments will
be taken into consideration in the
development of the final rule.

VI. Findings and Certifications

Regulatory Review—Executive Orders
12866 and 13563

Under Executive Order 12866
{Regulatory Planning and Review), a
determination must be made whether a
regulatory action is significant and,
therefore, subject to review by the Office
of Management and Budget (OMB) in
accordance with the requirements of the
order. Executive Order 13563
(Improving Regulations and Regulatory
Review) directs executive agencies to
analyze regulations that are “outmoded,
ineffective, insufficient, or excessively
burdensome, and to modify, streamline,
expand, or repeal them in accordance
with what has been learned.” Executive
Order 13563 also directs that, where
relevant, feasible, and consistent with
regulatory objectives, and to the extent
permitted by law, agencies are to
identify and consider regulatory
approaches that reduce burdens and
maintain flexibility and freedom of
choice for the public. This rule was
determined to be a “significant
regulatory action,” as defined in section
3(f) of Executive Order 12866 (although
not an economically significant

regulatory action, as provided under
section 3(f)(1) of the Executive Order).

As has been discussed in this
preamble, this interim rule establishes
the regulations for the Continuum of
Care program, which is the HEARTH
Act’s codification of HUD’s long-
standing Continuum of Care planning
process. The HEARTH Act not only
codified in law the planning system
known as Continuum of Care, but
consolidated the three existing
competitive homeless assistance grant
programs (Supportive Housing, Shelter
Plus Care, and Single Room Occupancy)
into the single grant program known as
the Continuum of Care program. As
discussed in the preceding section of
the preamble, HUD funded these three
programs for more than 10 years
through a NOFA, which was titled the
Continuum of Care Homeless Assistance
Grants Competition Program. However,
the funding of the three competitive
grant programs, although done through
a single NOFA, delineated the different
statutes and regulations that governed
each of the three programs (see, for
example, HUD’s 2008 Continuum of
Care NOFA at 73 FR 398450,
specifically page 39845). In
consolidating these three competitive
programs into a single grant program,
the HEARTH Act achieves the
administrative efficiency that HUD
strived to achieve to the extent possible,
through its administrative establishment
of the Continuum of Care planning
process. To the extent permitted by the
HEARTH Act and where feasible, the
regulations build-in flexibility for
grantees, based on experience in
administering the Continuum of Care
program to date. Given the transition
from administrative operation of the
Continuum of Care program to statutory
operation of the Continuum of Care
program, this interim rule would also
have no discernible impact upon the
economy.

The docket file is available for public
inspection in the Regulations Division,
Office of the General Counsel, Room
10276, 451 7th Street SW., Washington,
DC 20410-0500. Due to security
measures at the HUD Headquarters
building, please schedule an
appointment to review the docket file by
calling the Regulations Division at 202—
708-3055 (this is not a toll-free
number). Individuals with speech or
hearing impairments may access this
number via TTY by calling the Federal
Relay Service at 800—877-8339.

Environmental Impact

A Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI) with respect to the
environment has been made in

accordance with HUD regulations at 24
CFR part 50, which implement section
102(2)(C) of the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C.
4332(2)(C)). The Finding of No
Significant Impact is available for public
inspection between the hours of 8 a.m.
and 5 p.m. weekdays in the Regulations
Division, Office of General Counsel,
Department of Housing and Urban
Development, 451 7th Street SW., Room
10276, Washington, DC 20410-0500.
Due to security measures at the HUD
Headquarters building, please schedule
an appointment to review the FONSI by
calling the Regulations Division at 202—
708-3055 (this is not a toll-free
number). Individuals with speech or
hearing impairments may access this
number via TTY by calling the Federal
Relay Service at 800-877-8339.

Unfunded Mandates Reform Act

The Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 1531-1538) (UMRA)
establishes requirements for federal
agencies to assess the effects of their
regulatory actions on State, local, and
tribal governments and on the private
sector. This interim rule does not
impose a federal mandate on any State,
local, or tribal government, or on the
private sector, within the meaning of
UMRA.

Regulatory Flexibility Act

The Regulatory Flexibility Act (5
U.S.C. 601 et seq.) generally requires an
agency to conduct a regulatory
flexibility analysis of any rule subject to
notice and comment rulemaking
requirements, unless the agency certifies
that the rule will not have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities. This rule
solely addresses the allocation and use
of grant funds under the new
McKinney-Vento Act homeless
assistance programs, as consolidated
and amended by the HEARTH Act. As
discussed in the preamble, the majority
of the regulatory provisions proposed by
this rule track the regulatory provisions
of the Continuum of Care program, with
which prospective recipients of the
Supportive Housing program and the
Shelter Plus Care program are familiar.
Accordingly, the program requirements
should raise minimal issues because
applicants and grantees are familiar
with these requirements, and in
response to HUD's solicitations to them
on the burden of the requirements for
the Supportive Housing program and
the Shelter Plus Care program, grantees
have not advised that such requirements
are burdensome. Therefore, HUD has
determined that this rule would not
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have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities.

Notwithstanding HUD’s
determination that this rule will not
have a significant effect on a substantial
number of small entities, HUD
specifically invites comments regarding
any less burdensome alternatives to this
rule that will meet HUD's objectives as
described in this preamble.

Executive Order 13132, Federalism

Executive Order 13132 (entitled
“Federalism’’) prohibits an agency from
publishing any rule that has federalism
implications if the rule either imposes

substantial direct compliance costs on
State and local governments and is not
required by statute, or the rule preempts
State law, unless the agency meets the
consultation and funding requirements
of section 6 of the Executive Order. This
final rule does not have federalism
implications and does not impose
substantial direct compliance costs on
State and local governments nor
preempts State law within the meaning
of the Executive Order.

Paperwork Reduction Act

The information collection
requirements contained in this interim

rule have been submitted to the Office
of Management and Budget (OMB)
under the Paperwork Reduction Act of
1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501-3520). In
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act, an agency may not
conduct or sponsor, and a person is not
required to respond to, a collection of
information, unless the collection
displays a currently valid OMB control
number.

The burden of the information

collections in this interim rule is
estimated as follows:

REPORTING AND RECORDKEEPING BURDEN

Response
; . Number of Total annual Burden hours Total annual
Information collection respondents f(':\?eur:g:!)/ responses per response hours
§578.5(a) Establishing the CoC ..........ccccvcv i 450 1 450 8.0 3,600
§578.5(b) Establishing the Board .........c..c.ccceevrune 450 1 450 5.0 2,250
§578.7(a)(1) Hold CoC Meetings ............... 450 2 900 4.0 3,600
§578.7(a)(2) Invitation for New Members .. 450 1 450 1.0 450
§578.7(a)(4) Appoint committees ............... 450 2 900 05 450
§578.7(a)(5) Governance charter ........c.cccoeevreisinnnrenvenenas 450 1 450 7.0 3,150
§578.7(a)(6) and (7) Monitor performance and evaluation 450 4 450 9.0 4,050
§578.7(a)(8) Centralized or coordinated assessment sys-

BBIM ettt et e e 450 1 450 8.0 3,600
§578.7(a)(9) Written standards . 450 1 450 5.0 2,250
§578.7(b) Designate HMIS .........ccccooricvnicccecincnrcrnecnens 450 1 450 10.0 4,500
§578.9 Application for funds .........cccoveirinieenn e 450 1 450 180.0 81,000
§578.11(c) Develop CoC plan ... 450 1 450 9.0 4,050
§578.21(c) Satisfying conditions ......... 8,000 1 8,000 40 32,000
§578.23 Executing grant agreements . 8,000 1 8,000 1.0 8,000
§578.35(b) Appeal—so0I0 .........cccocreriirii 10 1 10 4.0 40
§578.35(c) Appeal—denied or decreased funding ............. 15 1 15 1.0 15
§578.35(d) Appeal—competing CoC ........ccceevvvveirnveenennns 10 1 10 5.0 50
§578.35(e) Appeal—Consolidated Plan certification .......... 5 1 5 2.0 10
§578.49(a)—Leasing exceptions ...........coceerrcennncreneennn 5 1 5 1.5 75
§578.65 HPC Standards ..........ccccevvevrcicenieneeccceecrenene 20 1 20 10.0 200
§578.75(a)(1) State and local requirements—appropriate

SEIVICE PrOVISION ......ccoceiiiriiiiinrecn e 7,000 1 7,000 0.5 3,500
§578.75(a)(1) State and local requirements—housing

COABS ...oviniir 20 1 20 3.0 60
§578.75(b) Housing quality standards ...............cccecrecnenen. 72,800 2 145,600 1.0 145,600
§578.75(b) Suitable dwelling Size ..........cccovreeririnvecneneenen 72,800 2 145,600 0.08 11,648
§578.75(C) Meals ......c..oocorieciiiiccn e 70,720 1 70,720 0.5 35,360
§578.75(e) Ongoing assessment of supportive services .... 8,000 1 8,000 15 12,000
§578.75(f) Residential supervision .............cccvcvennereenennnn. 6,600 3 19,800 0.75 14,850
§578.75(g) Participation of homeless individuals ............... 11,500 1 11,500 1.0 11,500
§578.75(h) Supportive service agreements ............. 3,000 100 30,000 0.5 15,000
§578.77(a) Signed leases/occupancy agreements .. 104,000 2 208,000 1.0 208,000
§578.77(b) Calculating occupancy charges ......... 1,840 200 368,000 0.75 276,000
§578.77(c) Calculating rent .............coeen., 2,000 200 400,000 0.75 300,000
§578.81(a) Use restriction ................ 20 1 20 0.5 10
§578.91(a) Termination of assistance .........cc.cccovvvenne 400 1 400 4.00 1,600
§578.91(b) Due process for termination of assistance 4,500 1 4,500 3.0 13,500
§ 578.95(d)—Conflict-of-Interest exceptions ................ 10 1 10 3.0 30
§578.103(a)(3) Documenting homelessness ..................... 300,000 1 300,000 0.25 75,000
§578.103(a)(4) Documenting at risk of homelessness ....... 10,000 1 10,000 0.25 2,500
§578.103(a)(5) Documenting imminent threat of harm ....... 200 1 200 0.5 100
§578.103(a)(7) Documenting program participant records 350,000 6 2,100,000 0.25 525,000
§578.103(a)(7) Documenting case management ............... 8,000 12 96,000 1.0 96,000
§578.103(a)(13) Documenting faith-based activities .. 8,000 1 8,000 1.0 8,000
§578.103(b) Confidentiality procedures ...... 11,500 1 11,500 1.0 11,500
§578.105(a) Grant/project changes—UFASs .............ccceeen. 20 2 40 2.0 80
§578.105(b) Grant/project changes—multiple project appli-

CANMS ..ottt e e e e e 800 1 800 2.0 1,600

TOMAl et ree e eesaee e | eeesrieeeaessieeenies | seeeevereniineesiesiins | eesvieesieeesrieesinere | seevesreressseesinirenes 1,921,710.5
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In accordance with 5 CFR
1320.8(d)(1), HUD is soliciting
comments from members of the public
and affected agencies concerning this
collection of information to:

(1) Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions HUD, including whether the
information will have practical utility;

(2) Evaluate the accuracy of HUD’s
estimate of the burden of the proposed
collection of information;

(3) Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and

(4) Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology; e.g., permitting electronic
submission of responses.

Interested persons are invited to
submit comments regarding the
information collection requirements in
this rule. Comments must refer to the
proposal by name and docket number
(FR-5476-1-01) and be sent to: HUD
Desk Officer, Office of Management and
Budget, New Executive Office Building,
Washington, DC 20503, Fax: (202) 395-
6947, and Reports Liaison Officer,
Office of the Assistant Secretary for
Community Planning and Development,
Department of Housing and Urban
Development, 451 Seventh Street SW.,
Room 7233, Washington, DC 20410-
7000.

Interested persons may submit
comments regarding the information
collection requirements electronically
through the Federal eRulemaking Portal
at http://www.regulations.gov. HUD
strongly encourages commenters to
submit comments electronically.
Electronic submission of comments
allows the commenter maximum time to
prepare and submit a comment, ensures
timely receipt by HUD, and enables
HUD to make them immediately
available to the public. Comments
submitted electronically through the
http://www.regulations.gov Web site can
be viewed by other commenters and
interested members of the public.
Commenters should follow the
instructions provided on that site to
submit comments electronically.

List of Subjects in 24 CFR Part 578

Community facilities, Continuum of
Care, Emergency solutions grants, Grant
programs—housing and community
development, Grant program—social
programs, Homeless, Rural housing,
Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Supportive housing

programs— housing and community
development, Supportive services.

Accordingly, for the reasons described
in the preamble, HUD adds part 578 to
subchapter C of chapter V of subtitle B
of 24 CFR to read as follows:

PART 578—CONTINUUM OF CARE
PROGRAM

Subpart A—General Provisions

Sec.
578.1 Purpose and scope.
578.3 Definitions.

Subpart B—Establishing and Operating a
Continuum of Care

578.5 Establishing the Continuum of Care.

578.7 Responsibilities of the Continuum of
Care.

578.9 Preparing an application for funds.

578.11 Unified Funding Agency.

578.13 Remedial action.

Subpart C—Application and Grant Award
Process

578.15 Eligible applicants.

578.17 Overview of application and grant
award process.

578.19 Application process.

578.21 Awarding funds.

578.23 Executing grant agreements.

578.25 Site control.

578.27 Consolidated plan.

578.29 Subsidy layering.

578.31 Environmental review.

578.33 Renewals.

578.35 Appeal.

Subpart D—Program Components and
Eligible Costs

578.37 Program components and uses of
assistance.

578.39 Continuum of Care planning
activities.

578.41 Unified Funding Agency costs.

578.43 Acquisition.

578.45 Rehabilitation.

578.47 New construction.

578.49 Leasing.

578.51 Rental assistance.

578.53 Supportive services.

578.55 Operating costs.

578.57 Homeless Management Information
System.

578.59 Project administrative costs.

578.61 Relocation costs.

578.63 Indirect costs.

Subpart E—High-Performing Communities

578.65 Standards.

578.67 Publication of application.
578.69 Cooperation among entities.
578.71 HPC-eligible activities.

Subpart F—Program Requirements

578.73 Matching requirements.

578.75 General operations.

578.77 Calculating occupancy charges and
rent.

578.79 Limitation on transitional housing.

578.81 Term of commitment, repayment of
grants, and prevention of undue benefits.

578.83 Displacement, relocation, and
acquisition.

578.85 Timeliness standards.

578.87 Limitation on use of funds.

578.89 Limitation on use of grant funds to
serve persons defined as homeless under
other federal laws.

578.91 Termination of assistance to
program participants.

578.93 Fair Housing and Equal
Opportunity.

578.95 Conflicts of interest.

578.97 Program income.

578.99 Applicability of other federal
requirements.

Subpart G—Grant Administration

578.101
578.103
578.105

Technical assistance.
Recordkeeping requirements.
Grant and project changes.
578.107 Sanctions.

578.109 Closeout.

Autherity: 42 U.S.C. 11371 et seq., 42
U.S.C. 3535(d).

Subpart A—General Provisions

§578.1 Purpose and scope.

(a) The Continuum of Care program is
authorized by subtitle C of title IV of the
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance
Act (42 U.S.C. 11381-11389).

(b) The program is designed to:

(1) Promote communitywide
commitment to the goal of ending
homelessness;

(2) Provide funding for efforts by
nonprofit providers, States, and local
governments to quickly rehouse
homeless individuals (including
unaccompanied youth) and families,
while minimizing the trauma and
dislocation caused to homeless
individuals, families, and communities
by homelessness;

(3) Promote access to and effective
utilization of mainstream programs by
homeless individuals and families; and

(4) Optimize self-sufficiency among
individuals and families experiencing
homelessness.

§578.3 Definitions.

As used in this part:

Act means the McKinney-Vento
Homeless Assistance Act as amended
(42 U.S.C. 11371 et seq.).

Annual renewal amount means the
amount that a grant can be awarded on
an annual basis when renewed. It
includes funds only for those eligible
activities (operating, supportive
services, leasing, rental assistance,
HMIS, and administration) that were
funded in the original grant (or the
original grant as amended), less the
unrenewable activities (acquisition, new
construction, rehabilitation, and any
administrative costs related to these
activities).

Applicant means an eligible applicant
that has been designated by the
Continuum of Care to apply for
assistance under this part on behalf of
that Continuum.
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At risk of homelessness. (1) An
individual or family who:

(i) Has an annual income below 30
percent of median family income for the
area, as determined by HUD;

(ii) Does not have sufficient resources
or support networks, e.g., family,
friends, faith-based or other social
networks, immediately available to
prevent them from moving to an
emergency shelter or another place
described in paragraph (1) of the
“Homeless” definition in this section;
and

(iii) Meets one of the following
conditions:

(A) Has moved because of economic
reasons two or more times during the 60
days immediately preceding the
application for homelessness prevention
assistance;

(B} Is living in the home of another
because of economic hardship;

(C) Has been notified in writing that
their right to occupy their current
housing or living situation will be
terminated within 21 days of the date of
application for assistance;

D) Lives in a hotel or motel and the
cost of the hotel or motel stay is not paid
by charitable organizations or by
federal, State, or local government
programs for low-income individuals;

(E) Lives in a single-room occupancy
or efficiency apartment unit in which
there reside more than two persons, or
lives in a larger housing unit in which
there reside more than 1.5 people per
room, as defined by the U.S. Census
Bureau;

(F) Is exiting a publicly funded
institution, or system of care (such as a
health-care facility, a mental health
facility, foster care or other youth
facility, or correction program or
institution); or

(G) Otherwise lives in housing that
has characteristics associated with
instability and an increased risk of
homelessness, as identified in the
recipient’s approved consolidated plan;

(2) A child or youth who does not
qualify as “homeless” under this
section, but qualifies as “homeless”
under section 387(3) of the Runaway
and Homeless Youth Act (42 U.S.C.
5732a(3)), section 637(11) of the Head
Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9832(11)), section
41403(6) of the Violence Against
Women Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 14043e—
2(6)), section 330(h)(5)(A) of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C.
254b(h)(5)(A)), section 3(m) of the Food
and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C.
2012(m)), or section 17(b)(15) of the
Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C.
1786(b)(15)); or

(3) A child or youth who does not
qualify as “homeless” under this

section, but qualifies as “homeless”
under section 725(2) of the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42
U.S.C. 11434a(2)), and the parent(s) or
guardian(s) of that child or youth if
living with her or him.

Centralized or coordinated
assessment system means a centralized
or coordinated process designed to
coordinate program participant intake
assessment and provision of referrals. A
centralized or coordinated assessment
system covers the geographic area, is
easily accessed by individuals and
families seeking housing or services, is
well advertized, and includes a
comprehensive and standardized
assessment tool.

Chronically homeless. (1) An
individual who:

(i) Is homeless and lives in a place not
meant for human habitation, a safe
haven, or in an emergency shelter; and

(ii) Has been homeﬁess and living or
residing in a place not meant for human
habitation, a safe haven, or in an
emergency shelter continuously for at
least one year or on at least four separate
occasions in the last 3 years; and

(iii) Can be diagnosed with one or
more of the following conditions:
substance use disorder, serious mental
illness, developmental disability (as
defined in section 102 of the
Developmental Disabilities Assistance
Bill of Rights Act of 2000 {42 U.S.C.
15002)), post-traumatic stress disorder,
cognitive impairments resulting from

‘brain injury, or chronic physical illness

or disability;

(2) An individual who has been
residing in an institutional care facility,
including a jail, substance abuse or
mental health treatment facility,
hospital, or other similar facility, for
fewer than 90 days and met all of the
criteria in paragraph (1) of this
definition, before entering that facility;
or

(3) A family with an adult head of
household (or if there is no adult in the
family, a minor head of household) who
meets all of the criteria in paragraph (1)
of this definition, including a family
whose composition has fluctuated while
the head of household has been
homeless.

Collaborative applicant means the
eligible applicant that has been
designated by the Continuum of Care to
apply for a grant for Continuum of Care
planning funds under this part on behalf
of the Continuum.

Consolidated plan means the HUD-
approved plan developed in accordance
with 24 CFR 91.

Continuum of Care and Continuum
means the group organized to carry out
the responsibilities required under this

part and that is composed of
representatives of organizations,
including nonprofit homeless providers,
victim service providers, faith-based
organizations, governments, businesses,
advocates, public housing agencies,
school districts, social service providers,
mental health agencies, hospitals,
universities, affordable housing
developers, law enforcement,
organizations that serve homeless and
formerly homeless veterans, and
homeless and formerly homeless
persons to the extent these groups are
represented within the geographic area
and are available to participate.

Developmental disability means, as
defined in section 102 of the
Developmental Disabilities Assistance
and Bill of Rights Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C.
15002):

(1) A severe, chronic disability of an
individual that—

(i) Is attributable to a mental or
physical impairment or combination of
mental and physical impairments;

(ii) Is manifested before the individual
attains age 22;

(iii) Is likely to continue indefinitely;

(iv) Results in substantial functional
limitations in three or more of the
following areas of major life activity:

(A) Self-care;

(B) Receptive and expressive
language;

(C) Learning;

(D) Mobility;

(E) Self-direction;

(F) Capacity for independent living;

(G) Economic self-sufficiency.

(v) Reflects the individual’s need for
a combination and sequence of special,
interdisciplinary, or generic services,
individualized supports, or other forms
of assistance that are of lifelong or
extended duration and are individually
planned and coordinated.

(2) An individual from birth to age 9,
inclusive, who has a substantial
developmental delay or specific
congenital or acquired condition, may
be considered to have a developmental
disability without meeting three or more
of the criteria described in paragraphs
(1)(i) through {v) of the definition of
“developmental disability” in this
section if the individual, without
services and supports, has a high
probability of meeting these criteria
later in life.

Eligible applicant means a private
nonprofit organization, State, local
government, or instrumentality of State
and local government.

Emergency shelter is defined in 24
CFR part 576.

Emergency Solutions Grants (ESG)
means the grants provided under 24
CFR part 576.
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Fair Market Rent (FMR) means the
Fair Market Rents published in the
Federal Register annually by HUD.

High-performing community (HPC)
means a Continuum of Care that meets
the standards in subpart E of this part
and has been designated as a high-
performing community by HUD.

Homeless means:

(1) An individual or family who lacks
a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime
residence, meaning:

(i) An individual or family with a
primary nighttime residence that is a
public or private place not designed for
or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping
accommodation for human beings,
including a car, park, abandoned
building, bus or train station, airport, or
camping ground;

(ii) An individual or family living in
a supervised publicly or privately
operated shelter designated to provide
temporary living arrangements
{(including congregate shelters,
transitional housing, and hotels and
motels paid for by charitable
organizations or by federal, State, or
local government programs for low-
income individuals); or

(iii) An individual who is exiting an
institution where he or she resided for
90 days or less and who resided in an
emergency shelter or place not meant
for human habitation immediately
before entering that institution;

(2) An individual or family who will
imminently lose their primary nighttime
residence, provided that:

(i) The primary nighttime residence
will be lost within 14 days of the date
of application for homeless assistance;

(ii) No subsequent residence has been
identified; and

(iii) The individual or family lacks the
resources or support networks, e.g.,
family, friends, faith-based or other
social networks, needed to obtain other
permanent housing;

(3) Unaccompanied youth under 25
years of age, or families with children
and youth, who do not otherwise
qualify as homeless under this
definition, but who:

(i) Are defined as homeless under
section 387 of the Runaway and
Homeless Youth Act (42 U.S.C. 5732a),
section 637 of the Head Start Act (42
U.S.C. 9832), section 41403 of the
Violence Against Women Act of 1994
(42 U.S.C. 14043e-2), section 330(h) of
the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C.
254b(h)}), section 3 of the Food and
Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2012),
section 17(b) of the Child Nutrition Act
of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1786(b)), or section
725 of the McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11434a};

(ii) Have not had a lease, ownership
interest, or occupancy agreement in
permanent housing at any time during
the 60 days immediately preceding the
date of application for homeless
assistance;

{iii) Have experienced persistent
instability as measured by two moves or
more during the 60-day period
immediately preceding the date of
applying for homeless assistance; and

iv) Can be expected to continue in
such status for an extended period of
time because of chronic disabilities;
chronic physical health or mental health
conditions; substance addiction;
histories of domestic violence or
childhood abuse (including neglect); the
presence of a child or youth with a
disability; or two or more barriers to
employment, which include the lack of
a high school degree or General
Education Development (GED),
illiteracy, low English proficiency, a
history of incarceration or detention for
criminal activity, and a history of
unstable employment; or

(4) Any individual or family who:

(i) Is fleeing, or is attempting to flee,
domestic violence, dating violence,
sexnal assault, stalking, or other
dangerous or life-threatening conditions
that relate to violence against the
individual or a family member,
including a child, that has either taken
place within the individual’s or family’s
primary nighttime residence or has
made the individual or family afraid to
return to their primary nighttime
residence;

(ii) Has no other residence; and

(iii) Lacks the resources or support
networks, e.g., family, friends, and faith-
based or other social networks, to obtain
other permanent housing.

Homeless Management Information
System (HMIS) means the information
system designated by the Continuum of
Care to comply with the HMIS
requirements prescribed by HUD.

HMIS Lead means the entity
designated by the Continuum of Care in
accordance with this part to operate the
Continuum’s HMIS on its behalf.

Permanent housing means
community-based housing without a
designated length of stay, and includes
both permanent supportive housing and
rapid rehousing. To be permanent
housing, the program participant must
be the tenant on a lease for a term of at
least one year, which is renewable for
terms that are a minimum of one month
long, and is terminable only for cause.

Permanent supportive housing means
permanent housing in which supportive
services are provided to assist homeless
persons with a disability to live
independently.

Point-in-time count means a count of
sheltered and unsheltered homeless
persons carried out on one night in the
last 10 calendar days of January or at
such other time as required by HUD.

Private nonprofit organization means
an organization:

(1) No part of the net earnings of
which inure to the benefit of any
member, founder, contributor, or
individual;

(2) That has a voluntary board;

(3) That has a functioning accounting
system that is operated in accordance
with generally accepted accounting
principles, or has designated a fiscal
agent that will maintain a functioning
accounting system for the organization
in accordance with generally accepted
accounting principles; and

(4) That practices nondiscrimination
in the provision of assistance.

A private nonprofit organization does
not include governmental organizations,
such as public housing agencies.

Program participant means an
individual (including an
unaccompanied youth) or family who is
assisted with Continuum of Care
program funds.

Project means a group of eligible
activities, such as HMIS costs, identified
as a project in an application to HUD for
Continuum of Care funds and includes
a structure (or structures) that is (are)
acquired, rehabilitated, constructed, or
leased with assistance provided under
this part or with respect to which HUD
provides rental assistance or annual
payments for operating costs, or
supportive services under this subtitle.

Recipient means an applicant that
signs a grant agreement with HUD.

Safe haven means, for the purpose of
defining chronically homeless,
supportive housing that meets the
following:

(1) Serves hard to reach homeless
persons with severe mental illness who
came from the streets and have been
unwilling or unable to participate in
supportive services;

(2) Provides 24-hour residence for
eligible persons for an unspecified
period;

(3) Has an overnight capacity limited
to 25 or fewer persons; and

(4) Provides low-demand services and
referrals for the residents.

State means each of the 50 States, the
District of Columbia, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
American Samoa, Guam, the
Commonwealth of the Northern
Marianas, and the Virgin Islands.

Subrecipient means a private
nonprofit organization, State, local
government, or instrumentality of State
or local government that receives a
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subgrant from the recipient to carry out
a project.

Transitional housing means housing,
where all program participants have
signed a lease or occupancy agreement,
the purpose of which is to facilitate the
movement of homeless individuals and
families into permanent housing within
24 months or such longer period as
HUD determines necessary. The
program participant must have a lease
or occupancy agreement for a term of at
least one month that ends in 24 months
and cannot be extended.

Unified Funding Agency (UFA) means
an eligible applicant selected by the
Continuum of Care to apply for a grant
for the entire Continuum, which has the
capacity to carry out the duties in
§578.11(b), which is approved by HUD
and to which HUD awards a grant.

Victim service provider means a
private nonprofit organization whose
primary mission is to provide services
to victims of domestic violence, dating
violence, sexual assault, or stalking.
This term includes rape crisis centers,
battered women'’s shelters, domestic
violence transitional housing programs,
and other programs.

Subpart B-~Establishing and
Operating a Continuum of Care

§578.5 Establishing the Continuum of
Care.

(a) The Continuum of Care.
Representatives from relevant
organizations within a geographic area
shall establish a Continuum of Care for
the geographic area to carry out the
duties of this part. Relevant
organizations include nonprofit
homeless assistance providers, victim
service providers, faith-based
organizations, governments, businesses,
advocates, public housing agencies,
school districts, social service providers,
mental health agencies, hospitals,
universities, affordable housing
developers, law enforcement, and
organizations that serve veterans and
homeless and formerly homeless
individuals.

(b) The board. The Continuum of Care
must establish a board to act on behalf
of the Continuum using the process
established as a requirement by
§578.7(a)(3) and must comply with the
conflict-of-interest requirements at
§578.95(b). The board must:

(1) Be representative of the relevant
organizations and of projects serving
homeless subpopulations; and

(2) Include at least one homeless or
formerly homeless individual.

(c) Transition. Continuums of Care
shall have 2 years after August 30, 2012

to comply with the requirements of
paragraph (b) of this section.

§578.7 Responsibilities of the Continuum
of Care.

(a) Operate the Continuumn of Care.
The Continuum of Care must:

(1) Hold meetings of the full
membership, with published agendas, at
least semi-annually;

(2) Make an invitation for new
members to join publicly available
within the geographic at least annually;

(3) Adopt and follow a written
process to select a board to act on behalf
of the Continuum of Care. The process
must be reviewed, updated, and
approved by the Continuum at least
once every 5 years;

(4) Appoint additional committees,
subcommittees, or workgroups;

(5) In consultation with the
collaborative applicant and the HMIS
Lead, develop, follow, and update
annually a governance charter, which
will include all procedures and policies
needed to comply with subpart B of this
part and with HMIS requirements as
prescribed by HUD; and a code of
conduct and recusal process for the
board, its chair(s), and any person acting
on behalf of the board;

(6) Consult with recipients and
subrecipients to establish performance
targets appropriate for population and
program type, monitor recipient and
subrecipient performance, evaluate
outcomes, and take action against poor
performers;

(7) Evaluate outcomes of projects
funded under the Emergency Solutions
Grants program and the Continuum of
Care program, and report to HUD;

(8) In consultation with recipients of
Emergency Solutions Grants program
funds within the geographic area,
establish and operate either a
centralized or coordinated assessment
system that provides an initial,
comprehensive assessment of the needs
of individuals and families for housing
and services. The Continuum must
develop a specific policy to guide the
operation of the centralized or
coordinated assessment system on how
its system will address the needs of
individuals and families who are
fleeing, or attempting to flee, domestic
violence, dating violence, sexual
assault, or stalking, but who are seeking
shelter or services from nonvictim
service providers. This system must
comply with any requirements
established by HUD by Notice.

(9) In consultation with recipients of
Emergency Solutions Grants program
funds within the geographic area,
establish and consistently follow
written standards for providing

Continuum of Care assistance. Ata
minimum, these written standards must
include:

(i) Policies and procedures for
evaluating individuals’ and families’
eligibility for assistance under this part;

(ii) Policies and procedures for
determining and prioritizing which
eligible individuals and families will
receive transitional housing assistance;

(iii) Policies and procedures for
determining and prioritizing which
eligible individuals and families will
receive rapid rehousing assistance;

(iv) Standards for determining what
percentage or amount of rent each
program participant must pay while
receiving rapid rehousing assistance;

(v) Policies and procedures for
determining and prioritizing which
eligible individuals and families will
receive permanent supportive housing
assistance; and

(vi) Where the Continuum is
designated a high-performing
community, as described in subpart G of
this part, policies and procedures set
forth in 24 CFR 576.400(e)(3)(vi),
(e)(3)(vii), (e)(3)(viii), and (e)(3)(ix).

(b) Designating and operating an
HMIS. The Continuum of Care must:

(1) Designate a single Homeless
Management Information System
(HMIS) for the geographic area;

(2) Designate an eligible applicant to
manage the Continuum’s HMIS, which
will be known as the HMIS Lead;

(3) Review, revise, and approve a
privacy plan, security plan, and data
quality plan for the HMIS.

(4) Ensure consistent participation of
recipients and subrecipients in the
HMIS; and

(5) Ensure the HMIS is administered
in compliance with requirements
prescribed by HUD.

(c) Continuum of Care planning. The
Continuum must develop a plan that
includes:

(1) Coordinating the implementation
of a housing and service system within
its geographic area that meets the needs
of the homeless individuals (including
unaccompanied youth) and families. At
a minimum, such system encompasses
the following:

(i) Outreach, engagement, and
assessment;

(ii} Shelter, housing, and supportive
services;

(iii) Prevention strategies.

(2) Planning for and conducting, at
least biennially, a point-in-time count of
homeless persons within the geographic
area that meets the following
requirements: :

(i) Homeless persons who are living in
a place not designed or ordinarily used
as a regular sleeping accommodation for

ATTACHMENT .ooee G




45446 Federal Register/Vol.

77, No. 147/ Tuesday, July 31, 2012/Rules and Regulations

humans must be counted as unsheltered
homeless persons.

(ii) Persons living in emergency
shelters and transitional housing
projects must be counted as sheltered
homeless persons.

(iii) Other requirements established
by HUD by Notice.

{3) Conducting an annual gaps
analysis of the homeless needs and
services available within the geographic
area;

(4) Providing information required to
complete the Consolidated Plan(s)
within the Continuum'’s geographic
area;

(5) Consulting with State and local
government Emergency Solutions
Grants program recipients within the
Continuum’s geographic area on the
plan for allocating Emergency Solutions
Grants program funds and reporting on
and evaluating the performance of
Emergency Solutions Grants program
recipients and subrecipients.

§578.9 Preparing an application for funds.

(a) The Continuum must:

(1) Design, operate, and follow a
collaborative process for the
development of applications and
approve the submission of applications
in response to a NOFA published by
HUD under § 578.19 of this subpart;

(2) Establish priorities for funding
projects in the geographic area;

(3) Determine if one application for
funding will be submitted for all
projects within the geographic area or if
more than one application will be
submitted for the projects within the
geographic area;

(i) If more than one application will
be submitted, designate an eligible
applicant to be the collaborative
applicant that will collect and combine
the required application information
from all applicants and for all projects
within the geographic area that the
Continuum has selected funding. The
collaborative applicant will also apply
for Continuum of Care planning
activities. If the Continuum is an
eligible applicant, it may designate
itself;

(ii) If only one application will be
submitted, that applicant will be the
collaborative applicant and will collect
and combine the required application
information from all projects within the
geographic area that the Continuum has
selected for funding and apply for
Continuum of Care planning activities;

(b} The Continuum retains all of its
responsibilities, even if it designates one
or more eligible applicants other than
itself to apply for funds on behalf of the
Continuum. This includes approving
the Continuum of Care application.

§578.11 Unified Funding Agency.

(a) Becoming a Unified Funding
Agency. To become designated as the
Unified Funding Agency (UFA) for a
Continuum, a collaborative applicant
must be selected by the Continuum to
apply to HUD to be designated as the
UFA for the Continuum.

(b) Criteria for designating a UFA.
HUD will consider these criteria when
deciding whether to designate a
collaborative applicant a UFA:

(1) The Continuum of Care it
represents meets the requirements in
§578.7;

(2) The collaborative applicant has
financial management systems that meet
the standards set forth in 24 CFR 84.21
(for nonprofit organizations) and 24 CFR
85.20 (for States);

(3) The collaborative applicant
demonstrates the ability to monitor
subrecipients; and

(4) Such other criteria as HUD may
establish by NOFA.

{c) Requirements. HUD-designated
UFAs shall:

(1) Apply to HUD for funding for all
of the projects within the geographic
area and enter into a grant agreement
with HUD for the entire geographic area.

(2) Enter into legally binding
agreements with subrecipients, and
receive and distribute funds to
subrecipients for all projects within the
geographic area.

(3) Require subrecipients to establish
fiscal control and accounting
procedures as necessary to assure the
proper disbursal of and accounting for
federal funds in accordance with the
requirements of 24 CFR parts 84 and 85
and corresponding OMB circulars.

(2) Obtain approval of any proposed
grant agreement amendments by the
Continuum of Care before submitting a
request for an amendment to HUD.

§578.13 Remedial action.

{a) If HUD finds that the Continuum
of Care for a geographic area does not
meet the requirements of the Act or its
implementing regulations, or that there
is no Continuum for a geographic area,
HUD may take remedial action to ensure
fair distribution of grant funds within
the geographic area. Such measures may
include:

(1) Designating a replacement
Continuum of Care for the geographic
area;

(2) Designating a replacement
collaborative applicant for the
Continuum’s geographic area; and

(3) Accepting applications from other
eligible applicants within the
Continuum’s geographic area.

{b) HUD must provide a 30-day prior
written notice to the Continuum and its

collaborative applicant and give them
an opportunity to respond.

Subpart C—Application and Grant
Award Process

§578.15 Eligible applicants.

(a) Who may apply. Nonprofit
organizations, States, local governments,
and instrumentalities of State or local
governments are eligible to apply for
grants.

(b) Designation by the Continuum of
Care. Eligible applicant(s) must have
been designated by the Continuum of
Care to submit an application for grant
funds under this part. The designation
must state whether the Continuum is
designating more than one applicant to
apply for funds and, if it is, which
applicant is being designated as the
collaborative applicant. If the
Continuum is designating only one
applicant to apply for funds, the
Continuum must designate that
applicant to be the collaborative
applicant.

8:] Exclusion. For-profit entities are
not eligible to apply for grants or to be
subrecipients of grant funds.

§578.17 Overview of application and grant
award process.

(a) Formula. (1) After enactment of the
annual appropriations act for each fiscal
year, and issuance of the NOFA, HUD
will publish, on its Web site, the
Preliminary Pro Rata Need (PPRN])
assigned to metropolitan cities, urban
counties, and all other counties.

(2) HUD will apply the formula used
to determine PPRN established in
paragraph (a)(3) of this section, to the
amount of funds being made available
under the NOFA. That amount is
calculated by:

(i) Determining the total amount for
the Continuum of Care competition in
accordance with section 413 of the Act
or as otherwise directed by the annual
appropriations act;

(ii) From the amount in paragraph
(a)(2)(i) of this section, deducting the
amount published in the NOFA as being
set aside to provide a bonus to
geographic areas for activities that have
proven to be effective in reducing
homelessness generally or for specific
subpopulations listed in the NOFA or
achieving homeless prevention and
independent living goals established in
the NOFA and to meet policy priorities
set in the NOFA; and

(iii) Deducting the amount of funding
necessary for Continuum of Care
planning activities and UFA costs.

(3) PPRN is calculated on the amount
determined under paragraph (a)(2) of
this section by using the following
formula:
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(i) Two percent will be allocated
among the four insular areas (American
Samoa, Guam, the Commonwealth of
the Northern Marianas, and the Virgin
Islands) on the basis of the ratio of the
population of each insular area to the
population of all insular areas.

ii) Seventy-five percent of the
remaining amount will be allocated,
using the Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) formula, to
metropolitan cities and urban counties
that have been funded under either the
Emergency Shelter Grants or Emergency
Solutions Grants programs in any one
year since 2004.

(iii) The amount remaining after the
allocation under paragraphs (a)(1) and
(2) of this section will be allocated,
using the CDBG formula, to
metropolitan cities and urban counties
that have not been funded under the
Emergency Solutions Grants program in
any year since 2004 and all other
counties in the United States and Puerto
Rico.

(4) If the calculation in paragraph
(a)(2) of this section results in an
amount less than the amount required to
renew all projects eligible for renewal in
that year for at least one year, after
making adjustments proportional to
increases in fair market rents for the
geographic area for leasing, operating,
and rental assistance for permanent
housing, HUD will reduce,
proportionately, the total amount
required to renew all projects eligible
for renewal in that year for at least one
year, for each Continuum of Care. HUD
will publish, via the NOFA, the total
dollar amount that every Continuum
will be required to deduct from renewal
projects Continuum-wide.

(b) Calculating a Continuum of Care’s
maximum award amount. (1) Establish
the PPRN amount. First, HUD will total
the PPRN amounts for each
metropolitan city, urban county, other
county, and insular area claimed by the
Continuum as part of its geographic
area, excluding any counties applying
for or receiving funding from the Rural
Housing Stability Assistance program
under 24 CFR part 579.

(2) Establishing renewal demand.
Next, HUD will determine the renewal
demand within the Continuum’s
geographic area. Renewal demand is the
sum of the annual renewal amounts of
all projects within the Continuum
eligible to apply for renewal in that
fiscal year’s competition, before any
adjustments to rental assistance, leasing,
and operating line items based on FMR
changes.

(3) Establishing FPRN. The higher of
PPRN or renewal demand for the
Continuum of Care is the FPRN, which

is the base for the maximum award
amount for the Continuum.

(4) Establishing the maximum award
amount. The maximum award amount
for the Continuum is the FPRN amount
plus any additional eligible amounts for
Continuum planning; UFA costs;
adjustments to leasing, operating and
rental assistance line items based on
changes to FMR; and available bonuses.

§578.19 Application process.

(a) Notice of Funding Availability.
After enactment of the annual
appropriations act for the fiscal year,
HUD will issue a NOFA in accordance
with the requirements of 24 CFR part 4.

(b) Applications. All applications to
HUD, including applications for grant
funds and requests for designation as a
UFA or HPC, must be submitted at such
time and in such manner as HUD may
require, and contain such information as
HUD determines necessary. At a
minimum, an application for grant
funds must contain a list of the projects
for which it is applying for funds; a
description of the projects; a list of the
projects that will be carried out by
subrecipients and the names of the
subrecipients; a description of the
subpopulations of homeless or at risk of
homelessness to be served by projects;
the number of units to be provided and/
or the number of persons to be served
by each project; a budget request by
project; and reasonable assurances that
the applicant, or the subrecipient, will
own or have control of a site for the
proposed project not later than the
expiration of the 12-month period
beginning upon notification of an award
for grant assistance.

§578.21 Awarding funds.

(a) Selection. HUD will review
applications in accordance with the
guidelines and procedures provided in
the NOFA and will award funds to
recipients through a national
competition based on selection criteria
as defined in section 427 of the Act.

(b) Announcement of awards. HUD
will announce awards and notify
selected applicants of any conditions
imposed on awards. Conditions must be
satisfied before HUD will execute a
grant agreement with the applicant.

(c) Satisfying conditions. HUD will
withdraw an award if the applicant does
not satisfy all conditions imposed on it.
Correcting all issues and conditions
attached to an award must be completed
within the time frame established in the
NOFA. Proof of site control, match,
environmental review, and the
documentation of financial feasibility
must be completed within 12 months of
the announcement of the award, or 24

months in the case of funds for
acquisition, rehabilitation, or new
construction. The 12-month deadline
may be extended by HUD for up to 12
additional months upon a showing of
compelling reasons for delay due to
factors beyond the control of the
recipient or subrecipient.

§578.23 Executing grant agreements.

(a) Deadline. No later than 45 days
from the date when all conditions are
satisfied, the recipient and HUD must
execute the grant agreement.

(b) Grant agreements. (1) Multiple
applicants for one Continuum. If a
Continuum designates more than one
applicant for the geographic area, HUD
will enter into a grant agreement with
each designated applicant for which an
award is announced.

(2) One applicant for a Continuum. If
a Continuum designates only one
applicant for the geographic area, after
awarding funds, HUD may enter into a
grant agreement with that applicant for
new awards, if any, and one grant
agreement for renewals, Continuum of
Care planning, and UFA costs, if any.
These two grants will cover the entire
geographic area. A default by the
recipient under one of those grant
agreements will also be a default under
the other.

(3) Unified Funding Agencies. If a
Continuum is a UFA that HUD has
approved, then HUD will enter into one
grant agreement with the UFA for new
awards, if any, and one grant agreement
for renewals, Continuum of Care
planning and UFA costs, if any. These
two grants will cover the entire
geographic area. A default by the UFA
under one of those grant agreements
will also be a default under the other.

{c) Required agreements. Recipients
will be required to sign a grant
agreement in which the recipient agrees:

(1) To ensure the operation of the
project(s) in accordance with the
provisions of the McKinney-Veto Act
and all requirements under 24 CFR part
578;

(2) To monitor and report the progress
of the project(s) to the Continuum of
Care and HUD;

(3} To ensure, to the maximum extent
practicable, that individuals and
families experiencing homelessness are
involved, through employment,
provision of volunteer services, or
otherwise, in constructing,
rehabilitating, maintaining, and
operating facilities for the project and in
providing supportive services for the
project;

(4) To require certification from all
subrecipients that:
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(i) Subrecipients will maintain the
confidentiality of records pertaining to
any individual or family that was
provided family violence prevention or
treatment services through the project;

(ii) The address or location oFany
family violence project assisted under
this part will not be made public, except
with written authorization of the person
responsible for the operation of such
project;

(iii) Subrecipients will establish
policies and practices that are consistent
with, and do not restrict, the exercise of
rights provided by subtitle B of title VII
of the Act and other laws relating to the
provision of educational and related
services to individuals and families
experiencing homelessness;

Sv) In the case of projects that provide
housing or services to families, that
subrecipients will designate a staff
person to be responsible for ensuring
that children being served in the
program are enrolled in school and
connected to appropriate services in the
community, including early childhood
programs such as Head Start, part C of
the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act, and programs authorized
under subtitle B of title VII of the Act;

(v} The subrecipient, its officers, and
employees are not debarred or
suspended from doing business with the
Federal Government; and

(vi) Subrecipients will provide
information, such as data and reports, as
required by HUD; and

5) To establish such fiscal control
and accounting procedures as may be
necessary to assure the proper disbursal
of, and accounting for grant funds in
order to ensure that all financial
transactions are conducted, and records
maintained in accordance with
generally accepted accounting
principles, if the recipient is a UFA;

(6) To monitor subrecipient match
and report on match to HUD;

(7) To take the educational needs of
children into account when families are
placed in housing and will, to the
maximum extent practicable, place
families with children as close as
possible to their school of origin so as
not to disrupt such children’s
education;

(8) To monitor subrecipients at least
annually;

(9) To use the centralized or
coordinated assessment system
established by the Continuum of Care as
set forth in § 578.7(a)(8). A victim
service provider may choose not to use
the Continuum of Care’s centralized or
coordinated assessment system,
provided that victim service providers
in the area use a centralized or
coordinated assessment system that

meets HUD’s minimum requirements
and the victim service provider uses
that system instead;

(10) To follow the written standards
for providing Continuum of Care
assistance developed by the Continuum
of Care, including the minimum
requirements set forth in § 578.7(a)(9);

11) Enter into subrecipient
agreements requiring subrecipients to
operate the project(s) in accordance
with the provisions of this Act and all
requirements under 24 CFR part 578;
and

(12) To comply with such other terms
and conditions as HUD may establish by
NOFA.

§578.25 Site control.

(a) In general. When grant funds will
be used for acquisition, rehabilitation,
new construction, operating costs, or to
provide supportive services, the
recipient or subrecipient must
demonstrate that it has site control
within the time frame established in
section §578.21 before HUD will
execute a grant agreement. This
requirement does not apply to funds
used for housing that will eventually be
owned or controlled by the individuals
or families served or for supportive '
services provided at sites not operated
by the recipient or subrecipient.

(b} Evidence. Acceptable evidence of
site control is a deed or lease. If grant
funds will be used for acquisition,
acceptable evidence of site control will
be a purchase agreement. The owner,
lessee, and purchaser shown on these
documents must be the selected
applicant or intended subrecipient
identified in the application for
assistance.

(c) Tax credit projects. (1) Applicants
that plan to use the low-income housing
tax credit authorized under 26 U.S.C. 42
to finance a project must prove to HUD's
satisfaction that the applicant or
subrecipient identified in the
application is in control of the limited
partnership or limited liability
corporation that has a deed or lease for
the project site.

(i) To have control of the limited
partnership, the applicant or
subrecipient must be the general partner
of the limited partnership or have a 51
percent controlling interest in that
general partner.

(i) To have control of the limited
liability company, the applicant or
subrecipient must be the sole managing
member.

(2) If grant funds are to be used for
acquisition, rehabilitation, or new
construction, the recipient or
subrecipient must maintain control of
the partnership or corporation and must

ensure that the project is operated in
compliance with law and regulation for
15 years from the date of initial
occupancy or initial service provision.
The partnership or corporation must
own the project site throughout the 15-
year period. If grant funds were not used
for acquisition, rehabilitation, or new
construction, then the recipient or
subrecipient must maintain control for
the term of the grant agreement and any
renewals thereof.

§578.27 Consolidated plan.

(a) States or units of general local
government. An applicant that is a State
or a unit of general local government
must have a HUD-approved, complete
or abbreviated, consolidated plan in
accordance with 24 CFR part 91. The
applicant must submit a certification
that the application for funding is
consistent with the HUD-approved
consolidated plan(s) for the
jurisdiction(s) in which the proposed
project will be located. Funded
applicants must certify in a grant
agreement that t