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Councilmember, Sixth District

Date: September 9, 2014

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council
From: Councilmember Dee Andrews, Sixth District
Subject: Rename Burnette Neighborhood Library
RECOMMENDATION:

Recommendation to refer to the Housing and Neighborhoods Committee to
consider renaming the Burnett Neighborhood Library, located at 560 E. Hill Street,
Long Beach, “Bobbie Smith Neighborhood Library” and report back to City Council
with recommendation.

DISCUSSION:

The original Burnett Library was established in a classroom of Burnett Elementary
School in the early 1900’s. It was transferred over to the City of Long Beach and
moved to its current location at 560 E. Hill Street in 1924.

On September 2, 2014, the Long Beach Unified School District Board renamed the
Peter H. Burnett Elementary School in honor of Bobbie Smith. It is requested that the
City of Long Beach stay in stream with the renaming of the school and rename
Burnett Neighborhood Library in honor of Bobbie Smith.

Mrs. Smith is a pioneer paving the way for African American’s within the educational
system. Bobbie was the first African American Librarian hired at Long Beach City
College in 1970. She served there for 22 years. For the last ten years, she served as
the head of the Department. She was the first African American President of the
Academic Senate. She retired in 1992.

Bobbie is very active in the Long Beach community. In the 1970s, she was a founding
member of the African American Infant Health Advisory Committee that worked for a
number of years with low income women to improve the birth weight of newborn
babies. They were successful in getting women to seek medical attention in the early
stages of their pregnancy so that the birth weight of their newborns was improved
and that infant deaths were decreased by as much as 25 percent.

In 1986, she pledged Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, Theta Alpha Omega
Chapter in Long Beach. Bobbie was elected to the governing board of California’s
third largest public school district, Long Beach Unified School District, in 1988. She
represented District 2, which included West and Central Long Beach. She is the first
African American elected to the Board of Education of the Long Beach Unified School




District in its 100 year history. She served for 16 years, being elected to four terms.
In each term, she was elected President by her fellow Board Members. She led the
district to become the Best Large Urban District in the nation, winning the Eli Broad
Prize of $500,000.00 for student scholarships.

In 1992, the Long Beach Naval Shipyard’s Black Heritage Committee awarded her
for being a role model and pacesetter.

She is a Life Member of the Long Beach National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People (NAACP). She received the organization’s Golden Heritage Life
Membership Award in 1993. She has passed the Torch of Life membership to two of
her grandsons.

FISCAL IMPACT:
There is no significant cost for this item.




City of Long Beach Memorandum
Working Together to Serve

REQUEST TO ADD AGENDA ITEM

Date: September 9, 2014
To: Larry Herrera, City Clerk
From: Councilman Dee Andrews

Subject: Request to Add Agenda Item to Council Agenda of September 9,
2014

Pursuant to Municipal Code Section 2.03.070 [B], the City Councilmembers signing
below request that the attached agenda item (due in the City Clerk Department by
Friday, 12:00 Noon) be placed on the City Council agenda under New Business via
the supplemental agenda.

The agenda title/recommendation for this item reads as follows:

Recommendation to refer to the Housing and Neighborhoods Committee to
consider renaming the Burnett Neighborhood Library, located at 560 E. Hill
Street, Long Beach, “Bobbie Smith Neighborhood Library” and report back
to City Council with recommendation.
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Attachment: Staff Report dated September 9, 2014

CC:. Office of the Mayor



