CITY OF LONG BEACH

DEPARTMENT OF THE CITY CLERK

333 W. Ocean Blvd. Long Beach, CA 90802 (662) 570-6101  FAX (562) 570-6789

July 22, 2008

ELECTIONS OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE
City of Long Beach

California

RECOMMENDATION:

Receive and discuss the City Clerk’s report relative to projected costs savings associated
with a Charter Amendment to move municipal elections to odd-calendar-year elections.

DISCUSSION

On July 8, 2008, your Committee requested that the City Clerk provide further information on
the net costs savings associated with the implementation odd- year elections for the City of
Long Beach.

Over six election cycles elections costs (April and June) are projected to total $11,555,157,
as shown in Attachment 1. If Long Beach voters approved a Charter Amendment no later
than the 2010 election cycle, it is estimated that the net savings of moving to odd-calendar-
year election would save up to $2,951,616 in General Fund appropriations.

TIMING CONSIDERATIONS

In order for odd-year elections to be implemented in Long Beach, a Charter Amendment
approved by voters is required. Assuming support for an odd-year election cycle ballot
measure, and the effective date of such a measure (if approved by voters), the measure
would need to provide that the terms of current or “first cycle” elected officials would be
extended one year. The pros and cons of odd-year elections were previously presented in a
2007 report titled “Election Cycle Alternatives” (see Attachment 2).

SUGGESTED ACTION:
Approve recommendation.
Respectfully submitted,
AR
LARRY)HERRERA
CITY CLERK

Attachments
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