City of Long Beach

Draft Low Impact Development (LID) Ordinance Framework - 9/23/2010

1) A Low Impact Development Best Management Practices Manual (LID BMPs) will be developed for use by staff and building permit applicants to detail recommended and acceptable LID methods.

2) Low Impact Development practices will be required of all development or redevelopment projects that require a building permit except:

a) Any development or redevelopment that only creates, adds or replaces less than 500 square feet of impervious area

b) Any interior building alteration or addition that does not expand the building footprint

c) Any development and redevelopment involving emergency construction activities required to immediately protect public health and safety

3) Residential development of 4 units or less shall implement at least two adequately sized LID BMP alternatives that comply with the standards and requirements detailed in the Low Impact Development Best Management Practices Manual.

4) Residential development of 5 units or more and all non-residential development shall comply with the standards and requirements detailed in the Low Impact Development Best Management Practices Manual.

5) The volume of water that is to be managed by the required LID BMPs is equivalent to the runoff from the first 0.75 inch of a rain event.

6) When the onsite LID requirements are technically infeasible, the infeasibility shall be demonstrated in the submitted LID plan and shall be reviewed by appropriate staff. The technical infeasibility may result from conditions, that may include, but are not limited to:

a) Locations where seasonal high groundwater is within 10 feet of surface grade

b) Locations within 100 feet of a groundwater well used for drinking water

c) Brownfield Development sites or other locations where pollutant mobilization is a documented concern

d) Locations with potential geotechnical hazards

e) Locations with an impermeable soil type as indicated in applicable soils and geotechnical reports

7) If partial or complete onsite compliance of any type is technically infeasible, a runoff mitigation fee payment will be required for the remaining runoff that cannot feasibly be managed onsite
8) The funding derived from this fee will be allocated to construct or apply towards the construction of an offsite mitigation project within the same sub-watershed that will achieve at least the same level of water quality protection as if all of the runoff was retained onsite.

