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• Program purpose: Support for programs and projects that improve water 
quality by increasing stormwater and urban runoff capture and reducing 
pollution

• Special parcel tax in areas serviced by the Los Angeles County Flood Control 
District

• Tax rate: $0.025 per square feet of impermeable surface

• Average parcel tax increase for single family residence: $83.00 per year

• Total revenues: $300 million per year 

Safe, Clean Water Program
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Overall Funding Allocations
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AB 1180 (Holden, 2017) established distribution 
of revenues:

• Municipal Program: 40% of funds allocated 
to cities for water quality projects

• Regional Program: 50% of funds allocated 
to regional watershed areas for regional
multi-benefit projects that have a water 
quality benefit and either a water supply 
benefit, or community enhancement, or 
both

• District Program: 10% of funds allocated to 
the County for program administration and 
public education



• 40% of Safe, Clean Water Program Funds, $120 
million countywide per year 

• Long Beach local return: $5 million per year

• Funding must be used for water quality programs 
and projects

• Proposed ordinance provides local control to 
maximize ability for cities to address local 
stormwater needs

Municipal Program
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• 50% of Safe, Clean Water Program Funds, $150 
million countywide per year

• Program funds distributed by Watershed Area

• Nine (9) watershed areas in SCW Program

• Long Beach is in two (2) watersheds:

• Lower Los Angeles River Watershed

• Lower San Gabriel River Watershed

Regional Program
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Regional Program – Watershed Area Steering Committee Membership



Regional Program – Permeable Square Footage & Tax Generation

7

• 50% of Safe, Clean Water Program 
funds distributed to Regional Program 
Watershed Area Groups



Regional Program
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• Eligible applicants – any entity with a completed Feasibility 
Study:

• Project requirements

✓ Cities ✓ Non-profit organizations

✓ Businesses ✓ Water suppliers

• Watershed-based, multi-benefit project

• Project has a water quality benefit and either a water 
supply benefit, or community enhancement, or both

• Projects must be in an approved water quality plan, 
i.e.: Integrated Regional Water Management Plan

• Any non-municipal project applicant must also include 
a letter of support from at least one municipality in 
the regional watershed group



Regional Program
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• Funds distributed to Watershed 
Areas:

• 85% to Infrastructure Program - funds 
will support multi-benefit watershed-
based projects

• 10% to Technical Resource Program -
funds will support feasibility studies 
necessary to advance future 
infrastructure program projects

• 5% to Scientific Studies Program -
funds will support scientific studies



• 10% of Safe, Clean Water Program Funds, $30 million per year

• Administer the Safe, Clean Water Program

• Provide staff support for the Regional Program: Scoring Committee, Watershed 
Area Steering Committees, Regional Oversight Committees

• Administer and coordinate the Scientific Studies Program for the region

• Fund cross-Watershed Area scientific studies

• $25 million minimum investment in stormwater education programs every 5-years

District Program
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Long Beach

• Municipal Program: $5 million per year

• Regional Program: Additional competitive funds for multi-benefit water quality and water 
supply projects

• Average parcel tax increase for single family residence: $83.00 per year

• Funding supports local water quality improvements
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Conclusion

Contact Information

City Manager’s Office

Diana Tang, Manager of Government Affairs

(562) 570-6506 I Diana.Tang@longbeach.gov

Public Works Department

Alvin Papa, Acting City Engineer

(562) 570-6386 I Alvin.Papa@longbeach.gov

Melissa You, Stormwater Compliance Officer

(562) 570-5524 I Melissa.You@longbeach.gov
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