May 12, 2008

City of Long Beach

Mayor Foster

Long Beach City Council

333 West Ocean Bivd., 14th Floor
Long Beach, CA 950802

Dear Clty Gouncll,

| reviswad “A White Paper on Environmeniad Justice: Opportunities in Port of Long
Beach Projects” prepared by the consulting firm Jones & Stokes. This report identifies
and recommends numerous recommendations that the POLB refused o adopt and
incorporate Into the Final EIR/EIS and mitigation measures. Therefore, | ask the City
Council to NOT approve the Middle Marhor Redevelopment Project because it Is your
responsibllity to protect public health first before private businesses, who are making
milllons In profits, white nelghboring minority and low-Income populations are suffering,
have sick chiidren, and family members dying from diseases.

Among the recommendations the report lists are:

1) The establishment of Citizen's Advisory Committees or Port Communitles Advisory
Committee, a group of stakeholders that meets regularly o dlscuss lssues of
common concarn and provide {1} a continuing venug for bringing people’s ideas
directly into the process and {2) as opportunity o publicize the public participation

process.
2} Public Particlpation - The five lavels of participation for pngagfng the pub!fr' E]
pnqeﬂt are {1} Informing the Public {(2)Cansulling the Public, B & ‘v’ﬂ?\f;n:} tha Publle,
{4} Coltlaborating with *hﬁ f’:,bﬁc and {5} Empowering the Publle- placing the hal
:2::.* slon-msking In the hands of the publle. 1 states that praposed projects should
always be gulded by the foltowing principles:
i} The gublic tends 10 support what it helps create

4 Publle particl at',on,‘bz .b.'!c Involvement programs must be sincare attampts to Invalve
the public In declsion-making.

iiiYCommunication must be targetad to everyane wha has a stake in the project, not just
a few individuals

v} The oulreach progra
demadraphies.

viConsultarts and staff must be apprcachable, must work 1o fully understand alt
stakeholder concerns, and must be responsive 10 the commuiity

vi} formation must be -a~_,m#‘i!, accurals, consistent amnd presentad in a Ime

AL FIN ENERE ot 3 .
v nonmahion inust b ;.\'fevﬁ-c}?ﬁ:e-d ' the ,D"Lrbﬁc i lerms and formals the:
" - -
undarstand and imu 52 ?::: providad In concert with environmental planping proceduras.
iE)

3} Reaching cut to Communitles beyond complying with specific anvircnmental justice
public oulrcach requirements, promoling more conumunity ivolvement at all levels
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fosters a mutually beneficial relationship between public agencies and the communities
they serve. Design and engage tailored public participation strategies early in a project

design stage.

4) Inciude the identified communities in the project at the onset to avoid surprises and to

create buy-in.

5) Tactics for implementing Public Participation Plans or Strategies are Collateral
materials, community asssssmenis and polls, crisis managemenmt and risk-
communicating planning, iaciiielion and medialion of group discussions and
workshops, media relations and media skile valning, public mestings and open
houses, towrs and briefings, and a contacts database and mailing lists for community
outreach and distribution of inforsnubionial it ials,

8) the impacts of the proposad projact on minarily and low incoma comemmities should
be compared 10 the impacts on the ganera) publie.

7) Whers &k is conchuded that advarse impacts will be predominantly bome by minority
and low-income populations ancior will be morm severs than impacs 0 non-minority
and non-low-income  populations, the  envimonmental  document should  Inchide

justieation for carying ont the action.

) ask the Jong Beach City Councit tn require the POIRB to implement the
recommendations listed in "A While Paper on Environmental Justice.”

Concerned Student and Wiimington Resident,
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