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Introduction 
 
The purpose of this report is to describe the Redevelopment Agency’s efforts to remove 
blight during Fiscal Year 2009 (FY09). The report lists specific projects and their 
expenditures. This report does not provide a complete accounting of all Redevelopment 
Agency expenditures for the fiscal year. Readers interested in that information should 
consult the Redevelopment Agency’s Annual Financial Report and the staff letter 
adopting the annual budget. 
 
This report describes projects and programs that during FY09 directly eliminated blight. 
Many Redevelopment Agency expenditures, such as the cost of staff, office space and 
other operating expenses necessary to carryout programs do indirectly contribute to the 
removal of blight but are not described here. Also not listed are payments for blight 
removal activities that occurred in prior years (e.g. bond debt service payments). 
 
Projects designed to provide affordable housing are not listed in this report. Those 
projects and expenditures are described in the Redevelopment Agency’s Report to the 
State Controller. The primary purpose of those projects is to provide affordable housing, 
though many also result in a reduction of blight. 
 
Blight removal activities are listed by redevelopment project area. The Los Altos and 
West Beach Redevelopment Project Areas provided housing set-aside payments and 
debt service payments. Both project areas also funded a public improvement project. 
Los Also funded the reconstruction of an alley between Abbeyfield and Stearns Streets 
on the west side of Bellflower Boulevard at $139,469. West Beach funds in the amount 
of $646,785 were used to enhance a pedestrian plaza. As they had no other active 
development projects, these two project areas are not included in this report. 
 
Central Long Beach Redevelopment Project Area 
 
1. Neighborhood Revitalization 
 

In FY09, the Redevelopment Agency implemented a program to provide enhanced 
targeted code enforcement necessary within blighted areas. The Agency maintained 
properties and moved projects forward pending future development when the market 
recovers. 
 
• Shoreline Gateway $ 344,913 
• Neighborhood Code Enforcement Program 285,788 
• Graffiti Abatement 125,000 
• Ongoing Development and Maintenance 

o Willmore Implementation Plan 81,536 
o West Gateway 70,366 
o Atlantic & Willow Land Acquisitions 47,922 
o Atlantic Avenue Senior Housing Construction Costs 30,122 
o Atlantic and Vernon 18,592 
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2. Corridor Revitalization 
 

The Redevelopment Agency acquired blighted commercial properties for assembly 
and development of two large retail developments. The Agency also spent tax 
increment revenues to provide grants for the improvement/rehabilitation of the 
exterior façades of commercial properties and additional economic development 
services to small businesses that will allow these businesses to improve 
deteriorating commercial structures.  
 
• Pacific & Pacific Coast Highway Land Acquisitions $ 1,735,962 
• PCH MLK Land Acquisition 1,326,465 
• Commercial Façade & Screening Program 575,821 
• Economic Development Services 125,000 
• Orizaba Design District 124,223 
• East Village Live/Work Artist Program 20,000 
• Ongoing Development and Maintenance 

o LBCC & Kroc 72,050 
o Renaissance Square 62,593 
o Pine & Pacific Coast Highway Land Acquisitions 25,749 
o Atlantic and Anaheim  14,461 
o Anaheim & Walnut 10,862 

 
3. Open Space and Public Art 

 
The Redevelopment Agency provided funding to support the expansion and 
development of open space and recreational opportunities throughout the project 
area as well as for the development of public art. 
 
• Drake/Chavez Expansion $ 909,456 
• Seaside Park Expansion 599,339 
• Pacific Electric Right-of-Way 481,071 
• Dog Park 356,966 
• Orizaba Park Expansion 119,950 
• Alamitos and 15th (Rosa Parks Park) 60,244 
• Public Art Development 55,292 
• Arts Council Support 38,740 
• Craftsman Park 23,204  
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Infrastructure and Public Improvements 
 
The Redevelopment Agency spent tax increment revenues and bond proceeds for 
the design and construction of street improvements and streetscape. 

 
• Magnolia Industrial District Streetscape $ 1,110,728 
• East Village Streetscape 998,862 
• Courthouse 75,801 
• Cherry Avenue Widening 55,510 
• 7th and Alamitos Right-Turn Lane 24,623 

 
Downtown Redevelopment Project Area 
 
1. Neighborhood Revitalization 

 
The Redevelopment Agency has several housing projects underway that are 
removing obsolete and dilapidated buildings and replacing them with modern 
housing. The Agency worked in partnership with Downtown Long Beach Associates 
and the City’s Economic Development Bureau to provide incentive packages for 
appropriate retailers to establish on Pine Avenue. Planning initiatives were pursued 
in conformance with the Redevelopment Plan and Downtown Strategy for 
Development in FY09.  

 
• Lyon Promenade Off-site and Public Improvements $ 480,418 
• Art Exchange (Broadway Block) 353,503 
• Revitalization Programs 137,964 
• Graffiti Abatement 125,000 
• Business Development 86,210  
• Block 89 Land Acquisition (Hotel Site Acquisition) 72,635 
• 3rd & Pacific and 4th & Pine Acquisition 53,888 
• Block 90 and Edison Theater 45,282 
• American Hotel Adaptive Reuse 45,180 
• Block 103 MTA Site Acquisition 33,088 
• Block 104 26,250 
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2. Open Space and Public Art 
 

The Redevelopment Agency supported public art development, engaged in planning 
for future blight removal activities and more effective Agency administration in the 
project area, and developing open space in the Promenade including pedestrian 
linkages throughout the area.  
 
• Promenade Master Plan $ 1,423,256 
• Promenade and Phantom Art Development 50,000 
• Arts Council Support 42,459 

 
3. Infrastructure and Public Improvements 
 

The Redevelopment Agency supported activities that fostered an inviting, safe 
pedestrian environment in the Downtown area. In FY09, the Agency installed 
security cameras and enhanced lighting for pedestrian and street traffic. The Agency 
also invested in design, development and construction drawings for the expansion of 
downtown retail and commuter parking.  

 
• City Place Garage Debt Service $ 828,370  
• City Place Garage Expansion 199,261 
• Pine Avenue Streetscape 145,302 
• Cameras 86,533 
• Lyon West Gateway (3rd Street Master Plan) 41,710 
• Traffic Signal (Ocean and Pine) 25,458 
• Sidewalk Improvements (3rd and Long Beach Blvd) 22,796 
• Wayfinding 21,206 

 
North Long Beach Redevelopment Project Area 
 
1. Neighborhood Revitalization 
 

North Long Beach has many aging residential neighborhoods built in the post-war 
era. In FY09, the Redevelopment Agency implemented a program to provide 
enhanced targeted code enforcement necessary within these blighted areas. The 
Agency also provided funding for graffiti abatement and for façade improvement 
grants and security improvements to homeowners.  

 
• NEA Target Area $ 592,506 
• Neighborhood Code Enforcement Program 366,536 
• Graffiti Abatement 175,000 
• Long Beach Blvd. Motels Block Market Rate Housing 31,184 
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2. Corridor Revitalization 
 

The North Long Beach Project Area has an aging commercial corridor. The 
Redevelopment Agency has instituted programs to revitalize those blighted corridors 
by improving facades, acquiring blighted property and establishing new development 
as well as providing support for business attraction, retention, expansion and 
creation.  

 
• Atlantic & Artesia  $ 3,661,871 
• Waite Motel Block 2,363,377 
• Virginia Village Revitalization 2,231,419 
• North Village Center Implementation 1,959,260 
• Marketing – NLB 396,114 
• Economic Development Services 376,112 
• Façade Improvement Program 339,964  
• North Village Annex 88,723 
• Commercial Screening Program 70,610 
• 4321 Atlantic Avenue (Expo) 54,869 
• Camelot Center Façade 22,631 
• OSH/Sears Development Agreement 20,081 
 

3. Open Space and Public Art 
 

The Redevelopment Agency has provided funding for the development of open 
space and public art in the area. 

 
• Oregon and Del Amo Park $ 5,273,458 
• Ed “Pops” Davenport Park (55th Way)  383,033 
• Admiral Kidd Development & Expansion 169,801 
• Scherer Park 114,804 
• Development of Public Art 75,078 
• Arts Council Support 38,740 

 
4. Infrastructure and Public Improvements 
 

Many of the project area’s blighted neighborhoods lack the kind of public 
infrastructure needed to make them safe and attractive to private investment. The 
Redevelopment Agency provided funding for street and traffic improvements.  

 
• PW – Street Design and Construction $ 1,305,237 
• Fire Station North Facilities 1,733,130 
• PW – Streetscape Design and Improvements 1,233,464 
• South Waterfront 730,397 
• Traffic Signals (Bixby Knolls) 52,290 
• Union Pacific Railroad Right-of-Way 31,541 
• Santa Fe Corridor 14,592 
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Poly High Redevelopment Project Area 
 
1. Infrastructure and Public Improvements 
 

In FY09, the Redevelopment Agency improved the public amenities created as part 
of the redevelopment of the Poly High project area by implementing traffic 
improvements and developing open space.  

 
• Atlantic and Pacific Coast Highway (PCH) Turn Lane 248,013 

 
West Long Beach Industrial Project Area 
 
When the West Long Beach Industrial Project Area was adopted, it was a mix of aging 
housing and blighted industrial uses. The Redevelopment Agency has for many years 
pursued a strategy of removing the most incompatible uses (housing and very blighted 
industrial), reconfiguring sites that were too small for modern industrial uses and 
providing resources to industrial users willing to improve their own properties. 
 
1. Neighborhood Revitalization 
 

In FY09, the Redevelopment Agency acquired and removed non-conforming 
residential units to remove blight from the area. The Agency also provided funding 
for enhanced code enforcement as well as economic development services for small 
businesses to allow them to improve dilapidated industrial facilities. 

 
• Special Property Acquisition $ 953,569 
• 1461-65 Cota Acquisition 597,777 
• 1328-1340 Canal Ave. – Cowelco Acquisition 214,702 
• Economic Development 200,000 
• Graffiti Abatement 125,000 
• Neighborhood Code Enforcement 86,570 
• Ongoing Development and Maintenance 

o 1650 Seabright Ave. – Parker Diving Services 157,681 
o Redbarn 38,056 
o 1652 W. 15th – Sergio's Auto Body 13,312 

 
2. Corridor Revitalization 
 

The Redevelopment Agency provided funds for the improvement and rehabilitation 
of commercial and industrial façades. The Agency also acquired a non-conforming 
property for future development of industrial use.  

 
• Façade Improvement Program $ 700,303 
• 1545-1551 Santa Fe – La Hacienda (Acquisition) 320,716 
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3. Open Space and Public Art 
 

The Redevelopment Agency partnered with Arts Council for Long Beach regarding 
public art installations.  

 
• Arts Council Support $ 47,615 

 
4. Infrastructure and Public Improvements 
 

The project area lacks the kind of public infrastructure needed to make it a safe and 
desirable area that attracts commercial and industrial investments. The 
Redevelopment Agency provided funding for public improvement projects.  
 
• Pump Station & Storm Drain Upgrades $ 1,489,207 
• Westside Street Enhancement Program 12,894 
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