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RECOMMENDATION: 

Development Services 
411 West Ocean Boulevard, 3"1 Floor Long Beach, CA 90802 

(562) 570-5237 

-16 

Request the City Attorney to prepare Ordinances to designate as Historic Landmarks 
two residential buildings located on a single lot: a single-family house with the address 
of 1005 Locust Avenue and a residential duplex with the address of 141 and 143 East 
1 Oth Street. (District 1) 

DISCUSSION 

The property owner of two structures located on a single lot, the residential building located at 
1005 Locust Avenue and the residential duplex located a 141 and 143 East 1 oth Street inquired 
after landmark designation for the two structures. Planning Bureau staff described the benefits, 
restrictions and special permitting requirements that are applicable to designated historic 
landmark properties as well as the review and approval process. Subsequently, on August 14, 
2019, the property owner submitted an application requesting landmark designation for both 
residential buildings. The subject buildings are not located in a designated historic district. 

On February 25, 2020, the Cultural Heritage Commission. (CHC) held a public hearing to 
consider the nomination of the subject properties (Attachment A - Cultural Heritage 
Commission Staff Report). To be designated historic landmarks, each property must meet at 
least one of the four criteria for landmark designation outlined in Chapter 2.63 of the Long 
Beach Municipal Code, which contains four criteria for landmark designation: Criterion A, 
associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of the 
City's history; Criterion B, associated with the lives of persons important to the City's past; 
Criterion C, embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master or possesses high artistic values; or, Criterion 
D, has yielded, or has the potential to yield, information important in prehistory or history. 

The CHC made two of these findings in support of the nomination of the structure located at 
1005 Locust Avenue. The CHC determined that the building at 1005 Locust Avenue is 
associated with the lives of persons important to the City's past (Criterion B) and embodies the 
distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region or method of construction or represents the 
work of a master or possesses high artistic values (Criterion C). The two-story, single family 
residence at 1005 Locust Avenue was built in 1905 in the Edwardian architectural style. Both 
the architect and the person who commissioned the design and construction of the home are 
notable Long Beach figures. The house was designed and constructed by Long Beach architect 
W. Horace Austin who is credited for being the first major architect with professional credentials 
to open an office in the City. Additionally, the house was commissioned by Charles A. Buffum 
who was a prominent business person and owner of retail store giant Buffum's, as well as a 
civic leader, who also served as Mayor of Long Beach from 1921to1924. 
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The CHC also made two findings in support of the nomination of the structure located at 141 
and 143 East 1 oth Street. The CHC determined that the structure located at 141 and 143 East 
1 oth Street is associated with the lives of persons important to the City's past (Criterion B) and 
embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master or possesses high artistic values (Criterion C). The two-story 
duplex located at 141 and 143 East 1 oth Street, was built in 1901 and is one of the oldest 
buildings in the City and one of the last remaining intact examples of Foursquare architecture. 
It served as the residence of Walter L. Porterfield, who was instrumental in bringing telephone 
service to Long Beach. 

The CHC voted unanimously to recommend that the City Council approve the designation of 
both buildings, the single-family house with the address of 1005 Locust Avenue and the 
residential duplex with the address of 141 and 143 East 10th Street, as historic landmarks. 

The buildings and their designations as historic landmarks raise awareness of the City's history 
and preserves the historic buildings. The nominations for landmark status for the two buildings 
is consistent with the General Plan Land Use Element Goal of Neighborhood Emphasis. 
Nomination of the buildings also specifically forwards Policy 2. 7 of the Historic Preservation 
Element through the landmarking of private buildings. 

If the designations are approved, it is recommended that the building addressed as 1005 Locust 
Avenue, be recognized as the Charles A. Buffum House, after the original owner and the 
building addressed as 141 and 143 East 1 Oth Street, be recognized as W. L. Porterfield Duplex. 

This matter was reviewed by Deputy City Attorney Erin Weesner-McKinley on June 18, 2020 
and by Budget Management Officer Julissa Jose-Murray on June 12, 2020. 

SUSTAINABILITY 

Designation of a landmark helps retain and restore existing buildings. Restoration work is often 
completed by reusing or reclaiming existing building materials and reduces the construction 
waste and environmental impacts associated demolition and new construction. 

TIMING CONSIDERATIONS 

City Council action is requested on July 7, 2020, to allow sufficient time for the City Attorney 
to draft the ordinance. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

There is no fiscal or local job impact associated with this recommendation. However, when a 
landmark is designated, it becomes eligible for the City's Mills Act program. This program 
provides for potential reduction in property taxes. The fiscal impact of any such participation 
will be determined if City Council approval is requested for a Mills Act contract for this property. 
Evaluation of properties for historic landmark designation is within the budgeted scope of staff 
duties and is consistent with adopted City Council priorities. 
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SUGGESTED ACTION: 

Approve recommendation. 

Respectfully submitted, 

OSCAR W. ORCI 
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

Attachments: 

APPROVED: 

THOMAS B. MODICA 
CITY MANAGER 

Attachment A - Cultural Heritage Commission Staff Report (February 25, 2020) 



CITY OF Development Services 

LONG BEACH 

February 25, 2020 

CHAIR AND CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSIONERS 
City of Long Beach 
California 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Planning Bureau 

411 West Ocean Boulevard, 3rd Floor, Long Beach, CA 90802 

562.570.6194 

Recommend that the City Council designate as Historic Landmarks, two residential 
buildings located on a single lot: a single-family house with the address of 1005 Locust 
Avenue and a residential duplex with the address of 141 and 143 E. 10th Street. 
(District 1) 

APPLICANT: 

THE REQUEST 

Gail Cooper 
1 500 E. 1 st Street 
Long Beach, CA 90802 
(Application No. HLM1908-01) 

The City requests that the Cultural Heritage Commission review the background materials and 
recommend that the City Council designate two residential buildings located on a single lot: a 
single-family house with the address of 1005 Locust Avenue and a residential duplex with the 
address of 141 and 143 E. 10th Street. 

BACKGROUND 

The subject property is located on the northwest corner of Locust Avenue and E. 10th Street 
(Exhibit A - Location Map). The site is located within the PD-30 (Downtown Plan) zoning 
district. The rectangular shaped property (70'-0" x 102'-0") is developed with two detached 
residential buildings, and a detached single car garage. The property is not located in a 
designated historic district. 

ANALYSIS 

1005 Locust Avenue 

Addressed as 1005 Locust Avenue, the building is situated along the eastern portion of lot, 
facing Locust Avenue. This two-story, single family residence was built in 1905 and was 
designed in the Edwardian architecture style. The Edwardian architecture style typically 
features a multi-gable roof system, asymmetrical massing, wrap-around porches, a tower 
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1005 Locust Avenue  10th Street Elevation 



1005 Locust Avenue 

 Rear Elevation 



1005 Locust Avenue Side Elevation  



State of California C The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

PRIMARY RECORD 

Review Code 
Other Listings 

Reviewer 

Primary# 
HRI# 

Trinomial 

NRHP Status Code 

Date 

Page of *Resource Name or#: (Assigned by recorder)
P1. Other Identifier: 

---------------------------------

*P2. Location: D Not for Publication D Unrestricted 
*a. County Los Angeles and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad --=---c--c Date ______ T ; R O of O of Sec B.M.
c. Address 1005 Locust Avenue City Long Beach-Zip 908D

- --

d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone _, ___ mE/ ____ mN
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel#, directions to resource, elevation, decimal degrees, etc., as appropriate)

7273-006-017, SE corner of lot

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition. alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
The subject property at 1005 Locust Avenue is located on the east 102 feet of Lot 23 in the
Locust Avenue Tract and is one of two homes on this lot. It is located on the easternmost 
section of the lot. This Edwardian style two-story residence was originally constructed as 
a 2,764 square foot home. It has a bay window on the first floor located over the front porch. 
(See continuation sheet DPR 523L p. 3) 

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)_HP2 Single-Family Property
*P4. Resources Present: X Building D Structure D Object D Site D District D Element of District D Other (Isolates, etc.)

P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 

*P9. Date Recorded: July 14, 2019

*P10.Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter. "none.")

P5b. Description of Photo: (view, date, 
accession#) Front elevation, 
5/24/2019 

*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Source: X Historic D Prehistoric D Both 
1905, Los Angeles Builder and 
Contractor, 9/7/1905 

*P7. Owner and Address:
Gail Cooper
1500 E. First Street, 
Long Beach, CA 9080�. 

*PS. Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, and
address ) HouStories Consul ting
Maureen Neeley, MLIS. 
24 7 Termino, Long Beach 90803 

*Attachments: ONONE □Location Map XContinuation Sheet XBuilding, Structure, and Object Record
□Archaeological Record □District Record □Linear Feature Record □Milling Station Record □Rock Art Record
□Artifact Record X Photograph Record D Other (List): 

DPR 523A (9/2013) *Required information
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141 and 143 E. 10th Street Front 
Elevation 



141 and 143 E. 10th 
Street Side Elevation 



141 and 143 E. 10th 
Street Architectural 

Details 



141 and 143 E. 10th 
Street Architectural 

Details  



State of California C The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

PRIMARY RECORD 

Review Code 
Other Listings 

Reviewer 

Primary# 
HRI# 

Trinomial 

NRHP Status Code 

Date 

Page of *Resource Name or#: (Assigned by recorder)
P1. Other Identifier: 

*P2. Location: D Not for Publication D Unrestricted 
*a. County Los Angeles and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad __ ....,__ Date -�-�- T ; R , 0 of D of Sec , B.M.
c. Address 141 E. l0u' Street_ City Long Beach ---zlp-90813

- --

d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone _, ___ mE/ ____ mN
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel#, directions to resource, elevation, decimal degrees, etc., as appropriate)

7273-006-017, west portion of lot

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
The subject property at 141 E. 10 th Street is located on the east 102 feet of Lot 23 in the 
Locust Avenue Tract and is one of two homes on this lot. It sits on the westernmost section 
of the lot, essentially behind 1005 Locust. This Foursquare style two-story duplex was 
originally constructed in 1901 as a duplex, but located at 607-609 E. Ocean. 
(See continuation sheet DPR 5231 p. 3) 

P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures, and 
objects.) 

� . . 

' '\� 
., ........ : '..., 'l 
J" t

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes
and codes)_HP3 Multiple Family
property
*P4. Resources Present: X Building D
Structure D Object D Site D District D Element of 
District D Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b. Description of Photo: (view, date, 
accession#) South elevation, 
5/24/2019 

*PG. Date Constructed/Age and Source:
X Historic D Prehistoric D Both
1901, L.A. County Tax Assessor

*P7. Owner and Address:
Gail Cooper
1500 E. First Street, 
Long Beach, CA 90802 

*P8. Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, and address
) HouStories Consulting Maureen
Neeley, MLIS.
247 Termino, Long Beach 90803

*P9. Date Recorded: July 14, 2019

None 

*Attachments: □NONE X Location Map X Continuation Sheet X Building, Structure, and Object Record
□Archaeological Record □District Record □Linear Feature Record □Milling Station Record □Rock Art Record
□Artifact Record X Photograph Record D Other (List): 

DPR 523A (9/2013) *Required information

























LANDMARK DESIGNATION 
HLM1908-01 

FINDINGS AND ANALYSIS 
1005 Locust Avenue  

ANALYSIS: 

In compliance with Section 2.63.050 of the City of Long Beach Municipal Code (Cultural 
Heritage Commission): 
The subject property is located on the northwest corner of Locust Avenue and E. 10th 
Street.  The site is located within the PD-30 (Downtown Plan) zoning district.  The 
rectangular shaped property (70’-0” x 102’-0”) is developed with a single-family residence, 
a residential duplex, and a detached single car garage.  The property is not located in a 
designated historic district. 
1005 Locust Avenue 

The building addressed as 1005 Locust Avenue is situated along the eastern portion of 
the rectangular shaped lot facing Locust Avenue.  This two-story, single family residence 
was built in 1905 and was designed in the Edwardian architecture style.  The house 
features many of the character-defining characteristics of the Edwardian architectural 
style, such as a large front facing gable roof system, a turret that extends above the 
second-story roof line, a deep covered porch, a large bay window on the front elevation 
and a set of dormer windows each accented with individual gable roofs facing 10th Street.  
In compliance with Section 2.63.050 of the City of Long Beach Municipal Code (Cultural 
Heritage Commission), a cultural resource qualifies for designation as a Landmark if it 
retains integrity and meets one or more required criterion.  Staff has analyzed the 
proposed nomination and finds that the building retains integrity and meets Findings B 
and C.  This designation relates to a historic building associated with the life of a 
significant Long Beach civic and business leader Charles A. Buffum (Criterion B) and the 
building embodies the distinctive characteristics of the Edwardian architectural style and 
it represents the work of a master architect, W. Horace Austin. (Criterion C).  
GENERAL PLAN FINDING: (from 2.63.060(A) of the Long Beach Municipal Code) 

The proposed nomination would provide landmark status to a structure that is 
complementary to the surrounding neighborhood.  The subject building is surrounded by 
single-family and multi-family residential structures within the Downtown neighborhood. 
The historic building retains a high level of integrity and represents early development 
patterns of Long Beach.  While there are some alterations that detract from the integrity 
of materials, those alterations can be reversed.   
The General Plan Land Use Element includes relevant goals and policies that protect and 
enhance established neighborhoods (Strategy No. 9).  The proposed nominations will 
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protect historic resources and preserve the City’s history.  The structure embodies the 
history of the downtown neighborhood and City as a whole.  Its designation as a historic 
landmark helps to raise public awareness about the City’s history and historic 
preservation program and encourages public participation in learning about the historic 
resources in the City.  The nomination will also assure the structure, which is not currently 
under any historic preservation protections, is maintained in a manner consistent with the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. 
 
The nomination also forwards the goals of the Historic Preservation Element, specifically 
addressing Policy 2.7 through the landmarking of private buildings.  Landmark status will 
protect the building, preserve its cultural and architectural value and reinforce the value 
of historic preservation for the public to enjoy. 
 
DESIGNATION FINDINGS: (from Section 2.63.070(D) of the Long Beach Municipal 
Code) 
 

A. It is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of our history.  
 
The subject property is not eligible under Criterion A.  
 

B. It is associated with the lives of persons significant in the City's past. 
 
Charles A. Buffum (1870-1936) was an entrepreneur.  He moved to Long Beach 
in 1903 and purchased the dry goods store, Schilling Brothers, on Pine Avenue in 
1904.  The Schilling Brothers store became the Mercantile Company which later 
become the retail store giant, Buffum’s.  Buffum expended his retail business to 
sixteen stores located in Los Angeles, Orange and San Diego Counties.  Buffum’s 
Department Store located in downtown Long Beach operated from 1904 to 1991.   
 
Buffum was a prominent figure in Long Beach history.  He served on the School 
Board from 1911-1916 and was mayor of Long Beach from 1921 to 1924.  Buffum 
held several executive member positions such as the Harbor Commission and the 
Chamber of Commerce and he served on several social and fraternal 
organizations.   
 
Buffum commissioned local architect, W. Horace Austin to design and build the 
two-story, single-family house addressed as 1005 Locust Avenue in 1905.  Buffum 
resided in the home until 1907.   
 

C. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of 
construction, or it represents the work of master or it possesses high artistic 
values.  
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This two-story, single family residence was built in 1905 and was designed in the 
Edwardian architecture style.  The house has many of the character-defining 
features of the Edwardian architectural style such as a large front facing gable roof 
system, a turret that extends above the second-story roof line, a deep covered 
porch, a large bay window on the front elevation and a set of side facing dormer 
windows.  The bay window features a large fixed window with an upper transom 
window with diamond shaped mullions, flanked by two, double hung, wood 
windows.  The turret features eight double hung wood windows and is capped by 
a unique heptagonal roof structure, which extends above the second-floor roof line.  
The Edwardian architectural period of significance is from 1902-1920. 
 
The construction of the two-story house represents the work of a master architect, 
W. Horace Austin (1881-1942).  In 1905, Austin was commissioned to design the 
house for Charles A. Buffum.  The subject house is believed to be an early project 
of Austin’s.  Austin practiced from 1906 - 1942, and he is credited for being the first 
major architect with professional credentials to open an architectural office in Long 
Beach.  Austin designed a number of civic buildings (1920s Long Beach City Hall), 
as well as commercial and residential structures.  After the 1933 earthquake, he 
supervised the reconstruction of Wilson High School and Washington Junior High 
School.  Austin was elected to the American Institute of Architects in 1920 and was 
the founding president of the Long Beach Architecture Club in 1923.  A few of the 
prominent projects which he designed in Long Beach include the Farmers and 
Merchant Bank building located on Pine Avenue, the Press-Telegram Building and 
Buffum’s Department Store.    
 

D. It has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history 
or history. 
 
The subject property is ineligible for designation pursuant to Criterion D, for 
landmark designation, as it is not a likely source for future information related to 
history or pre-history. 

 



LANDMARK DESIGNATION 
HLM1908-01 

FINDINGS AND ANALYSIS 
141 and 143 E. 10th Street 

ANALYSIS: 

In compliance with Section 2.63.050 of the City of Long Beach Municipal Code (Cultural 
Heritage Commission): 
The subject property is located on the northwest corner of Locust Avenue and E. 10th 
Street.  The site is located within the PD-30 (Downtown Plan) zoning district.  The 
rectangular shaped property (70’-0” x 102’-0”) is developed with a single-family residential 
building, a residential duplex and a detached single car garage.  The property is not 
located in a designated historic district. 
141 and 143 E. 10th Street 

The residential duplex, addressed as 141and 143 E. 10th Street, is situated along the 
western portion of the rectangular shaped lot, facing 10th Street.  This two-story duplex 
was built in 1901 and was designed in the Foursquare architectural style.  The American 
Foursquare period of significance is 1894-1910. 
In compliance with Section 2.63.050 of the City of Long Beach Municipal Code (Cultural 
Heritage Commission), a cultural resource qualifies for designation as a Landmark if it 
retains integrity and meets one or more required criterion.  Staff has analyzed the 
proposed nomination and finds that the building retains integrity and meets Findings B 
and C.  This designation relates to a historic building associated with the life of prominent 
Long Beach businessman Walter L. Porterfield (Criterion B) and the building embodies 
the distinctive characteristics of the Foursquare architectural style (Criterion C).  
GENERAL PLAN FINDING: (from 2.63.060(A) of the Long Beach Municipal Code) 

The proposed nomination would provide landmark status to a structure that is 
complementary to the surrounding neighborhood.  The subject building is surrounded by 
single-family and multi-family residential structures in the Downtown neighborhood.  The 
historic building retains a high level of integrity and represents early development patterns 
of Long Beach.   
The General Plan Land Use Element includes relevant goals and policies that protect and 
enhance established neighborhoods (Strategy No. 9).  The proposed nominations will 
protect historic resources and preserve the City’s history.  The structures embody the 
history of the downtown neighborhood and City as a whole.  Its designation as a historic 
landmark helps raises public awareness about the City’s history and historic preservation 
program and encourages public participation in learning about the historic resources in 
the City.  The nomination will also assure the structure, which is not currently under any 
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historic preservation protections, is maintained in a manner that is consistent with the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. 
 
The nomination also forwards the goals of the Historic Preservation Element, specifically 
addressing Policy 2.7 through the landmarking of private buildings.  Landmark status will 
protect the building, preserve its cultural and architectural value and reinforce the value 
of historic preservation for the public to enjoy. 
 
DESIGNATION FINDINGS: (from Section 2.63.070(D) of the Long Beach Municipal 
Code) 
 

A. It is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of our history.  
 
The subject property is not eligible under Criterion A.  
 

B. It is associated with the lives of persons significant in the City's past. 
 
Walter L. Porterfield (1865-1948) was an important figure in early Long Beach 
history.  Porterfield owned several prominent businesses in Long Beach such as 
the Long Beach Home Telephone and Telegraph Company, and the Bank of 
Commerce.  Porterfield was instrumental in bringing telephone service to Long 
Beach.  Founded by Porterfield and located on 9 Pine Avenue, the Long Beach 
Home Telephone and Telegraph Company, was the first local phone company in 
Long Beach.  In addition to owning the Home Telephone Company, Porterfield 
served as President of the U.S. Long Distance Telephone and Telegraph 
Company.  He was a Partner for the First National Bank of Long Beach and served 
as member of the School Board. 
 
Porterfield owned several properties in Long Beach.  In 1923, he commissioned 
the design of a twelve-story office tower, the Ocean Center Building, to be built on 
his property located at the southwest corner of Ocean Boulevard and Pine Avenue.  
In 1915, he commissioned the design of the Cliff Dwellers (Inn) hotel built on his 
property located at the southwest corner of Ocean Boulevard and Hart Court.  
Walter L. Porterfield owned both the 607-609 E. Ocean Boulevard property and 
the property addressed as 1005 Locust Avenue (and 141 and 143 E. 10th Street), 
where he had the duplex moved in 1914.  He resided in the residential unit 
addressed as 141 E 10th Street from the 1920s to 1935.   
 

C. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of 
construction, or it represents the work of master or it possesses high artistic 
values.  
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The residential duplex embodies the distinctive characteristics of the Foursquare 
architectural style.  Constructed in 1901, during the early development of Long 
Beach, the building is amongst the oldest buildings located in downtown.  The 
building embodies the distinctive characteristics of the Foursquare architectural 
style.  Typical to the Foursquare characteristics, the building is rectangular shaped 
and features a hipped roof, large overhanging eaves and exposed wood rafters.  
Narrow horizontal wood planks accent the base of the first- and second-floor walls. 
A flared wood trim design delineates the break between the two stories.  The 
second-floor walls feature a decorative shingle design which has an overlapping 
geometric pattern that is repeated on all four sides of the building.  The building’s 
exterior walls feature decorative wood siding and wood shingles in a geometric 
pattern.  A larger sized geometric pattern accents the south (front) and east-facing 
side elevations.   
The duplex is considered one of the oldest buildings in Long Beach and one of the 
last remaining buildings of the Foursquare architecture style in Long Beach.  The 
subject building is intact and features a unique shingle design and flared shiplap 
accenting the base of both stories makes this building an irreplaceable example of 
an era and style rarely found in Long Beach.  The building embodies the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, (Foursquare), period (early era), and method of 
construction (unique and intact siding).    

D. It has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history
or history.

The subject property is ineligible for designation pursuant to Criterion D, for
landmark designation, as it is not a likely source for future information related to
history or pre-history.




