
September 19, 2023 

HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
City of Long Beach 
California 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Adopt a Resolution authorizing the City Manager, or designee, to apply for grant 
funds through the California State Parks Land and Water Conservation Fund, for 
the Willow Springs Park Wetlands Restoration and Trail Expansion Project (Project) 
and execute all documents necessary to accept and expend the funds to implement 
the purposes of the grant. (District 5) 

DISCUSSION 

City Council action is requested to adopt a Resolution authorizing the City Manager, or 
designee, to apply for grant funds through the California State Parks Land and Water 
Conservation Fund, to accept the grant funds, and if awarded, execute all documents 
necessary to implement the purpose of the grant.  In January 2023, the California 
Department of Parks and Recreation Office of Grants and Local Services began 
solicitation for the Land and Water Conservation Fund Program.   

This competitive grant program is intended to increase outdoor recreational opportunities 
for the health and wellness of Californians.  National Park Services administers the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund Program at the federal level.  Funds allocated to California 
are administered by the California Department of Parks and Recreation Office of Grants 
and Local Services under the provisions of the California Outdoor Recreation Resources 
Plan Act of 1967. 

The Parks, Recreation and Marine Department (PRM) submitted an application for the 
Project requesting $1,500,000 to fund the next phase of the Willow Springs Park 
Wetlands Restoration and Trail Expansion Project.  Funds awarded through the grant 
would align with the Parks Make Long Beach: PRM Strategic Plan by contributing to the 
success of the City's efforts to provide healthy and safe park spaces within underserved 
areas and sustainably managing water resources in park design. 

Willow Springs Park (Park) is currently a 48-acre partially developed park space.  The 
Willow Springs Wetlands Restoration and Trail Expansion Project will revitalize the 6 
acres of existing park and create an additional 4.1 acre-foot of wetlands. The Project will 
also develop recreational hiking trails, water-capturing and cleaning bioswales, wildlife-
supporting habitat, and interpretive signage.  If awarded, the land within the Project site 
will be placed under permanent federal protection upon completion of the Project to 
preserve the public’s outdoor recreational use of the site in perpetuity. 
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The Project was identified as being competitive for this opportunity considering the grant 
criteria in that it: 
 

• Will create outdoor recreational opportunities,  

• Increase park acreage in an underserved area, and  

• Has funds available to meet the 1:1 match requirement.  
 
If awarded, the California Department of Parks and Recreation Office of Grants and Local 
Services will administer the Land and Water Conservation Fund.  It is anticipated that 
projects recommended for grant award will be announced after November 1, 2023.  The 
projects must be completed within three years of the National Park Service grant approval 
date. 
 
This matter was reviewed by Deputy City Attorney Anita Lakhani on August 22, 2023 and 
by Budget Development Officer Jennfier Rodriguez on August 25, 2023. 
 
TIMING CONSIDERATIONS 
 
City Council action is requested on September 19, 2023, to adopt the Resolution required 
to be submitted prior to the announcement of the grant awards.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
Upon grant award, City Council approval will be requested to appropriate the awarded 
grant funding in the Capital Projects Fund Group in the Parks, Recreation and Marine 
Department, offset by grant revenue.  
 
The grant has a one-to-one match requirement, which is available by leveraging other 
secured grant funds for existing work to the Park site.  This includes $1,200,000 from Los 
Angeles County Flood Control Safe Clean Water Program funds (Measure W), and 
$300,000 from Los Angeles County Regional Parks and Open Space Measure A 
(Measure A), all of which will be used for the design phase of the Project. Therefore, if 
the full amount of the grant request is awarded, the total match of $1,500,000 is available.  
As the matching funds are not currently budgeted, if the grant is awarded, the Department 
will return to the City Council with a request for appropriation.  The total project cost, 
inclusive of design, construction, construction management, labor, inspection and project 
oversight is estimated at $9,840,000.  The Department has applied for additional grant 
funding and will continue to apply for grant opportunities as they become available to fully 
fund the Project.  
 
This Project is anticipated to provide continued support to our local economy, however, 
the number of additional full-time equivalent local jobs created by this Project will not be 
known until the contractors complete their hiring and construction has commenced. This 
recommendation has no staffing impact beyond the normal budgeted scope of duties and 
is consistent with existing City council priorities. 
 



HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
September 19, 2023    
Page 3 
 

 

SUGGESTED ACTION: 
 

Approve recommendation. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
BRENT DENNIS 
DIRECTOR 
PARKS, RECREATION AND MARINE 
 
Attachment:  Resolution      
 

APPROVED: 
 
 
     
THOMAS B. MODICA 
CITY MANAGER  
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RESOLUTION NO. 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF LONG BEACH APPROVING THE APPLICATION OF 

THE LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND FOR THE 

WILLOW SPRINGS WETLANDS RESTORATION AND TRAIL 

EXPANSION PROJECT 

WHEREAS, the Congress, under Public Law 88-578, has authorized the 

establishment of a federal Land and Water Conservation Fund Grant-In-Aid program, 

providing matching funds to the State of California and its political subdivisions for acquiring 

lands and developing Facilities for public outdoor recreation purposes; and 

WHEREAS, the California Department of Parks and Recreation is 

responsible for administration of the program in the State, setting up necessary rules and 

procedures governing applications by local agencies under the program; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Long Beach (“City”) certifies by resolution the 

approval of the application and the availability of eligible matching funds prior to submission 

of the application to the State; 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Long Beach resolves as 

follows: 

Section 1. Approves the filing of an application for Land and Water 

Conservation Fund assistance for the proposed Willow Springs Wetlands and Trails 

Expansion Project (“Project”). 

Section 2. Certifies that the City has reviewed, understands, and agrees 

to the General Provisions contained in the contract shown in the Grant Administration 

Guide. 

Section 3. Agrees to abide by 54 U.S.C. §200305(f)(3) which requires, “No 

property acquired or developed with assistance under this section shall, without the 
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approval of the National Secretary of the Interior, be converted to other than public outdoor 

recreation uses. The Secretary shall approve such conversion only if he finds it to be in 

accord with the then existing comprehensive statewide outdoor recreation plan and only 

upon such conditions as he deems necessary to assure the substitution of other recreation 

properties of at least equal fair market value and of reasonably equivalent usefulness and 

location.” 

Section 4. Certifies that the City has matching funds from eligible 

source(s) and can finance one hundred percent (100%) of the Project, which up to half 

may be reimbursed. 

Section 5. Agrees to comply with all applicable federal, state and local 

laws, ordinances, rules, regulations and guidelines. 

Section 6. Appoints the City Manager, or designee, as agent of the City to 

conduct all negotiations and execute and submit all documents, including, but not limited 

to, applications, contracts, amendments, payment requests, and compliance with all 

applicable current state and federal laws which may be necessary for the completion of the 

aforementioned Project. 

Section 7. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption 

by the City Council, and the City Clerk shall certify the vote adopting this resolution. 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 
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I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was adopted by the City Council 

of the City of Long Beach at its meeting of ____________________________, 2023 by 

the following vote: 

Ayes: Councilmembers: 

Noes: Councilmembers: 

Absent: Councilmembers: 

Recusal(s): Councilmembers: 

City Clerk 


