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| | Councilmember Al Austin Il
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Date: May 18, 2021
To: Mayor and Members of the City Council
From: Councilmember Al Austin II, Eighth District

Councilwoman Cindy Allen, Second District
Councilwoman Suzie Price, Third District
Councilmember Roberto Uranga, Seventh District

Subject: Resolution calling on Congress and the EPA to address the DDT waste
dumped in the waters between Long Beach and Santa Catalina Island

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Request the City Attorney to draft a resolution calling on the United States Congress
and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to take all measures necessary to
prevent further harm to natural resources, wildlife and citizens from the DDT waste
dumped in the waters between Long Beach and Santa Catalina Island, and support
Assembly Joint Resolution 2 by Assemblymember Patrick O’Donnell.

BACKGROUND:

DDT, or dichloro-diphenyl-trichloroethane, is a toxic pesticide that was banned in 1972 due to it
causing a number of environmental problems, including harming wildlife such as sea lions,
brown pelicans, California condors and dolphins and other birds and fish. The nation’s largest
manufacturer of DDT was based in Los Angeles.

A Superfund site was declared off the coast of the Palos Verdes Peninsula when it was
discovered that the company disposed toxic waste through the sewage pipes that poured into
the ocean.

However, much less was known about the company’s barging of additional barrels of toxic
waste out to sea to dispose of the waste. A recent Los Angeles Times investigation, based on
the work of local scientists, estimates that as many as half a million barrels of toxic waste from
DDT, could be lying underwater in the waterway between Long Beach and Santa Catalina
Island.

This recently discovered barrel dumpsite far exceeds, by as much as 40 times greater, the
amount of DDT in the previously identified Superfund site off the coast of the Palos Verdes
Peninsula.

Assemblyman Patrick O’'Donnell has authored Assembly Joint Resolution 2, which calls on the
U.S. Congress and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to take all measures
necessary to “prevent further damage to California’s citizens, wildlife, and natural resources by
the DDT waste dumped in the waters near Santa Catalina Island.” Assemblyman O’Donnell’s
resolution was approved by the Assembly, and is currently being considered in the Senate.
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U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein has also called the dumped DDT a public health hazard, and
the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors have approved a motion by Supervisor Janice
Hahn urging the EPA to assess the DDT damage and expedite clean-up.

As Long Beach has a thriving coastal economy, and it is important that we support efforts to
protect our region’s natural resources and wildlife, Long Beach should add our voice to call on
Congress and the EPA to give the highest attention to addressing this marine contamination,
the magnitude of which was previously not fully realized.

FISCAL IMPACT: A fiscal impact analysis was not able to be conducted for this item due to
the time sensitivity of placing it on the agenda.

STATEMENT OF URGENCY: This agenda item is time sensitive due to the pending
legislation and the timeliness of adding Long Beach'’s voice to this issue.
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REQUEST TO ADD AGENDA ITEM

Date: May 14, 2021
To: Monique De La Garza, City Clerk
From: Councilmember Al Austin I, Eighth District

Subject: Request to Add Agenda Item to Council Agenda of May 18, 2021

Pursuant to Municipal Code Section 2.03.070 [B], the City Councilmembers signing
below request that the attached agenda item (due in the City Clerk Department by
Friday, 12:00 Noon) be placed on the City Council agenda under New Business via
the supplemental agenda.

The agenda title/recommendation for this item reads as follows:

Request the City Attorney to draft a resolution calling on the United States Congress
and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to take all measures necessary to
prevent further harm to natural resources, wildlife and citizens from the DDT waste
dumped in the waters between Long Beach and Santa Catalina Island, and support
Assembly Joint Resolution 2 by Assemblymember Patrick O’Donnell.

Council Authorizing

District Councilmember Signed by
8 Al Austin

2 Cindy Allen

3 Suzie Price

7 Roberto Uranga




