
CITY OF LONG BEACH H-1
DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

333 West Ocean Blvd., 4th Floor Long Beach, CA 90802 (562) 570-6428 Fax: (562) 570-6205

June 1,2010

HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
City of Long Beach
California

RECOMMENDATION:

Receive supporting documentation into the record, conclude the public hearing,
deny the appeal and uphold the Planning Commission decision denying a
Conditional Use Permit for a 1,089-square-foot, double-faced illuminated freeway
sign with electronic message center, with a height of 60 feet from freeway grade
located at 3377-3399 Long Beach Boulevard. (District 7)

DISCUSSION

On September 17, 2009, the Planning Commission voted to deny a Conditional Use Permit
request for a 1,089-square-foot double-faced illuminated freeway sign with electronic
message center, with a height of 60 feet from freeway grade. The item had been before the
Planning Commission twice as a study session and twice for consideration, before the
decision was rendered. The applicant appealed the decision on September 28,2009.

The project site is located on a 34, 182-square-foot lot at 3377-3399 Long Beach Boulevard
(Exhibit A - Location map). The site is in the CCA zone and contains two commercial
buildings.

Cabe Toyota is proposing to operate a leasing office at the subject site and is requesting
approval of a 1,089-square-foot double-faced illuminated freeway sign with electronic
message center, with an overall height of 80 feet (60 feet from freeway grade). The
proposed sign contains three separate display areas that include two cabinet signs and
one electronic full color message center (Exhibit B - Plans and photos). Itwould be located
along the southern property line just east of the existing building and adjacent to the 405
freeway. No alternative designs were presented to staff for review.

The proposed sign is consistent in both height and size with the two other existing auto-
related electronic message boards in the city (Cal Worthington and Circle Auto
Group/Coast Cadillac). However, the Planning Commission determined that the proposed
sign is not in keeping with the character of the neighborhood in which it is proposed, and
will negatively impact the community due to its size and height, and its proximity to
residential properties. The other auto-related freeway signs in Long Beach are located in
more intensely commercial areaswith no adjacent residential neighborhoods that could be
impacted. Therefore, staff recommends that the City Council uphold the decision of the
Planning Commission to deny the request for a Conditional Use Permit, based on the
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findings made as indicated in the attached documents (Exhibit C- Planning Commission
findings).

This letter was reviewed by Assistant City Attorney Michael Mais on May 17, 2010 and by
Budget Management Officer Victoria Bellon May 14, 2010.

TIMING CONSIDERATIONS

An appeal of a Planning Commission decision must be heard by the City Council within 60
days of submittal of the appeal application. However, the applicant waived this requirement
to hold additional meetings with community groups and consider alternative locations and
sign designs.

FISCAL IMPACT

There is no fiscal irnpactand no known jobs impact associated with the recommended
action.

SUGGESTED ACTION:

Approve recommendation.

!1s~e3tfuIlY ubmitted,

~~AL I. HARRISON
INTERIM DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

APPROVED:

RH:DB:JW

ICKH. WEST
CI Y MANAGER

P:\clbchdv\dv$\Planning\City Council Items (Pending)\Councii Letters\201 0-06-01\Cabe Toyota\Council Letter
0901-06 for 2010-06-01.doc

Attachments: Exhibit A - Location Map
Exhibit B - Plans and Exhibits
Exhibit C - Planning Commission Findings (Attachment online at Ibds.longbeach.gov)
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DISPLAY SPECIFICATIONS : DOUBLEFACE

•

	

ILLUMINATED SIGN CABINET PAINTED BLACK,

FACE SHALL BE 3M PANA-FLEX WITH VINYL

COPY APPLIED

• OPTEC FULL COLOR L .E .D . DISPLAY 176 X 352 MATRIX,

28MM PITCH, MODEL #2848 RGB CABINET PAINTED

BLACK

• ILLUMINATED SIGN CABINET PAINTED 2050 BLUE

FACE SHALL BE 3M PANA-FLEX WITH 2050 BLUE

OPAQUE BACKGROUND REVERSE CUT WHITE LETTERING

•
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PROPOSED PYLON ELEVATION(405
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LED sign light pollution calculation

For easy calculate the LED sign light pollution we use street

lamp illuminance formula calculate.

H

p

Ep - Ir~ COS3y- h
Ep is the illuminance at point P (Ix)

Ire is the LED sign luminance intensity at point P (cd)

his the LED sign center high (m)

1is the distance from LED sign (m)

Example distance = 100'.
Brightness 8,000 nits

h = 30'~ 9.15 m



1= 100' ~ 30.49 m

H = 16' 2" ~ 5 m

W = 32' 4" ~ 10 m

y = arc tg 1
~ 73.3°

h

90° - 73.3° =16.7°

According to follow chart at 16.7° directivity relative luminosity

=0.5

• Directivity

Ta.=25"C
IFP=20mA
- x-x 1-------,.4----2....-/
.......y-y

o E.::.-_-L __ --L-__

90" 60<:1 30" 00

R.1diation Angle

According to LED sign luminance is 8,000 nits and size is. 5m

high 10m width, we have total luminance intensity Itotal.

Itotal = 8,000 x 5 x 10 == 400,000 (cd)

Ire = Itotal x 0.5 = 400,000 x 0.5 = 200,000 (cd)



Ep = Ir~ COS3y
h

Ep = 200,000 + h2 X COS3y = 56.7 lx

Example distance = 500'.

Brightness 8,000 nits

h = 30'~9.15 m

I= 500' ~ 152.4 m

H = 16' 2" ~ 5 ill

W = 32' 4" ~ 10 m

Iy=arctg--
h

• Directivity
Relativel Luminosity: 0.96
O~ yU) r---'----,.----,-----'---,,,..,;...,..J

40" x-$-x
50" y

60"

90" 60" 30"
Radiatiun Angle

0"

Ire = Itotalx 0.96 = 400,000 x 0.96 = 384,000 (cd)



· Ire COS3
Ep = h2 Y

Ep = 384,000 -;-h2 x COS3y = 0;99 Ix

Example distance« 1,000'.

Brightness 8,000 nits

h = 30' ~ 9.15 m

1= 1000' ~ 304.9 m

H = 16' 2" ~ 5 m

W = 32' 4" ~ 10 m

'Y= are tg I ~ 88.3°
h

90° - 86.6° = 1.7°

III Directivity

60" 30"
Radiation Angle

I)" 05

Ire = Itotalx 0.99 = 400,000 x 0.99 = 396,000 (ed)



Ire
Ep = h2 COS3y

Ep = 396,000 -;-h2 x COS3y = 0.13 Ix



Results of the calculation at-100% brightness:

Distance 100' 500' 1,000'

Illuminance 56.7 lx 0.99 Ix 0.13 lx

Projected Results of the calculation at Actual brightness «50%):

Distance 100' 500' 1,000'

Illuminace 15.7 lx 0.12 lx 0.001 lx

0.01 lux Quarter moon

Illuminance Example

0.002 lux Moonless clear night sky with airglow[2]

0.2 lux Design minimum for emergency lighting (AS2293).

d.27 lux Full moon on a clear night[2.][2]

1lux Full moon overhead at tropicallatitudes[4]

3.4 lux Dark limit of civil twilight under a clear sky[i]

50 lux Family living roomlQ)

80 lux Hallway/toilet[1J

100 lux Very clark overcast c1ay[.2.]



Exhibit C

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FINDINGS
3377-3399 Long Beach Boulevard

Application No. 0901-06
September 17, 2009

Pursuant to Section 21.25.206 of the Long Beach Municipal Code, a Conditional Use
Permit can be granted only when positive findings are made consistent with the
following criteria set forth in the Zoning Ordinance. These findings and staff analysis are
presented for consideration, adoption and incorporation in to the record of proceedings:

A. THE APPROVAL IS CONSISTENT WITH AND CARRIES OUT THE GENERAL
PLAN, ANY APPLICABLE SPECIFIC· PLANS SUCH AS THE LOCAL
COASTAL PROGRAM AND ALL ZONING REGULATIONS OF THE
APPLICABLE DISTRICT;

The subject site is currently developed with a small neighborhood shopping
center and is located within General Plan Land Use District #8 (Major
Commercial Corridor). No specific plan applies to the site and the site is not
located in the coastal zone. The site is located within the Central Redevelopment
Project Area. Neither the site nor the proposed use is consistent with the CCA
zone (Community Automobile-Oriented District) that permits retail and services
uses for an entire community. The applicant is seeking a waiver of the minimum
required site of 5 acres or a minimum building size of 150,000 square feet to
allow an electronic message center sign. A Conditional Use Permit is consistent
when it carries out the intent of the land use district in which it is located, and
otherwise complies with the required findings of the Zoning Regulations. In this
case,the proposal does not meet the specified requirements.

B. THE PROPOSED USE WILL NOT BE DETRIMENTAL TO THE
SURROUNDING COMMUNITY INCLUDING PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY OR
GENERAL WELFARE, ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY OR QUALITY OF LIFE;
AND

The proposed freeway sign would negatively impact the quality of life for the
surrounding residential neighborhoods based on its proposed size and location.
The size and operation of the sign would further degrade the aesthetics of an
area already in need of redevelopment. Although the sign is freeway oriented, it
would be visible from the adjacent residential areas during both evening and
daytime hours. The negative aesthetic impacts that the proposed 1,089-square-
foot sign would have during daytime hours along with the potential negative light
pollution impacts that the sign would have at night would be detrimental to the
surrounding community ..
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C. THE APPROVAL IS IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE SPECIAL CONDITIONS
FOR SPECIFIC CONDITIONAL USES, AS LISTED IN CHAPTER 21.52.

In addition to the above general findings, the following specific conditions
pursuant to Zoning Code Section 21.52.201 apply to all electronic message
center signs requiring a Conditional Use Permit:

1. The proposed design of the electronic message center sign is complete
and consistent within itself and is compatible in design with the
architectural theme or character of the existing or proposed
development it will serve and the community in which it will be located.

The proposed design of the electronic message center sign is not compatible
in design with the architectural theme or character of the existing
development nor will it will serve or the community in which it will be located.
The sign is out of scale for the existing retail center in which it is proposed to
be located and will effectively result in the sign being the architectural focal
point for the center. Although the sign may increase business for the auto
dealership, any positive community benefits that may be provided by the sign
are severely diminished by the negative impacts of the sign.

2. The establishment of the proposed electronic message center sign will
not adversely affect the character, livability or quality of life of the
residential community it will be adjacent to or located in.

The proposed 1,089-square-foot sign with an overall height of 80 feet will
adversely affect the character, livability and quality of life of the adjacent
residential communities. The height and size of the sign will negatively affect
the overall character and aesthetics of the area that will negatively affect the
livability and quality of life for the adjacent residential areas. The sign is
designed for both day and night operations. During the day, the size of the
sign that is out of scale with the area would be visible and, in turn,
aesthetically detrimental to the surrounding residential properties. At night,
the light pollution that the sign will produce will have a negative impact on
those same residential properties.




