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RECOMMENDATION:

Recommendation to approve the Low Impact Development Ordinance Framework and forward to the Planning Commission.

Suggested Action: Approve recommendation
DISCUSSION

The City Council requested staff to explore developing a Low Impact Development (LID) policy as a method to reduce water pollution. LID refers to a set of best management practices designed to reduce runoff of water and pollutants from the site at which they are generated. By means of infiltration, evapotranspiration and reuse of rainwater, LID techniques manage water and water pollutants at the source and thereby prevent or reduce the impact of development on rivers, lakes, coastal waters and ground water.

A joint study session on the subject was held with the Sustainable City Commission and the Planning Commission on Thursday, August 19, 2010. Staff from the Office of Sustainability, the Development Services Department, the Public Works Department and a representative from Heal the Bay gave an overview of LID techniques and policy options. Staff is now presenting a LID ordinance framework to the Sustainable City Commission for additional input and transmittal to the Planning Commission.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

Long Beach is a coastal city that sits at the mouth of a watershed in one of the Southern California’s most densely developed subregions. This watershed, consisting of the Los Angeles and San Gabriel Rivers, receives an estimated 840,000 pounds of waste per year. Long Beach has limited influence over other jurisdictions upstream but implementing a mitigation strategy through low impact development performance standards can improve the water quality within the watershed and along the beaches.  Low impact development strategies provide multiple environmental benefits, including reduce trash being carried by stormwater runoff to our rivers, ocean and beaches as well as increase groundwater recharge and improve habitat for aquatic and terrestrial wildlife.  

SOCIAL IMPACT

Implementing low impact development strategies help reduce downstream flooding and property damage, can increase property value and increased water quality can enhance recreational uses of along Long Beach’s waterfront.  

ECONOMIC IMPACT

Implementing a low impact development strategy will cost money and a clear return on investment can be achieved.  However, installation of low impact development strategies can effectively manage a number of environmental regulatory requirements and can reduce stormwater management and maintenance costs. 

Respectfully submitted,
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LARRY RICH

SUSTAINABILITY COORDINATOR
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Attachments:
Exhibit A – Draft Low Impact Development Ordinance Framework
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In support of the City’s Sustainability efforts, this memo is double sided to save paper

