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Date: January 6, 2009

To: HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL

From: Councilwoman Gerrie Schipske, Fifth District(,7

AGENDA ITEM: Request City Attorney to Prepare a Resolution of
Support for Religious Freedom Day 2009

Subject:

DISCUSSION
National Religious Freedom Day commemorates the Virginia General Assembly's
adoption of Thomas Jefferson's landmark Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom on
January 16, 1786. This vital document became the basis for the separation of church
and state, and led to freedom of religion for all Americans as protected in the religion
clause in the U.S. Constitution's First Amendment.

Each year, the President declares January 16th to be Religious Freedom Day, and calls
upon Americans to "observe this day through appropriate events and activities in
homes, schools, and places of worship."

RECOMMENDATION
Request the City Attorney to prepare a resolution of support for Religious Freedom Day
2009.



Religious Freedom Day Proclamation

WHEREAS our nation's founders recognized the importance of religious freedom and
secured this liberty in the words of the First Amendment, declaring that "Congress shall
make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof;" and

WHEREAS the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, our country's first legal
safeguard for religious liberty, was adopted on January 16, 1786; and

WHEREAS on January 16 of each year since 1994 the President of the United States has
issued a Proclamation on the importance of religious liberty, which in 1994 recognized
"our government did not create this liberty, but it cannot be too vigilant in securing its
blessings;" and

WHEREAS the free exercise of religion has undergirded the social efforts of many
Americans, notably Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., whose birthday on January 15 we
commemorate each year; and

WHEREAS the United Nation's Universal Declaration of Human Rights (Article 18)
declares, "Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion"
including the right "to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and
observance;" and

WHEREAS religious freedom now faces challenges, persecution and coercion, violent
and non-violent, both at home and around the world; and

WHEREAS our country has embraced a tradition of religious liberty that has prevented
religious domination, conflict and persecution and nurtured an environment where
religion has flourished and where people have been left free to choose which faith they
shall follow or none at all;

NOW, THEREFORE the City Council of Long Beach, California, hereby declares
January 16,2009 to be "Religious Freedom Day" in our community.

We encourage city government, community groups, schools and places of worship to
reaffirm their devotion to the principles of religious freedom and educate and reflect on
the importance of religious liberty so it may continue secure as part of our nation's fabric.

We encourage citizens and government to be mindful of the principles of religious liberty
in their decisions, attitudes and actions.

On this day let us give thanks for this precious right that has so profoundly shaped and
sustained our Nation, and let us strengthen our efforts to share its blessings with
oppressed peoples everywhere.

Prepared by Donald P. Shoemaker, 2251 Knoxville Ave., Long Beach, CA 90815
Senior Pastor, Grace Community Church of Seal Beach
Residence: (562) 598-5298; Church: (562) 596-1605




