
Date: March 5, 2019 

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council 

From: Councilwoman Jeannine Pearce, District 2§ 
Councilwoman .Lena Gonzalez, District 1 LG 
Councilwoman Suzie Price, District 3 '?/°
Councilman Daryl Supernaw, District 4 � 
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Subject: Declare August 26,2019-August 20, 2020 The Long Beach Suffrage Centennial 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Receive and file a presentation from The Centennial Circle of Women on the 2020 Women's 
Vote Centennial Initiative commemorating the Suffrage Centennial. Direct the City Manager to 
create a fund that would support 100 events citywide to increase civic engagement and to raise 
awareness about the history of Women's Right to Vote. 

DISCUSSION 

The year 2020 marks the 100th anniversary of the passage of the 19th Amendment, 
guaranteeing and protecting women's constitutional right to vote. This historic centennial offers 
an unparalleled opportunity to commemorate a milestone of democracy and to explore its 
relevance to the issues of equal rights today. The Women's Vote Centennial Initiative is a 
national effort to bring celebration and reflection to the 72 years it took to achieve the 
constitutional right to vote. 

Locally on January 14, 2019, Long Beach women convened a working committee; The 

Centennial Circle of Women to educate, celebrate, facilitate conversation and voter education 
around women's roles in American Democracy through events such as musicals, movie 
showings, panels, tea parties. 

Women now represent more than 50% of the Long Beach population and continue to contribute 
to the diversity and fabric of our community. This is an opportunity to engage arts and cultural 
organizations to use the 2020 Women's Vote Centennial for creative program planning. It also 
allows to increase voter participation as voters re-connect with the fervent efforts of many past 
leaders. In creating this opportunity for voters of the future, it creates an appreciation of their 
right to vote. 

Many states and cities across the nation have allocated funding for the purpose of recognizing, 
educating, and celebrating this monumental time period with their local communities. The state 
of New York contributed by creating a centennial funding appropriation of $500,000 to help 
promote, celebrate and advertise. This, among other states such as Washington, Utah and 
Kentucky have done similar contributions. Other local efforts in Southern California are also in 
motion such as the County of Los Angeles Women and Girls Initiative who are in the process of 
creating a fund of $50,000 for these efforts. Long Beach, representing the second largest city in 
Los Angeles County would have the opportunity to partner with the County to hosting our own 
events. 



FISCAL IMPACT 

It is anticipated this request will have expenses for movie/film showings, panels, luncheons and 
other hosted events. 



City of Long Beach 
Working Together to Serve 

Date: February 22, 2019 

To: ftrick H. West, City Manager{jt/;., 

From: Kelly Colopy, Director of Health and Human Services 

For: Mayor and Members of the City Council 

Memorandum 

Subject: Human Relations <;om mission Letter of Recommendation to Declare August 
26, 2019 -August 26, 2020 the Long Beach Suffrage Centennial 

The Human Relations Commission (HRC), the City Council's principal advisory commission 
for promoting peace, tolerance, acceptance, and mutual respect, submits the attached 
recommendation to the Mayor and City Council to Declare August 26, 2019 -August 26, 2020 
the Long Beach Suffrage Centennial. The HRC also requests the City Council to commit 
funds by Council District and Citywide to support and promote the Centennial in Long Beach. 

For more information regarding this HRC recommendation, please contact Teresa Gomez, 
Human Dignity Program Coordinator, at (562) 570-6730. 

ATTACHMENT 

CC: CHARLES PARKIN, CITY ATTORNEY 
LAURA DOUD, CITY AUDITOR 
TOM MODICA, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 
KEVIN JACKSON, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
REBECCA GARNER, ADMINISTRATIVE DEPUTY TO THE CITY MANAGER 
DEPARTMENT HEADS 



CITY OF LONG BEACH 

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 

Amy Eriksen, Chair 
LaDawn Best, Commissioner 
Jennifer Chhean, Commissioner 
Gio Ferraro, Commissioner 
Otis Hogan, Commissioner 
Kimmy Maniquis, Commissioner 
Shefali Mistry, Commissioner 

February 19, 2019 

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
City of Long Beach 
333 W. Ocean Boulevard, 14th Floor 
Long Beach, CA 90802 

RE: 2020 Centennial of the 19th Amendment 

Rohida Khan, Vice Chair 
Elisa Buchanan, Commissioner 
Miles McNeeley, Commissioner 

Elaine Bernal, Commissioner 
Roman Seano, Commissioner 

Zoe Nicholson, Commissioner 

Honorable Mayor Garcia, Members of Long Beach City Council, and City Manager Pat 
West 

August 26, 2020 will be the Centennial of the 19th Amendment, establishing the vote for 
women. · Across the country, in all 50 states, in hundreds of cities and women's 
organizations, celebration plans have begun. From statues of women in Central Park to 
a float in the Pasadena Rose Parade, ideas large and small are under way. Lesson plans, 
library exhibits, award ceremonies, public art, plays, films; there is no limit to what 'women 
are cooking up. 

The City of Long Beach holds a special place in the buildup to women's suffrage; as 
reported in the Oakland Tribune, May 17, 1911: 

The Tenth Annual Federation of Women's Clubs was held at the Long 
Beach Ebell Clubhouse. Three hundred delegates, representing 
22,000 members, met to discuss the State Amendment granting 
women the vote. The Suffrage Resolution brought to the floor: "Be it 
resolved that the California Federation of Women's Clubs endorses the 
principle of equal suffrage." It was passed along with an appropriation 
of $10,000 for the entertainment at the next biennial convention of the 
national federation. 

On January 14, 2019, Long Beach women convened a working committee; The

Centennial Circle of Women. On February 5, the Circle asked for the endorsement of 
the Human Relations Commission. In turn, the Commission's approval included this 
invitation to the City of Long Beach and the Nine Districts to sign on with the Long Beach 
Centennial Suffrage City-Wide Celebration. 



2020 Centennial of the 19th Amendment 
February 19, 2019 
Page 2 

Commencing publicly on August 26, 2019 and concluding on the 100th Anniversary of the 
passage of the 19th Amendment, August 26, 2020, we are here to enlist your vote to 
spreading this City-wide and commit funding from your individual Council Districts as well 
as the City of Long Beach, in general. 

Committees include; art, history, communications, education and events. 

Plans: samples: Website, Concerts, Panels, Street Banners, Booklists, Library readings, 
Photo exhibits, Public art, Gallery shows, Women's awards, a Walking tour of Long 
Beach's suffrage sites, Women's film festival and Gala closing. 

We invite you to adopt The long Beach Suffrage Centennial: 

MISSION - to educate, inspire and spotlight the 100th Anniversary of the 19th Amendment 
City-wide. 

VISION - Throughout the Suffrage Centennial Celebration, and long after, it is our vision 
that Long Beach residents will come to know their vote is precious. While researching, 
sharing, educating and having fun, women and girls, will discover how the vote was 
earned, sustained, withheld, eschewed, denied and practiced. Using the many assets 
and talents of Long Beach, the 19th Amendment enfranchising women, will be 
documented, honored and memorialized in our diverse and dynamic city. In addition, the 
LB Suffrage Centennial will be joining with 50 states, hundreds of cities, and the national 
party for the 100th Birthday of the 19th Amendment. 

ACTIONS 

Declare August 26, 2019 - August 26, 2020 as The long Beach Suffrage Centennial 
and commit funds by Council District and Citywide. 

Respectfully, 

Amy Eriksen, Chair 
Human Relations Commission 



Date: 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

City of Long Beach Memorandum 
Working Together to Serve 

REQUEST TO ADD AGENDA ITEM 

March 1, 2019 

Monique De La Garza, City Clerk 

Councilwoman Jeannine Pearce, District 2 

Request to Add Agenda Item to Council Agenda of March 5, 2019 

Pursuant to Municipal Code Section 2.03.070 [B], the City Councilmembers signing 
below request that the attached agenda item (due in the City Clerk Department by 
Friday, 12:00 Noon) be placed on the City Council agenda under New Business via 
the supplemental agenda. 

The agenda title/recommendation for this item reads as follows: 

Receive and file a presentation from The Centennial Circle of Women on the 2020 
Women's Vote Centennial Initiative commemorating the Suffrage Centennial. Direct 
the City Manager to create a fund that would support 100 events citywide to 
increase civic engagement and to raise awareness about the history of Women's 
Right to Vote. 

Council 
District 

Authorizing 
Councilmember 


