
September 16, 2008

HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
City of Long Beach
California

RECOMMENDATION :

CITY OF LONG BEACH H-3
DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

333 West Ocean Blvd ., 4 0' Floor Long Beach, CA 90802 Phone : 570.6428 Fax: 570 .6205

Open the public hearing on the adoption of the Proposed Amendment to the North
Long Beach Redevelopment Plan and the Negative Declaration related thereto,
receive supporting documentation (Exhibits A-J), receive and/or hear testimony
related to the adoption of said amendment and Negative Declaration and
conclude the hearing . (Districts 1, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9)

DISCUSSION

The Redevelopment Agency (Agency) has proposed a Second Amendment to the North
Long Beach Redevelopment Plan (Proposed Amendment) to extend the Agency's authority
to acquire property through eminent domain in the North Long Beach Redevelopment
Project Area . The California Community Redevelopment Law (Health and Safety Code
Sections 33000 et . seq .) limits a redevelopment agency's authority to acquire property by
eminent domain to twelve years . A redevelopment agency may extend that authority for an
additional twelve years if a redevelopment plan amendment is adopted . The Agency's
authority to acquire property through eminent domain in the North Long Beach
Redevelopment Project Area expired in July 2008 .

The Proposed Amendment would extend the Agency's authority to use eminent domain for
another twelve years throughout the North Long Beach Redevelopment Project Area with
the exclusion of the majority of Sub-Area 5, which comprises the Port of Long Beach (Port) .
The Port has been excluded due its economic growth over the last twelve years thereby
making it difficult to demonstrate that blight remains in that area (a requirement of plan
amendment process) . Furthermore, it is highly unlikely that the Agency would ever
exercise its eminent domain authority within the Port given the Port's own authority related
to its tenants and building conditions .

In June 2008, California voters passed Proposition 99 . Proposition 99 prohibits public
agencies from acquiring single-family residences that have been occupied by the owner for
more than one year for the purpose of transferring that property to a private entity . It
should be noted that public agencies may still acquire single-family owner-occupied homes
with eminent domain to further public improvement projects .
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In the past twelve years, the Agency has made sparing use of eminent domain to eliminate
nuisance uses and to assemble adequate development sites . In many instances the fact
that the Agency possesses the power of eminent domain facilitated reaching agreement on
a voluntary purchase of the property. The Agency has never acquired an owner-occupied
home through an eminent domain action in the North Long Beach Redevelopment Project
Area .

The Agency approved the Proposed Amendment as well as the related Report to City
Council and negative declaration at a public hearing on September 15, 2008 . On July 17,
2008, the Planning Commission of the City of Long Beach (City) attested to the
amendment's compliance with the City's General Plan and recommended approval of the
Proposed Amendment . On July 24, 2008, the North Long Beach Redevelopment Project
Area Committee recommended approval of the Proposed Amendment .

During August 2008, Agency staff discussed the Proposed Amendment and met with the
following community groups : North Long Beach Community Action Group, Good
Neighbors of North Long Beach, and the Grant School Chapter, the Coolidge Triangle
Chapter, DeForest Park Chapter, and the Executive Committee of the North Long Beach
Neighborhood Association .

Documentation is being submitted in support of today's public hearing . Supporting
documentation includes the Report to City Council, Supplement to the Report to City
Council, Second Amendment to the North Long Beach Redevelopment Plan, Affidavits of
Publication and Certificates of Mailing . The public hearing will be closed but no action will
be taken because at least one written objection has been received from a property owner
as of the date of this letter . In such a case, California Community Redevelopment Law
requires a written response be prepared and that the City Council not take action until a
later Council date following the public hearing .

This letter was reviewed by Assistant City Attorney Heather A. Mahood on August 22,
2008, and by Budget Management Officer Victoria Bell on August 27, 2008 .

TIMING CONSIDERATIONS

City Council action, in the form of the public hearing, is requested on September 16, 2008,
in order to renew the Agency's authority to acquire property through eminent domain as
soon as possible .

FISCAL IMPACT

There is no fiscal impact associated with this recommendation .
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SUGGESTED ACTION:

Approve recommendation .

Respectfully submitted,

1

CRAIG BECK
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

CB:AJB:LAF :Iaf
R:\City Council Letters\2008 City Council Letters\CCPublicHearingNorth2ndAmdt v6 .doc

Attachments : Exhibit A - Report to City Council
Exhibit B - Supplement to the Report to City Council
Exhibit C - Negative Declaration
Exhibit D - Second Amendment to the North Long Beach

Redevelopment Plan
Exhibit E - Written Comments on the Second Amendment
Exhibit F - Affidavit of Publication
Exhibit G - Certificate of Mailing-Property Owners
Exhibit H - Certificate of Mailing-Residents and Business Owners
Exhibit I - Certificate of Mailing-Taxing Entities
Exhibit J - Certificate of Official Actions

APPROVED :
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TABLE 3
BUILDING CODE VIOLATIONS- PROJECT AREA AND CITY (2005-2007)
NORTH LONG BEACH REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT

Source: City of Long Beach, November 2007

Notes: Project Area encompasses 7,540 acres or 12 square miles of land excluding water in the Port of Long Beach . The
City of Long Beach totals 50 square miles including the Project Area . Excluding the Port bay area, the Project Area
totals approximately 19% of the City .

Prepared by : Keyser Marston Associates, Inc .
Filename : Code Violations ; TABLE ; 9/3/2008 ; kg ; bm

Project Area Balance of City
Project Area
% of Total

Category of Violations 2005 2006 2007 Total 2005 2006 2007 Total

Environmental Health 686 687 748 2,121 3,074 3,107 2,373 8,554 19.9%
Substandard Buildings 12 10 28 50 45 35 46 126 28.4%
Violation Notice 18 31 17 66 112 31 17 160 29.2%
Special Cases 177 142 269 588 215 304 238 757 43.7%
Property Maintenance 482 169 163 814 1,690 611 1,043 3,344 19 .6%
Administrative Citations 371 1,296 1,584 3,251 811 3,741 4,337 8,889 26 .8%
Zoning Enforcement 397 85 47 529 618 232 113 963 35 .5%

TOTAL 2,143 2,420 2,856 7,419 6,565 8,061 8,167 22,793 24.5%
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Buildings in which it is unsafe and unhealthy for persons to live or work .

Deterioration and dilapidation and lack of investment . (current definition of blight)
The Project Area suffers from a low level of investment in the repair and rehabilitation of
deteriorated and dilapidated buildings, as evidenced by the limited amount of new
construction and major rehabilitation that has occurred . Only 4% of properties have had
major rehabilitation or new construction (where the value of the new construction or
rehabilitation is 25% or more of the average value of the property by type citywide) . This
has occurred despite the fact that at the time of Plan adoption, a field survey by Katz
Hollis indicated that 16% of the buildings in the Project Area were in need of moderate to
extensive rehabilitation .

Serious code violations . (current definition of blight) Within the Project Area there
are a disproportionately large number of citations for serious code violations . Since
2005, 7,419 violations were reported in the North area within the seven categories of
serious code violations. This represents approximately 24% of the violations reported
citywide for these categories . The percentage of violations is proportionally higher in the
Project Area acreage . Excluding the water within the Port, the Project Area totals
approximately 19% of the City area but accounts for 24% of all serious code violations .

Conditions that prevent or substantially hinder the viable use or capacity of
buildings or lots .

Retail sales leakage and ability to accommodate uses within these categories of
leakage. (current definition of blight)

One of the issues in attracting businesses to the City is the availability of buildings and
more particularly sites large enough to accommodate the retailer's building and parking
requirements . An analysis of representative retail tenants within categories of sales
leakage shows that building and parcel sizes are not large enough to accommodate
larger retailers, so even if these uses could be attracted to the Project Area the existing
parcelization and buildings would not meet their needs . Within three of the seven SBE
retail reporting categories, the City of Long Beach experience significant retail sales
leakage. Apparel stores are losing nearly half of their potential sales, while General
Merchandise Stores and Home Furnishing appliances are losing 23% and 39%,
respectively. Prospective General Merchandise stores are limited to about 7% of the
existing parcels in the Project Area, while Home Furnishing & Appliances businesses are
limited to even less (4%) . The inadequate size of retail buildings within the Project Area
is also of concern. Of the 599 retail buildings analyzed, less than half (260) are large
enough for even the smallest prospective apparel retailer . Less than 5% (27 buildings)
of the building stock is large enough to satisfy the size requirements of General

Report to the City Council for the Proposed Second Keyser Marston Associates, Inc .
Amendment to the North Long Beach Redevelopment Plan Page 74
Redevelopment Agency of the City of Long Beach
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA

County of Los Angeles

I am a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of the county aforesaid ; I am over the age of
eighteen years, and not a party to or interested in
the above-entitled matter . I am the principal clerk of
the printer of the Long Beach Press-Telegram, a
p

	

paper of general circulation printed and
p, shed daily in the City of Long Beach, County of
Los Angeles, and which newspaper has been
adjudged a newspaper of general circulation by the
Superior Court of the County of Los Angeles, State
of California, on the date of March 21, 1934, Case
Number 370512. The notice, of which the annexed
is a true printed copy, has been published in each
regular and entire issue of said newspaper and not
in any supplement thereof on the following dates,
to wit .

A-u 1 g- z c

	

l. s
The Long Beach Press-Telegram, a newspaper of general circulation,
is delivered to and available in, but not limited to the following cities :
Long Beach, Lakewood, Bellflower, Cerritos, Downey, Norwalk,
Artesia, Paramount, Wilmington, Compton, South Gate, Los Alamitos,
Seal Beach, Cypress, La Palma, Lynwood, San Pedro, Hawaiian Gardens,
Huntington Park, La Mirada, Santa Fe Springs, Carson .
I declare under penalty of perjury that the
foregoing is true and correct .

Execute at Long Beach, LA Co . California

this	day o	 ~-

LONG BEACH
PRESS-TELEGRAM

300 Oceangate
Long Beach, CA 90844

signature

PROOF OF PUBLICATION
(2015 .5 C .C .P.)

Proof of Publication of

Paste Clipping of Notice
SECURELY in this space.

See Attachment
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE
REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY OF LONG BEACH ON THE

PROPOSED AMENDMENTTO THE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE NORTH
LONG BEACH REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Redevelopment Agency of the City of Long
Beach (the "Agency") will hold a public hearing on September 15, 2008, at 9 :00 a .m ., in
the City Council Chambers, located at City Hall, 333 West Ocean Avenue, Long Beach,
California, to consider and act upon the proposed amendment (the "Amendment") to the
Redevelopment Plan for the North Long Beach Redevelopment Project (the "Project")
and to consider all evidence and testimony for or against the approval and adoption of the
proposed Amendment . At any time not later than the hour set forth above for the hearing
of objections to the proposed . Amendment. any person may file in writing with the City
Clerk of the City of Long Beach a statement of . objections to - the proposed Amendment .
At the, day, hourand place of the heating,- any and all persons' having any objections to
the proposed Amendment, or the regularity of any of the prior proceedings, may appear
before the Agency and show cause why the Amendment should not be adopted . At the
hour set forth above for the hearing of objections, the Agency shall proceed to hear and
pass upon all written and oral objections to the proposed Amendment .

In addition, the Agency will, at the same time and place, consider the Negative Decla-
ration on the proposed Amendment and consider all evidence and testimony for or against
the approval of the Negative Declaration . At the day, hour and place of the hearing, any,
and all persons desiring to comment on, . or having objections to, the adequacy of the
Negative Declaration may appear before the Agency and be heard .

The purpose of the proposed Amendment is to extend the Agency's ability to exercise
eminent domain to acquire properties in the Project Area, excluding certain portions of
Sub-Area 5, for twelve (12) years from the daie df the adoption of the Amendment . In
addition, the Agency will not have any power to acquire by eminent domain any owner-
occupied residence, which has been the owner's principal place of residence for at least
one year, for the purpose of conveying it to'a private person . A legal description of the

,

boundaries of the Project Area is contained in Instrument Number 96 1152104 of the Of-
ficial Records of the County of Los Angeles .

Interested persons may inspect and upon the payment of the costs of reproduction, ob-
tain copies of the text of the proposed Amendment, the Report of the Agency to the City
Council concerning the proposed Amendment, the Negative Declaration and any other
information pertaining thereto, at the office of the Redevelopment Agency of the City of
Long Beach, 333 West Ocean Boulevard, Long Beach, California, and at the office of the
City Clerk, City Hall, 333 West Ocean Boulevard, Long Beach California . A copy of the
legal description is available free of charge at the same locations .

Dated : August 11, 2008

Craig Beck
Executive Director,
Long Beach Redevelopment Agency

IV, Au,Js.25S,, I S .2W8(4+)PT .(127658)
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LONG BEACH ON THE
PROPOSED AMENDMENTTO THE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE NORTH

LONG BEACH REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Long Beach
(the "City Council") will hold a public hearing on September 16, 2008, at 5 :00 p .m ., in
the City Council Chambers, located at City Hall, 333 West Ocean Boulevard, Long Beach,
California, to consider and act upon the proposed amendment (the "Amendment") to the
Redevelopment Plan for the North Long Beach Redevelopment Project (the "Project") and
to considerall evidence and testimony for or against the approval and adoption of the pro-
posed Amendment. At any time not later than the hour set forth above for the hearing of ob-
jections to the, proposed Amendment;-any person may file in writing with the City' Clerk of
the City of Long! Beach a statement of objections to the proposed Amendment . At the day .
hour and place of the hearing, .any and all persons having . any objections, to the proposed
Amendment, or the regularity of any of the prior proceedings, may appear before the City
Council and show cause why the Amendment should not be adopted . At the hour set forth
above for the hearing of objections, the City Council shall proceed to hear and pass upon all
written and oral objections to the proposed Amendment .

In addition, the City Council will, at the same time and place, consider the Nega-
tive Declaration on the proposed Amendment and consider all evidence and testimony for
or against the approval of the Negative Declaration . At the day, hour and place of hearing,
any and all persons desiring to comment on, or having objections to, the adequacy of the
Negative Declaration may appear before the City Council and be heard .

The purpose of the proposed Amendment is to extend the ability of the Redevelop-
ment Agency of the City of Long Beach to exercise eminent domain to acquire properties in
the Project Area, excluding certain portions of Sub-Area 5, for twelve (12) years from the
date of the adoption of the Amendment . In addition, the Agency will not have any power
to acquire by eminent domain any owner-occupied residence, which has been the owner's
principal place of residence .for at leastone year, for the purpose of conveying it too a private
person . A legal description of the boundaries of the Project Area is contained in Instrument
Number 96 1152104 of the Official Records of the County of Los Angeles .

Interested persons may inspect and upon the payment of the costs of reproduction,
obtain copies of the text of the proposed Amendment, the Report of the Agency to the City
Council concerning the proposed Amendment, the Negative Declaration and any other in-
formation pertaining thereto, at the office of the Redevelopment Agency of the City of Long
Beach, 333 West Ocean Boulevard, Long Beach, California, and at the office of the City
Clerk, City Hall, 333 West Ocean Boulevard, Long Beach California . A copy of the legal
description is available free of charge at the same locations .

Dated: August 11, 2008

Larry Hetrera
City Clerk,
City Of Long Beach

presstelegram .corr
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