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LONG BEACH

1 just wanted to send you a note, as I noticed that you've posted Tim

Grobaty's column in the Press Telegram about No Kill animal shelters on your Long Beach, Calif page, and I
wanted to reach out to you and let you know what Stayin' Alive Long Beach's position is on No Kill. Mr.
Grobaty didn't contact us for comment, and I'm afraid he and a couple of other of journalists have
misunderstood our position, most likely because there’s a lot of misinformation swirling around out there.
Stayin’ Alive Long Beach is an organization that aims to decrease the kill rate at the Long Beach animal
shelter. We do that by asking City Council to put a group of lifesaving programs in place that will decrease the
euthanasia rate at the shelter. .

Our position at Stayin’ Alive is that our city can save more animals at the Long Beach shelter by putting
programs in place - principally, a comprehensive adoption program, but also foster programs, volunteer
programs and other programs that increase lifesaving.

The reason for this is spcal A just isn't taking in enough animals, for whatever reason, to meet the need at ACS,
and we believe that ACS needs its very own comprehensive adoption program where they can advertise their
own animals that are so very much in need of support. There are other programs, too, like a foster program.
The kittens, especially, need foster support. Also, an animal help desk - to assist people that have issues with
pets that would normally prompt them fto turn them into the shelter. There is also a program that charges lower
fees to help low-income people get their animals out once they're at the shelter. All of these programs, and a
few more, have been saving animals’ lives in communities across the country. We know they can work here, too.
What Stayin' Alive is not asking for is a moratorium on euthanasia. We're not asking for ACS to stop
euthanizing animals. What we believe is this: if ACS puts these programs in place, the euthanasia rate will
decrease dramatically. We've seen this in Sacramento, where they've made amazing increases in their save
rates by adding this specific set of lifesaving programs.

We're also most definitely not asking ACS to hold animals in cages for a longer time than is humane. The idea
is that the programs that are put in place will actually shorten the animals' length of stay and help move
animals out the door faster.

And we're not asking ACS to limit the number of animals it takes in. We believe that ACS needs to maintain its
status as a shelter that accepts every animal the community brings in. While some shelters are indeed limited
admission, like our neighboring Seal Beach shelter, not every shelter that reaches for a 90% save rate limits
admissions, and it's these humane programs that have made all the difference.

A few of the articles out there say that Stayin' Alive wants the three things mentioned above, and although there
may be some shelters out there that call themselves “No Kill” that use those practices, that is not at all our
stance.

What we are asking for is a comprehensive adoption program, a foster program and these other programs I
have mentioned above. They really are common-sense, responsible programs that have worked in many other
cities, like Sacramento. 1'd be very happy to talk over these programs with you sometime, if you're interested.
We just wanted to put that out there with the thought that it might clarify things a bit.

Thanks for all you do for the animals.

Best,

Patricia Turner, Ph.D.

Co-founder and spokesperson

Stayin' Alive Long Beach
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Darlene Caporale, Jone Mattson, April Smith Devane and 84 others like this.
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Like - Beply - 27 - March 26 at 9:23pm

Holly Da Dogmother yes

Like - Mareh 28 ar 12:02pm

April Smith Devane Long Beach...we are a city full of animal lovers and I know we can do better for the
animals in our shelter. The lifesaving programs that make up the No Kill Equation are within our reach,
but we must tell our elected officials that we want LBACS to adopt these programs. Once these
programs are in place, we need to step up and do our part to help facilitate these changes...Volunteer,
Foster, Donate, Adopt!

Like - Reply - 13 - March 26 ai 10:47pm

Like - Reply - 12 - March 26 at 11:00pm

Kristie Mamelli I also join those who wish Long Beach would make changes to our sheltering system by
implementing the various programs from the No Kill Equatioin system. Please take the time to

Like - Reply - 12 - March 26 at 10.47pm - Edited

Aurelie Vanderhoek how can a city that declares itself an animal friendly city not support any initiatives
to improve the shelter policies ? being a new member of the rescue community myself; I just find it all

Like - Reply - 9 - March 27 at 7:05am

Tammy Smith Warnock I'would love to see LB become a no kill shelter! Those fur babies deserve a
chance at a forever, loving home.

Like - Reply - 9 - March 26 at 10:36pm

the euthanasia rate. We have hard working employees and volunteers and I believe we can all work
together to save more lives.

Like - Reply - 8 - March 27 at 5:22pm




will happen overnight. I just wish that those in power will view these recommendations as
necessary and very doable! Thanks, Pairicia Turner for spear-heading this movement and for
presenting a brilliant and concise explanation here! You have my complete support on this!

Like - Reply - & - March 27 at 12:43am

Imagine a city that wholeheartedly supports this effort, and recruited its citizens to support the
programs Joanne lists below. Imagine the City of Long Beach as a leader in this movement. It CAN be
done.

Like - Replv - 7 - March 27 at 9:56am

Like - Reply - 7 - March 27 at 4:02am

Becky Davis Robert Garcia, thank you so much for taking the time to speak out for our city's homeless
pets! It is so inspiring to see all the support on these comments, proving what we already know.: LBC

Like - Replv - 6 - March 27 ot 12:52pm

at out shelter. There is really no excuse for the record of executions that are going on now

Like « Replv - 6 - March 27 af 6:40am

Kathy Draper Long Beach is full of caring people who simply need to know how to help. Putting in
place the above mentioned programs (I am thinking specifically of the animal help desk at the moment)
would give them a resource. Foster and adoption programs, willing volunteers, and a commitment to
saving these wonderful lives can create a true No Kill Shelter in Long Beach.

Like - Reply - 5 - March 27 at 12:09pm




equation. I guarantee other communities will follow & it will be a win-win for everyone, including the
animals!

Like - Reply - 5 - March 27 ai 9:14am

14 days if an animal is deemed unadoptable by LBASPCA

Like - Reply - 5 - March 26 at 11:58pm

Kristie Mamelli Huge thank you to Patricia and Stayin' Alive Long Beach. We can look forward to
converting all the people who are struggling along with their groups of volunteers by working with the

Like - Replv - 4 - March 27 ai 11:46pm - Edited

Irma Estela Gutierrez I support no killing L B. Let s save our animales.please.

Like - Replv - 4 - March 27 af 6:06pm

Candace Lawrence Long Beach has spoken! 89% of those who voted on SALB's Facebook page are
100% in favor of shelter reform. Stayin Alive doesn't claim to be "no kill", although it recognizes some
strategies in the "no-kill equation,” but it clearly recognizes that a new attitude towards the rampant
killing in our shelters can and must be implemented. I'll be even prouder of LB when this happens.

Like - Reply - 7 - March 27 at 3:29%am

job of our city in various capacities. I have worked with many of you for over 15+ years. This group of
people is truly amazing as they give so much of their time a...See¢ More

Like - Beply - 2+ March 29 ar 12:10am - Edited

Doug Stone The population of strays, ferals, surrendered pets, etc. may seem like an animal problem.
But at its source it's a human problem. We have domesticated cats and dogs and made them reliant upon

Like - Reply - 2 - March 28 ai 10:40pm - idited

Darlene Caporale I have lived in Long Beach for many years. I have volunteered at the Seal Beach
Animal Care Center and have fed a feral colony for 9 years. I also have been crossposting with various

Like - Reply - 2 - March 25 at 8:51pm - Edited




Candice Marie Wright I support no kill shelters! Too many wonderful adoptable animals are dying
when there's a better way out there! We are their voice and we can make a difference in their lives

Like - Reply - 2 - March 28 ar 1:46pm

Becky Davis Candace, ditto what you said about older pets. Seniors are the best! They become such a
big part of your heart

Like - Reply - 2 - March 27 at 10:50pm

Mililani Phillips I support also and would love to see this grow into Harbor city also!

Like - Reply - 2 - March 27 at 9:55am

Leslie Abrahams Gosling Thank you Long Beach Animal Care Services for all the hard work you do
every day trying to save lives of our city's shelter animals. We all agree that we need to save as many

Like - Replv - 15 - March 26 gt 11:33pm

Julia Gutierrez It's time for change and move forward for animals. Why are still stuck on the old fashion
ways? Imagine how amazing it would be if Long a each becomes one of the first???

Like - Reply - 12 - March 26 ot 11:15pm

toward saving animals' lives. They are so precious! Thank you.

Like » Reply - 11 - March 26 at 11:01pm

Jennifer Leigh State Thank you Stayin Alive for your efforts! Long Beach needs this!

Like - Reply + 10 - March 27 at 8:27am

Candace Lawrence So join us!

Lile - [ - March 27 at 8:26pm




Genevieve Van de Merghel It is being done all around the country in cities like LB. There are logical
steps and programs that can be implemented. Decades of catch and kill have not reduced intake or
shelter euthanasia. It's time to look at all the great, proven ideas other communities are using to save
lives AND reduce cost.

Martin St John The No Kill Equation outlines 11 steps that will save the lives of countless animals. Who
can argue with or even fight such steps as:

1. Trap-Neuter-Release of feral/free-roaming community cats -- the only scientifically supported method
for actually ...See More

Like - Reply - 9 - March 27 at 11:59%m

Holly Da Dogmother yes!

Like - March 28 gt 12:02pm

working programs to get these animals adopted!

Like - Reply - 9 - March 26 gt 10:39pm

Laura Retro Bruizin Bartlett over 10 years later from when I volunteered at the old Long Beach shelter
and nothing has changed. The powers that be like to think their way is the only way and it has led to a
euthanasia rate that shouldn't be acceptable. Wake up Long Beach, get with...5ee More

Like - Reply - 8 - March 27 at 3:01pm

Candace Laowrence You sure have their number!

Like - 1 - March 27 gt 8:33pm

Alison Kermode I hope Long Beach leads the way to shelter reform. I would love to see money go into
prevention (spay and neuter) programs. There are many other options than resorting to ending an
animal's life.

Like - Reply - 8 - March 27 at 8:26am

maybe I could volunteer ?

Like - Reply - 8 - March 27 at 7:36am

Candace Lawrence Sheryl Harvey, please stay on top of our website Stayin Alive Long Beach.
Volunteers will the absolute basis of our successl

Like - 2 - March 27 at 8:32pm

Jodie Dominguez I Would love for long beach city to move toward saving lives. Please.




Like - Reply - 8 - March 26 at 11:00pm

Sari Marianne Mckilaine I would like to see our city move toward saving lives!

Like - Reply - 8 - March 26 ai 10:53pm

shelters. We would love to help you in any way we can. www. facebook com/mutishack

Mutishack Pet Adoptions Petco Burbank & Glendale

Pet Service: 771 like this

Like - Reply - 7 - Muarch 27 at 12:01pm

Candace Lawrence So let's ralk!

Like - March 27 at 8:27pm

Stavin' Alive Long Beach Sabrina Guyll and DeLia Cummings -- You are absolutely right. It's not only
[ree and low-cost spay/neuter that is part of the plan -- it's *high volume* free and low-cost spay/neuter.
It's one of 11 essential programs to help get our shelter animals out of the shelter alive.

Like - Reply - 7 - March 27 ar 11:00am

rescue group. This baby is far from ready to die.

Like - Reply « 7 - March 27 at 10:12am

Candace Lawrence I've rescued several seniors and you know what? They're the ones I miss the
most. Thank you Liz Gonzalez.

Like - 4 - March 27 at 8:30pm

Chase Revnolds Let's save lives Long Beach, my pets are family too!

Like - Reply - 7 - March 27 at Y:56am




shelters across the nation. Clearly the time has come for change and Long Beach with its outstanding
army of advocates for homeless animals is well poised to take this lead.

Like - Reply - 7 March 27 1 7:33am

No-Kill New Braunfels The programs of the No-Kill Equation work! We are trying to implement them in
our community, too. Good luck, and never give up!

Like - Beply - 7 - March 27 ai 7.07am

Candace Lawrence Good luck to Braunfeis too!

Like - 2 - March 27 at 8:28pm

Shannon Michelle Ilook forward to Long Beach, supporting the Communities plee to help save the lives
of homeless animals. Thank you!

Like - Replv - 7 - March 26 at 11:080m

Elissa Fineman How is it that a non profilt group -Long Beach Spay and Neuter- operates only with
volunteers and donations, yet adopts our more animals than the animal shelter that has a few million
dollar budget. Something is wrong here. Let the people advocating for a kill shelter be the ones that go
in and choose which innocent, life loving, happy (or can be happy )die that day, but not with my tax
dollars.

Like - Reply - 6 - March 27 at 3:25pm

Write g comment...
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March 26 ot 8:41pm -

1 just wanted to send you a note, as I noticed that you've posted Tim Grobaty's column in the Press Telegram
about No Kill animal shelters on your Long Beach, Calif- page, and I wanted to reach out to you and let you
know what Stayin' Alive Long Beach's position is on No Kill. Mr. Grobaty didn't contact us for comment, and
I'm afraid he and a couple of other of journalists have misunderstood our position, most likely because there's a
lot of misinformation swirling around out there.

Stayin’ Alive Long Beach is an organization that aims to decrease the kill rate at the Long Beach animal
shelter. We do that by asking City Council to put a group of lifesaving programs in place that will decrease the
euthanasia rate at the shelter.

Our position at Stayin’ Alive is that our city can save more animals at the Long Beach shelter by putting
programs in place - principally, a comprehensive adoption program, but also foster programs, volunteer
programs and other programs that increase lifesaving.

The reason for this is spcal A just isn't taking in enough animals, for whatever reason, to meet the need at ACS,
and we believe that ACS needs its very own comprehensive adoption program where they can advertise their
own animals that are so very much in need of support. There are other programs, too, like a foster program.
The kittens, especially, need foster support. Also, an animal help desk - to assist people that have issues with
pets that would normally prompt them to turn them into the shelter. There is also a program that charges lower
fees to help low-income people get their animals out once they're at the shelter. All of these programs, and a
Jfew more, have been saving animals’ lives in communities across the country. We know they can work here, too.
What Stayin' Alive is not asking for is a moratorium on euthanasia. We're not asking for ACS to stop
euthanizing animals. What we believe is this: if ACS puts these programs in place, the euthanasia rate will
decrease dramatically. We've seen this in Sacramento, where they've made amazing increases in their save
rates by adding this specific set of lifesaving programs.

We're also most definitely not asking ACS to hold animals in cages for a longer time than is humane. The idea
is that the programs that are put in place will actually shorten the animals' length of stay and help move
animals out the door faster.

And we're not asking ACS to limit the number of animals it takes in. We believe that ACS needs to maintain its
status as a shelter that accepts every animal the community brings in. While some shelters are indeed limited
admission, like our neighboring Seal Beach shelter, not every shelter that reaches for a 90% save rate limits
admissions, and it's these humane programs that have made all the difference.

A few of the articles out there say that Stayin' Alive wants the three things mentioned above, and although there
may be some shelters out there that call themselves “No Kill” that use those practices, that is not at all our
stance.

What we are asking for is a comprehensive adoption program, a foster program and these other programs [
have mentioned above. They really are common-sense, responsible programs that have worked in many other
cities, like Sacramento. 1'd be very happy to talk over these programs with you sometime, if you're interested.
We just wanted to put that out there with the thought that it might clarify things a bit.

Thanks for all you do for the animals.

Best,

Patricia Turner, Ph.D.

Co-founder and spokesperson

Stayin' Alive Long Beach

Top ConvmentsJane Matison, April Smith Devane, Miliiani Phillins and 32 others like this.
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Like - Reply - 17 - March 27 at 1:54am - Edited

Aurelie Vanderhoek how can a city that declares itself an animal friendly city not support any initiatives
to improve the shelter policies ? being a new member of the rescue community myself, I just find it all

not having the chance to make me and their forever families as happy as they have made them.

Like - Reply - 9« March 26 at 11:08pm

Tammy Smith Warnock LB should become no kill. So many things could be done that aren't being done
currently. Let's give those fur babies a chance at adoption into a loving forever home.

Like - Reply - 9 - March 26 at 10:38pm

Karen Miller Coleman I'would love to see Long Beach implement the policies they say are "in place”. It
would also be beneficial for ACS to be open during the hours that the public/possible adopters can go to
the shelter and view the adoptable pets. The killing of innocent animals needs to stop!

Like - Reply - 8 - March 27 at 6:38am

intake. IF these programs are in place and we still kill >50%, the programs aren't being implanted
effectively or consistently. We need to move forward, not remain in the past bc that's how it's always
been done. It is time for change and improving our shelter for all involved.

Like - Reply - 8 - March 26 i 11:12pm

Cause: 2,217 like this




Like - Reply - 6 - March 27 at 9:39%um

Like - Reply - 6 - March 27 at 5:04am

Mililani Phillips would love to see this spread and stop killing in shelters!

Like - Replv - 5 - March 27 at 9:55am

happen overnight. I just wish that those in power will view these recommendations as necessary and
very doable! Thanks, Patricia Turner for spear-heading this movement and for presenting a brilliant
and concise explanation here! You have my complete support on this!

Like - Reply - 5 March 27 q1 9:38am

change. Your citizens all want to see change. Shelter Animals can be saved. It isn't easy, but the tough
work pays off, you will have a community that will be able ...See More

Like - Reply - 5 - March 27 at 8:05am

Karen Miller Coleman Ellen Odell, the policies may be "in place” but are not being implemented to
maximize the adoption rate. It does little good to be on paper but not a reality.

Like - Reply - 5 - Morch 27 at 6:48am

Kym Cloughesy I'would also like to remind the public that the Seal Beach Animal Care Center is not a
municipal shelter, but is actually a non profit rescue organization. The City of Seal Beach contracts
services from the City of Long Beach. To compare the LB municipal shelter with the non profit SBACC
is like comparing apples and lettuce.

Like - Replv - 5 - March 26 ai 10:28pm

Leslie Abrahams Gosling Thank you Long Beach Animal Care Services for all the hard work you do
every day trying to save lives of our city's shelter animals. We all agree that we need to save as many
lives as possible and even one animal'’s life is important. Because of that my...See More

Like - Reply - 2+ March 27 at 4:32pm

Candace Lawrence A well-thought-out plan. I am very proud of Long Beach for attempting this, which
has meant standing up to the explicable arguments of other supposed "animal groups.”

Like - Reply - 5+ March 26 ar 11:02pm




oracithak Al A A

more homeless pets' lives in our city. It is unfortunate that some seem to confuse advocating for life-
saving programs with somehow bashing the shelter and/or sh...See More

Like « Reply - 2 - March 27 ar 5:53pm

posting, re-posting, sharing, e-mailing and calling your council members This is an effort we can be
proud of, but we must keep it front and center. Your voices matter, and you are speaking up for those
who can't speak up for themselves. Thanks to all who have helped SALB grow!

Like - Reply - 19 howrs ago

Doug Stone The population of strays, ferals, surrendered pets, etc. may seem like an animal problem.
But at its source it's a human problem. We have domesticated cats and dogs and made them reliant upon

Like - Reply - March 28 at 9:35pm

Sari Marianne Mdkilaine I would love to see our city move toward saving lives!

Like » Reply - 8 - March 26 ai 11:26pm

shelters across the nation. Clearly the time has come for change and Long Beach with its outstanding
army of advocates for homeless animals is well poised to take this lead.

Like - Reply - 7 - March 27 at 7:37am

Genevieve Van de Merghel LB's euthanasia rates are terrible, but the good news is that programs and
ideas exist that cities similar to LB are using successfully right now to reduce euthanasia and save

Like - Reply - 7 - March 27 at 7:17am

No-Kill New Braunfels The programs of the No-Kill Equation save lives! We are trying to implement
them in our community in New Braunfels TX, too. It WILL happen...never give up

Like - Reply - 7 - March 27 at 7:0%am

Like - Reply - 7 - March 26 a1 10:21pm




Alison Kermode I hope Long Beach becomes a leader in Shelter Reform. I would love to see money go
toward prevention programs (spay and neuter). There are many other options....

Like - Replv - 5 March 27 qr 8:31am

Llissa Fineman Patricia knows what she is talking about. Staying alive Long Beach people love
animals. People who advocate for no kill don't want to see animals locked in cages for years and years

Like - Reply - 3 - March 27 at 3:36pm

Long Beach Spav & Neuter Foundation I am so proud of the LB community. It's terrific to see that so
many people support our city shelter implementing life saving programs. This is what I love most about

ALL of the programs mentioned ARE ALREADY IN PLACE!! I don't know why this group keeps saying
that they need to do these things that the shelter has already doing for some time. My guess is it has

something to do with $$8$$.

Like - Reply - 1 - March 26 gt 10:59%m

Candace Lawrence Ellen Odell, these programs may be "in place” at Long Beach Animal Care
Services (which I doubt), but if they are, they are peculiarly ineffective, otherwise ACS wouldn't
have a 50% kill rate for dogs, 72% kill rate for kittens. TNR alone would alleviate huge numbers
of kitten births and therefore deaths. And that's only one of the many programs Stayin Alive
proposes.

Like - 5« March 27 ar 3:48am

Candace Lawrence ooops I meant "72% kill rate for cats.” I'd blame autocorrect, but it's late
and it was probably me.

Like - ] - March 27 ar 3:53am

Candac!! Anyone who wants to learn the TRUTH is welcome to attend a PAWS meeting at the
shelter. What SA is saying actually amounts fo libel... and I hope the shelter eventually charges
them with that.

Like - March 27 at 8:19%am

Heather Ann Murri I agree with Candace! We are not calling you a liar. We are just saying that
even if Long Beach Animal Care Center has these programs in place they need to be implanted




effectively or consistently so there is a less kill rate. We need to ALL work together and not be
against each other. We are all working towards the same outcome to save animal.

Like - 2 - March 27 at 1:04pm

them? Hold fund raisers for them? Have any of you ever even BEEN to the Long Beach shelter? Talked
to any of the employees or volunteers? IF YOU CAN'T PUT UP - YOU NEED TO SHUT UP!!!

Like - Reply - March 27 ai 2:28pm

Kristie Mamelli Stavin' Alive Long Beach is a group of people who volunteer with rescues and
adoptions, foster, work with Spay/Neuter programs and overall give time to Stayin' Alive Long
Beach, because something needs to change the fact that healthy animals are still being
euthanized in this day and age. Stayin' Alive Long Beach are all volunteers from the Long Beach
community.

Like - 4 - March 27 at 3:47pm

and then I would like to say platitudes! Yay!

Like - Reply - March 27 a1 12:13am

Candace Lawrence Huh?

Like - March 27 at 3:48am

Heather Ann Murri We desperately need to implement life savings programs!!! I support No-Kill
Long Beach I foster now and love it!!

Like -4 - March 27 at 12:57pm

Flor Wright Everyone loves platitudes!

Like - March 27 at 1:05pm

Candace Lawrence Flor Wright What on earth are you talking about? Who love platitudes? I
think you've wandered onto the wrong site.

Like - March 27 at 8:24pm




