
Subject: Permit Opposition Attachment # 1

Councilmember O'Donnell

I am writing to express my concern and opposition to a requested permit to open and operate a
check cashing business at 2201 Lakewood Blvd, in Council District 5. I am a homeowner living
on Ximeno Avenue in your district and approximately one block from the proposed business
location.

Check cashing businesses are very important to people that do not have some type of transaction
bank account. However, this does not describe the residents of the neighborhood surrounding this
section of Lakewood Blvd. , which is predominately occupant owned single-family residences
with some rental single-family residences. This leads me to believe that if this permit is granted
the customer base wil be from outside the neighborhood. If this permit is granted, I feel certain
that the business wil have a detrimental effect on the local neighborhood and I urge you to do
whatever is in your power to oppose this permit application.

Sincerely,

Carol J effcoate

2214 Ximeno Ave

Long Beach, CA 90815



lani Merlina

C:lmerlina verizon.net
To: Steven- Valdez(?LongBeach.gov
cc: Alex Merlina -:ALEX MERLlNA(?denso-diam. com::

Subject: My statement for the Denial of Payday Advance Service

01/23/200601 :23 PM

To Steven Valdez,
I would like to state my opinion regarding the proposed permit for
request to open and operate a deferred deposit service business
(otherwise known as Payday Advance Service). The project location is
2201 Lakewood Blvd, and is located around the corner from my home.

I am a resident of the Artcraft manor neighborhood and I do not want
the proposed deferred deposit service business as a part of my
neighborhood. My reasons for my concern and support of the denial are
below.

. It would lower property value. I' m in support of businesses and
ci ty proj ects that improve the look and safety of my neighborhood.
The proposed Payday Advance Service business would do neither. Most
often I see these businesses in "bad" - higher crime neighborhoods.
. I don I t want people in my neighborhood that can t control their
finances. In my opinion, using a Payday Advance Service is an
unintelligent use of your finances and lack of control of them.
. I have a small child and I want to do everything possible to create
a safe neighborhood for him to grow up in.

You had mentioned over the phone that you believed a
the proposed permit for the deferred deposit service
2201 Lakewood Blvd had been started. If you have any
about how I can add my name please advise.

petition against
business for
information

Thanks for your time,
Lani Merlina

M eriinaLogoS ignature. jpg
Lani Merlina
lmerlina0verizon. net
562. 500. 4214



AGENDA NO.

CITY OF LONG BEACH

CASE NO. 0510-12 C. 05-192

A-AJi
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & BUILDING

333 West Ocean Boulevard , 7th Floor Long Beach , CA 90802 (562) 570-6194 FAX (562) 570-6068

ZONING DIVISION

March 16 , 2006
Attachment #2

CHAIRMAN AND PLANNING COMMISSIONERS
City of Long Beach
California

SUBJECT: Request for a Conditional Use Permit for check cashing/money transfer
store in a neighborhood shopping center. (Council District 6)

LOCA TION: 2201 Lakewood Blvd.

APPLICANT: Permit Place
c/o Mike Robinson
10900 East 183 Street
Los Angeles , CA

pMJ Lr;N D8JKLf\

Deny Conditional Use Permit.

BACKGROUND

_.__.._- -------

This Conditional Use Permit request was continued from at the February 2 , 2006 Planning
Commission meeting. At that meeting, the Planning Commission expressed concerns that the
use was mischaracterized as a "check cashing " and that staff should investigate the manner in
which payday advance can be differentiated from "check cashing " businesses. The PlannL1g
Commission also directed staff to draft conditions of approval , define payday advance services
and check cashing services , as well as analyze crime data in other jurisdictions with payday
advance services (specifically Check Into Cash). Due to community interest in the request , Staff
also sought to hold a neighborhood meeting on the application.

Check cashing is defined , according to section 21. 15.475 of the Long Beach Municipal Code , as
a commercial land use that generally includes some or all of a variety of financial services
including cashing of checks , warrants , drafts , money orders , or other commercial paper serving
the same purpose; deferred deposit of personal checks whereby the check casher refrains from
depositing a personal check written by a customer until a specific date; money transfers; payday
advances; issuance of money orders; distribution 01 governmental checks and food stamps;
payment of utility bills; issuance of bus passes and tokens; sale of phone cards; and similar
uses. "Check cashing " does not include a state or federally chartered bank , savings association
credit union , or industrial loan company. "Check cashing " also does not include a retail seller
engaged primarily in the business of selling consumer goods, including consumables , to retail
buyers that cashes checks or issues money orders for a minimum flat fee not exceeding two
dollars ($2. 00) as a service to its customer that is incidental to its main purpose or business.



Chairman and Planning Commissioners
Case No. 0510-

February 2 , 2006
Page 2

This definition of check cashing is taken directly from Section 1789. 35 of the California Civil
Code. Based on this definition staff feels that it is not appropriate to differentiate payday
advance services and check cashing services since both services provide cash over the counter
in exchange for a personal check for deposit either immediately or at a later date. The deposit
time , required information and operational policy are the only differences between the two
services.

Check Cashing and Payday Advance Services:

Check cashing and payday advance services are both regulated by the State of California under
Civil Code 1789. 35 (see Attachment 4) and defined as follows:

(1) Check cashing businesses cash payroll , government , persona1 , and other types of checks
among other related services , while taking a commission off the face-value of the check.

(2) Pay day lender businesses (also known as deferred deposit transaction businesses and.
advanced pay day lenders) provide small cash loans based on a borrower s personal check held
for future deposit or on electronic access to a borrowers bank account. Generally the borrower
must include the fee for the loan in the face value of the personal check.

Pgyay Advance (Deferred Deposit Advance

Payday advance loans are small , short--term , single-payment loans given as cash over the
counter. In exchange , the lender receives a personal check , dated for the borrower s next
payday, for the amount of the loan and finance charge. The borrower may redeem his or her
check by paying off the loan by the agreed-upon day, or the lender may deposit the forw8rd-
dated check for collection after the loan maturity date. Paydriy advance customers are generally
required to provide one form of identification , a current pay stub , and a bank account. The
following regulations apply to all deferred deposit businesses in the California:

1. A check casher may defer the deposit of a personal check written by a customer for up to
30 days.

2. The face amount of the check shall not exceed three hundred dollars ($300).
3. Each deferred deposit shall be made pursuant to a written agreement that has been

signed by the customer and by the check casher or an authorized representative of the
check casher. The written agreement shall contain a statement of the total amount 
any fees charged for the deferred deposit , expressed both in United States currency and
as an annual percentage rate (APR).

4. The written agreement shall authorize the check casher to defer deposit of the personal
check until a specific date not later than 30 days from the date the written agreement was
signed and executed.

5. The written agreement shall not permit the check casher to accept collateral.

Che ?sQ.LQg:

Check cashing business are defined as businesses that cash checks , warrants , drafts , money
orders , or other commercial paper serving the same purpose. Some check cashing businesses
also offer wil e trarisfers and money orders. Patrons are required to provide at least one form of
ID (Military ID , Drivers License , Alien 10 , Passport) in order to cash a check. There is no dollar
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limit to cash a check for immediate deposit. Payment for a check can be given to a customer in
cash or on a prepaid Visa Check card.

The fees charged for check cashing are limited to the following, based on Section 1789. 35 of the
Civil Code: 1) "A check casher shall not charge more than 3% for cashing a check with
identification or 3.5 % without identification. 2) The fees to set up an initial account may not
exceed 10 dollars. For immediate deposit checks the fee shall not exceed 12% of the face value
of the check or 15% of the value of the check for deferred deposit.

The fees of the top payday advance and check cashing services are shown below at maximum
state regulations:

Company Fees for

$255 $30
$45 460.

$7. 65 (3% of N/A
the check)

R for a

------

08%

Total Bounced
Check Fee
$15.Payday Check Into

Advance Cash

.-- - -.._--

Check Nix Check

asJ Cashing

$300.

$262.

------

$15.

---------.-

_n___-

----- ---

Of the thirty-three (33) existing check-cashing facilities licensed by our Business License Bureau
the majority is comprised of small liquor stores or local markets. Nineteen (19) provide payday
advance services along with check cashing and other ancillary services. Eleven (11) facilities
only provide check cashing and three (3) provide payday advance services.

19J)Rl1 9-h.P2Jj J.E2R.?'XJrD I!tB. Qo rt

?;"

The Long Beach Police Department gathered crime reports from the three (3) payday advance
locations citywide , as a means to determine a prevalent difference between payday advance
services and check cashing. This survey (Attachment B) provided all incidents of crime for the
last ten years for payday advance services. From that survey, incidents of burglary and robbery,
which are common to check cashing businesses , were found at two locations ill the city. In
addition to city data provided , analysis of check cashing in other cities was gathered to
determine if Check Into Cash had occurrences of crime at their respective markets. As shown
on the attached memo , there were two incidents found on site: one robbery and one murder and
attempted robbery occurred at the site. Although the data is limited , it can be seen that similar
crimes occur on the site of payday advance fdcilities as those at a check cashinn 

facility. Police
and Sheriff personnel interviewed from other jurisdictions also saw no distinction of crimes
between payday advance and check cashing services. According to Officer James Dickey of
the Long Beach Police Department

, "

In the area of crime prevention and public safety, a checkcashing operation/pay day advance would require a greater level of security and customer
policies than most other businesses. " For example , check-cashing uses that require three forms
of identification , a picture , and a bank statement have a better chance to prevent theft froll"
occurrng.
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Community Meeting:

Check Into Cash presented their operation to the community on February 28 , 2006. Nine
members of the community were present and all were in opposition to the proposal. Some of
the concerns expressed at the community meeting were related to property values , increased
crime and location. All residents present at the meeting were in opposition to the operation at
the proposed location. Also many residents questioned the demographics map the applicant
provided , which showed the location of their customers based on annual salary. Residents
offered that the demographics map was incorrect and felt that no one in their neighborhood
would use a check cashing facility.

ACTION REQUESI

Based on the evidence provided , staff considers check cashing and payday advance services to
be similar and recommend denial of the Conditional Use Permit. Findings are included in the
previous staff report. Draft conditions of approval and findings are also attached as requested.

Respectfully submitted

SUZANNE M. FRICK
DIRECTOR OF PLA

Approved: 

---- ---

C,L\ROL YNE BIHN
ZONING OFFICER

By:

Attachments
1. Vicinity Map
2. Floor Plans

3. Police Department Memorandum
4. California Civil Code 1789. 35- 1789.
5. Conditions of Approval and Findings
6. February 2 , 2005 Staff Report
7. Draft Minutes from the F'ebruary 2 meeting.
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Securilv

5. Keypad

6. VCR
7. Monitor

8. Came
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The camera (8) is 10 bB mounled on UlO side wall or dropped Irom lIe ceiling behind lIe counler 10
observe U18 cash drawer and someone entering Ihe store.

The monilor (7) is 10 De mounted on lIe side wall behind lIe counler atlhe suppHied overhead
ouHet (usuaUy iocaled approximalely Ihree feel behind 118 counter). 1118 monitor should be

mouoled al a height above seve feel close enough 10 UJe supplied ouUel so Ihallhe monitors
power cord will plug direcUy In'o 1!1e ouUel withoullle aid of an exlension cord.
The :ime"apse recorder (6) is 10 be p!acod on the provided shelf in U1e ballroom. If a sheif is nol

provided . it may be placed on a sl1elf in Ihe Dack area 01 lIe store oul of plain view.
Tim hard-wirei panic bullan is 10 De mouilled under lIe fronl counler al Ule cash drawer.
The keypad (5) is 10 be mounled on Ihe side wall al U1e fronl ollhe slore.
The audio sensor (4) Is 10 be "lounled on Ihe celing. jusl in fronl of the counler.

GO ELST--"""'II
UIUOG" lil

:::r IDI

rl- 

", -

lI......,....-."'..'1..,,-.............

~~~~~

15 aro 
.c.. N
"8 m0 0 "'

~~~:!..*~~~~

l' Q).. w.9
..t 00 

, oS 1! 

J H.
i ".Jo-0"", fJIG'

Or-1n 

-":

IIr.I'

r"' A



Date:

To:

From:

Subject:

City of Long 1ach
Working Together to ;:erve

Memorandum

February 7 2006

Steven Valdez , Planner , Zoning Administration

Steven L. Ditmars , Lieutenant , Information Technology Division

Check Cashing/Pay Advance

As we spoke about , please see listed below the crime stats for the

four locations you requested. The stats are representing a date
range of 01/01/2000 through 02/21/06 (Except for the last location

which is in the City of Lakewood which is a date range of 06/04/93 to
02/16/06). This data is a list of crime reports taken not the actual
amount of times the Police were called to the locations (calls for

service). Keep in mind that these locations may have been another
business at one time , so you ll need to find out when the business
opened so that you re looking at the correct data.

220t ood- 8lvct.lGHL9Lb lfJ?? l!l
09/09/02 Repossessed Vehicle

&2r!!1$!reetJgJtY..t! Ol! J?g? b1.jf::?J., ?rY__f!_

12/11/01 Offensive Words in Public
03/10/OL1 Private Towed Vehicle

2 21 tb.. s tre JJ..ji'Lil,- bl.o; L?_ !.1 a r'1 91D.

07/14/00 Petty Theft
07/22/00 Petty Theft
08/11/00 Private Towed Vehicle
09/22/00 Private Towed Vehicle
01/03/01 Vandalis'il
08/09/01 Lost or Stolen Property
08/10/01 Parole Violation
01/19/02 Vandalism

011/04/02 Drinking in Public
07/13/02 Robbery
08/24/02 Private Towed Vehicle
11/25/02 Robbery

06/05/03 Burglary
07 /T! /03 Robbery
09/19/03 14 Private Towed Vehicles
10/03/03 Private Towed Vehicle
10/31/03 Private Towed Vehicle
11/07/03 Private Towed Vehicle
12/19/03 Private Towed Vehicle
02/02/05 Private Towed Vehicle
02/21/05 Private Towed Vehicle



March 6 , 2006

Page 2

03/09/05
03/30/05
04/25/05
05/05/05
07/30/05
08/13/05
09/19/05
10107/05
10/21/05
12/13/05
12/27105
01/23/06

Private Towed Vehicle
Private Towed Vehicle
Private Towed Vehicle
Private Towed Vehicle
Burglary
Private Towed Vehicle
Bomb Threat/False Imprisonment*
Private Towed Vehicle
Private Towed Vehicle
Warrant Arrest
Stolen Vehicle
Robbery

Suspect enters location and says he has a bomb.
employees and a customer in the business.
employees to take off their clothes. Suspect
hostage for 3 hours. This was a SVVA T callout.

Suspect locks all
Suspect orders

holds employees

3 suspects enter the store; 1 armed with a handgun. Armed
suspect drags an employee on her hands and knees to the safe.
Employee enters code and tells suspect there is a 10-minute delay.
Suspect threatens to shoot employee in the head. The suspect's left
with the loss.

5 2 9 'f9_9-YJ:. f!.A \' .J C i 'l. 91 

?:.

hf) ,!!Q.QSIL(f;:?J
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06/04/93 Grand Theft
06/28/99 Impounded Vehicle
03/09/01 Robbery

02/07/03 Murder and Attempted Robbery
OS/24/04 Threatening Phone Calls
10/01/05 Burglary

Suspect enters location arrned with a handgun. Security Guard
tl' ies to intervene and is shot and killed by the suspect.

If you have any questions or require additional information , please
contact James Dickey at (562) 570-5805.

SO:JRD:jrd



CALIFORNIA CIVIL CODE SECTION 1789.30- 1789.38

1789.30. Every check casher, as applicable to the services provided, shall post a complete
detailed, and unambiguous schedule of all fees for (a) cashing checks , drafts , money orders , or
other commercial paper serving the same purpose and making any deferred deposit thereof (b)
the sale or issuance of money orders , and ( c) the initial issuance of any identification card. Each
check casher shall also post a list of valid identification which is acceptable in lieu of
identification provided by the check casher. The information required by this section shall be
clear, legible, and in letters not less than one-half inch in height. The information shaIl be posted
in a conspicuous location in the unobstructed view of the public within the check casher
premIses.

1789.31. (a) As used in this title, a "check casher" means a person or entity that for
compensation engages , in whole or in part, in the business of cashing checks , warrants , drafts
money orders , or other commercial paper serving the same purpose. "Check casher" does not
include a state or federally chartered bank, savings association , credit union, or industrial loan
company. "Check casher" also does not include a retail seller engaged primarily in the business
of seIling consumer goods, including consumables , to retail buyers that cashes checks or issues
money orders for a minimum flat fee not exceeding two doIlars ($2) as a service to its customers
that is incidental to its main purpose or business. (b) As used in this title

, "

deferred deposit"

means a transaction whereby the check casher refrains from depositing a personal check wri1ien
by a customer until a specific date, pursuant to a written agreement, as provided in Section
1789.33. (c) This section shall become inoperative on March 2004 and as of January 1 2005
is repealed, unless a later enacted statute that is enacted before January 1 2005 , deletes or
extends the dates on which it becomes inoperative and is repealed.

1789.31. (a) As used in this title, a "check casher " means a person or entity that for
compensation engages , in whole or in part, in the business of cashing checks , warrants , drafts
money orders , or other commercial paper serving the same purpose. "Check casher" does not
include a state or federally chartered bank, savings association , credit union, or ind ustrial loan
company. "Check casher" also does not include a retail seller engaged primarily ill the business
of selling consumer goods , including consumables , to retail buyers that cashes checks or issues
money orders for a fee not exceeding two dollars ($2) as a service to its customers that is
incidental to its main purpose or business. (b) This section shall become operative March 1
2004.

J789. 32. Failure 10 post information as requirec: by this title , or the imposition of fees or
identification requirements contrary to the information posted , shall constitute an unfair business
practice within the meaning of Section 17200 of the Business and Professions Code.

1789. 33 . (a) A check casher may defer the deposit of a personal check written by a customer for
up to 30 days , purSLliU1t to the provisions of this section. The face amount of the check shall r,ot
exceed three hundred dollars ($300). Each dcferred deposit shall be made pursuant to a written
agreement that has been signed by the cllstomer and by the check casher or an authorized
representative of the check casher. The written agreement shall contain a statement of the total
amount of any fees charged for the deferred deposit, expressed both in United States currency
and as an annual percentage rate (APR). The written agreement shall authorize the check casher
to defer deposit of the personal check until a specific date not later than 30 days from the date
the written agreement was signed and executed. The written agreement shall not permit the
check casher to accept collateral. (b) A customer who enters into a deferred deposit agreement



and offers a personal check to a check casher pursuant to that agreement shall not be subj ect to
any criminal penalty for the failure to comply with the terms of that agreement. (c) This section
shall become inoperative on March 1 2004 , and as of January 1 2005 , is repealed, unless a later
enacted statute that is enacted before January 1 , 2005 , deletes or extends the dates on which it
becomes inoperative and is repealed.

1789.35. (a) A check casher shall not charge a fee for cashing a payroll check or government
check in excess of 3 percent if identification is provided by the customer, or 3. 5 percent without
the provision of identification, ofthe face amount of the check, or three dollars ($3), whichever
is greater. Identification, for purposes of this section, is limited to a California driver s license, a
California identification card, or a valid United States military identification card. (b) A check
casher may charge a fee of no more than ten dollars ($10) to set up an initial account and issue
an optional identification card for providing check cashing services. A replacement optional
identification card may be issued at a cost not to exceed five dollars ($5). ( c) A check casher
shall provide a receipt to the customer for each transaction. (d) Subject to the limitations of
Section 1789. , a check casher may charge a fee for cashing a personal check, as posted
pursuant to Section 1789.30 , for immediate deposit in an amount not to exceed 12 percent ofthe
face value of the check or for deferred deposit in an amount not to exceed 15 percent of the face
value ofthe check. ( e) A check casher shall not enter into an agreement for a deferred deposit
with a customer during the period of time that an earlier written agreement for a deferred deposit
for the same customer is in effect. (f) A check casher who enters into a deferred deposit
agreement and accepts a check passed on insuffcient funds , or any assignee of that check casher
shall not be entitled to recover damages in any action brought pursuant to , or governed by,
Section 1719. (g) For a transaction pursuant to Section 1789. , a fee not to exceed fifteen
dollars ($15) may be charged for the return of a dishonored check by a depositary institution.
The fee may be collected by a check casher who holds a valid permit issued pursuant to Section
1789. , when acting under the authority of that permit. (h) No amount in excess of the amounts
authorized by this section shall be directly or indirectly charged by a check casher pursuant to a
deferred deposit agreement. (i) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be
liable for a civil penalty not to exceed two thousand dollms ($2 000) for each violation , which
shall be assessed and recovered in a civil action brought in the name of the people of the State 
California by the Attorney General in any court of competent jurisdiction. Any action brought
pursuant to this subdivision shall be commenced within four years of the date on which the act 
transaction upon which till action is based occurred. Cj) A willful violation of this section is a
misdemeanor. (k) Any person who is injured by any violation of this section may bring an
action for the recovery of damages , an equity proceeding to restrain and enjoin those violations
or both. The amount awarded may be up to three times the damages actually incurred, but in no
event less than the amount paid by the aggrieved consumer to a person subject to this section. 
the plaintiff prevails , the plaintiff shall be awarded reasonable attorney s fces and costs. If a

court determines by clear ,md convincing evidence that a breach or violation was willul , the
court, in its discretion , may award punitive damages in addition to the amounts set fOlih above.
(I) This section shall become inopera ive on March 1 2004 , and as of January 1 2005 , is

repealed , unless a later enacted statute that is enacted before January 1 , 2005 , deletes or extends
the dates on which it becomes inoperative and is repealed.

1789. 35. (a) A check cash,,;r shall not charge a fee for cashing a payroll check or government
check in excess of 3 percent if identification is provided by the customer, or 3. 5 percent without
the provision of identification , of the face amount of the check, or three dollars ($3), whichever
is greater. Identification, for purpose;; of this section, is limited to a California driver s license, a
California identification card, or a valid United States military identification card. (b) A check
casher may charge a fee of no more than ten dolJars ($10) to set up an initial account and issue
an optional identification card for providing check cashing services. A replacement optional
identification card may be issued at a cost not to exceed five dolJars ($5). (c) A check casher



shall provide a receipt to the customer for each transaction. (d) A check casher may charge a fee
for cashing a personal check, as posted pursuant to Section 1789. , for immediate deposit in an
amount not to exceed 12 percent ofthe face value ofthe check. (e) Any person who violates any
provision ofthis section shall be liable for a civil penalty not to exceed two thousand dollars
($2 000) for each violation , which shall be assessed and recovered in a civil action brought in the
name of the people of the State of California by the Attorney General in any court of competent
jurisdiction. Any action brought pursuant to this subdivision shall be commenced within four
years of the date on which the act or transaction upon which the action is based occurred. (f) A
willful violation of this section is a misdemeanor. (g) Any person who is injured by any
violation ofthis section may bring an action for the recovery of damages , an equity proceeding
to restrain and enjoin those violations , or both. The amount awarded may be up to three times
the damages actually incurred, but in no event less than the amount paid by the aggrieved
consumer to a person subject to this section. Ifthe plaintiff prevails, the plaintiff shall be
awarded reasonable attorney s fees and costs. If a court determines by clear and convincing
evidence that a breach or violation was willful , the court, in its discretion, may award punitive
damat:es in addition to the amounts set forth above. (h) This section shall become operative
March 1 2004.

1789.37. (a) Every owner of a check casher s business shall obtain a permit from the Department
of Justice to conduct a check casher s business. (b) All applications for a permit to conduct a
check casher s business shall be filed with the depmiment in writing, signed by the applicant 
an individual or by a member or offcer authorized to sign if the applicant is a corporation or
other entity, and shall state the name of the business , the type of business engaged in , whether
the applicant intends to enter into deferred deposit agreements , and the business addrl:;s. Each
applicant shall be fingerprinted. (c) Each applicant for a permit to conduct a check casher
business shall pay a fee not to exceed the cost of processing the application , fingerprinting the
applicant, and checking or obtaining the criminal record of the applicant, at the time of filing the
application. (d) Each applicant shall annually, beginning one year from the date of issL:ance of a
check casher s permit, file an application for renewal of the permit ,,vith the department, along
with payment of a renewal fee n)t to exceed the cost of processing the application for renewal
and checking or obtaining the criminal record of the applicant. (e) The depmiment shall deny an
application for a permit to conduct a check casher s business , or for renewal of a permit , if the
applicant has a felony conviction involving dishonesty, fraud , or deceit, provided the crimc is
substantially related to the qualifications , functions , or duties of a person engaged in the business
of check cashing. (f) The department shall adopt r(Cgulations to implement this section, and shall
determine the amount of the application fees required by this section. The department shall
prescribe forms for the applications and permit required by this section, which shall be uniform
throughout the state. (g) In any action brought by a city attorney or district attorney to enforce a
violation of this section , any owner of a check casher s business who engages in thc business of
check cashing without holding a current and valid permit issued by the department pursuant to
this section is subject to a civil penalty, as follows: (1) For the first offense, not more than onc
thousand dollars ($1 000). (2) For the second offense , not more than five thousand dollars
($5 000). (h) Any person who has tvvice been found in violation of subdivision (g) and who
within 10 years of the date ofthe first offense , engages in the business of check cashing without
holding a current and valid permit issued by the department pursuant to this section is guilty ofa
misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding six months , or by a
fine not exceeding five thousand dollars ($5 000), or by both. (i) All civil penalties , forfeited
bail , or fines received by any court pUlsuant to this section shall , as soon as practicable after the
receipt thereof, be deposited with the county treasurer of the county in which the court is
situated. Fines and forfeitures so deposited shall be disbursed pursuant to the Penal Code. Civil
penalties so deposited shall be paid at least once a month as foJlows: (1) Fifty percent to the
Treasurer by warrant of tbe county auditor dra'vyn upo!' the req uisition of the clerk or judge of the
court, to be deposited in the State Treasury on order of the Controller. (2) Fifty percent to the



city treasurer of the city, if the offense occurred in a city, otherwise to the treasurer of the county
in which the prosecution is conducted. Any money deposited in the State Treasury under this
section which is determined by the Controller to have been erroneously deposited therein shall
be refunded , subject to approval of the State Board of Control prior to the payment of the refund
out of any money in the State Treasury which is available by law for that purpose.

1789. 38. Any waiver ofthe provisions of this title is contrary to public policy, and is void and
unenforceable.
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CONDITIONAL USE PERMiT
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL

Case No. 0510-
Date: March 16 2006

The use permitted on the site , in addition to other uses permitted in the CCA zone
shall be a check ca.shing business at suite "8" in an existing neighborhood
shopping center at 2201 Lakewood Blvd.

This permit and all development rights hereunder shall terminate one year from the
effective date (final action date or, if in the appealable area of the Coastal Zone , 21
days after the local final action date) of this permit unless construction is
commenced , a business license establishing the use is obtained or a time extension
is granted , based on a written and approved request submitted prior to the
expimtion of the one year period as provided in Section 21.21.406 of the Long
Beach Municipal Code.

This permit shall be invalid if the owner(s) and applicant(s) have failed to return
written a.cknowledgment of their acceptance of the conditions of approval 011 the
Conditions of Approval Acknowledgment Form supplied by the Planning Bureau.
This acknowledgment must be submitted within 30 days form the effective date 
approval (final action date or , if in the appealable area of the Coastal Zone , 21 days
after the local final action date). Prior to the issuance of a buildin J permit , the
applicant shall submit a revised set of plans reflecting all of th8 design changes set
forth in the conditionD of approval to the satisfaction of the Zoning Administrator.

, for any reason , there is a violation of any of the conditons of this permit or if
the use/operation is found to be detrimental to the surrounding comrnunity, including
public health , safety or general welfare , enJironmental quality or quality of life , such
shall cause the City to initiate revocation and termination procedures of all rights
granted herewith.

In the event of transfer of ownership of the property involved in this application
the new owner shcdl be fully informed ofthe permitted use and development of said
property as set fOlih by this perrnit together with all condiLions , which are a part
thereof. These specific requirements must be recorded with all title conveyance
documents at time of closing escrow.

All operational conditions of approval of this permit n.ust be posted in a location
visible to the public , in such a manner as to be readable when the use is open for
business.
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The Director of Planning and Building is authorized to make minor modifiGations
to the approved design plans or to any of the conditions of approval if such
modifications shall not significantly change/alter the approved design/project and if
no detrimental effects to neighboring properties are caused by said modifications.
Any major modifications shall be reviewed by the Zoning Administrator or Planning
Commission , respectively.

The property shall be c.eveloped and maintained in a neat , quiet, and orderly
condition and operated in a manner so as not to be detrimental to adjacent
properties and occupants. This shall encompass the maintenance of exterior
facades of the building, designated parking areas serving the use , fences Clnd the
perimeter of the site (including all public parkways).

Exterior security bars scissor gates , and roll-up doors applied to windows and
pedestrian building entrances shall be prohibited. Should security bars be installed
on the interior of the store , they shall remain open during business hours.

10. The hours of operation shall be limited to M-F 10: a. m. -6:00 p. m. and Saturdays
10:00 a. - 3:00 p.

11. In the event of an increase in crime as determined by the Chief of Police , a security
guard shall be provided during hours of operation. 1\ review of crime shall take
place annually.

12. The floor plan shall include a custorner waiting/service area of sufficient size to fully
accommodate anticipated queuing lines. Such waiting/service area shall provide
not less than fifty (50) square-feet for each teller window.

Any graffiti found on site must be removed within 24 hours of its appearance.

Prior to issuance of a business license , the business operator shall comply with the
following security requirements to the satisfaction oFthe Long Beach Chief of Police:

8. Thumbprints (and/or index fingerprints) and vvritton mcon:!s. s!lould 
captured for EACH transaction , along with a clear , legible photocopy of the
person s identification (including a photJgraph).

I\ The check cashing business owner/manager should contact Forgery/Fraud
Detail at (562) 570-7330 prior to the release uf the final permit to ensure the
business has a clear understanding of the necessary procedures.
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b. A security plan should include high resolution surveilance cameras at the
booth(s) and cash registers. A camera should be dedicated to the booth(s) (i.
splitters should not be used).

c. Installation of surveillance cameras at the check cashing counters and
parking lot area. These cameras should be high definition color with the ability
capture still photographs. Cameras should be located and positioned so that a
clear , unobstructed view of the patron and the vehicle is captured. Cameras
placed behind glass distort images and make identification extremely difficult.

Entire site should be well lit.

e The parking areas should be lit to a minimum of 5 foot-candle.

c Avoid sodium lighting to limit yellowness , which casts shadows and distorts
colors. Metal halide , which produces a white light , is recommended.

e Wall pack lighting should be installed along walls to help deter vandalism and
increase safety and security.

e Ensure lighting is located under all eyebrows , canopies and awnings.

Lighting should be located along walls and above all points of entry/exit
(especially in the alley).

f. No signs , advertisements , or furniture should block the windows and
eliminate any visibility int% ut of businesses.

g. No exterior paypl1on0s on site.
relocated to the inside of the store.

All payphones should be removed or

h. Address should be clearly marked on front and reai ' of structure as well as on
the rooftop for air support identification.

Business shoulc have em alarm system il1stailed with panic buttons at the
cashier stands and inner offces.

j. No loitering signs should be strategically posted throughout the site.

k. !nierior office doors and exterior cle!iverv doors should have fish-eye style
viewers to screen persorl attempting to gain entry. They should also be solid
core construction.
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I. Busines owners should join the Long Beach Police Department'
Business Watch program. Further information can be obtained by calling the
Community Relations Division at (562) 570-7215.

13. Compliance is required with these Conditions of Approval as long as this use is on
site. As such , the site shall be available for periodic reinspection conducted at the
discretion of city officials , to verity that all conditions of approval are being met. The
property owner shall reimburse the City for the inspection cost as per special building
inspection specifications established by City Council.

14. The applicant shall defend , indemnify, and hold harmless the City of Long Beach , its
agents , officers , and employees from any claim , action , or proceeding against the City
of Long Beach or its agents , officers , or employees brought to attack , set aside , void
or annual an approval of the City of Long Beach , its advisory agencies , commissions
or legislative body concerning this project. The City of Long Beach wili promptly notify
the applicant of any such claim , action , or proceeding against the City of Long Beach
and will cooperate fully in the defense. If the City of Long Beach fails to promptly
notify the applicant of any such claim , action or proceeding or fails to cooperate fully in
the defense , the applicant shall not , thereafter, be responsible to defend , indemnify, or
hold harmless the City of Long Beach.



CITY OF LONG BEACH
THE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

----

333 W. Ocean Boulevard Long Beach , California 90802 562-570-6194 FAX 562-570-6068

Conditional Use Permit
Approval Findings
Case No. 0510-

The applicant has requested the Planning Commission approve a Conditional Use Permit for the
establishment of a check cashing business at the project site. In order to approve this request
the following findings must be analyzed , made and adopted before any action is taken to approve
or deny the subject permit and must be incorporated into the record of proceedings relating 
such approval or denial:

The approval is consistent with and carries out the General Plan , any applicable
specific plans such as the local coastal development program and all Zoning
Regulations of the applicable district;

The zoning classification of the project site is CCA and the Genere; Plan Land Use
Designation of the project site is SA. The CCA Zoning District allows a check cashing and
money transfer business subject to the approval of a Conditional Use Permit. A
Conditional Use Permit is "consistent" when it carries out the intent of the land use district
in which it is to be located , and otherwise complies with the required findings of the Zoning
Regulations.

This land use district is intended to provide commercial oppor unities that serve local
neighborhood needs. Commercial uses that may adversely affect adjoining residential
uses are subject to conditional use permits.

The proposed use provides a neighborhood service and is subject to conditions
recommended by the Police Department in order to prevent criminal activity on the project
site and in the immediate area (Condition No. 12). In addition , the proposed use complies
with the required findings of the Loning Regulations , as evidenced below.

The approval will not be detrim mtal to thE surrounding comrnunity including public
health , safety, genera w(Mare , environmental quality or quality of lif!,; and

The proposed use involves a payday advance service (Deferred Compensation service).
As a financial institution cashing checks , the Police Department has provided a crime
prevention analysis (see attached Crime Prevention and Safety Memo). The
recommendations made through this analysis have been incorporated in the proposed
conditions of approval.

The approval is in compliance with the special conditions for tile use enumNated in
Chapter 21.



Check Cashing.

The following conditions shall apply to check cashing businesses:

a. Off-street parking for check cashing businesses shall be the same as for banks and
savings and loans as required by Chapter 21.41;

Off-street parking is provided for the existing neighborhood shopping center at a rate of five
parking spaces per 1 000 square feet of gross floor area (GFP,

). 

The off-street parking
requirement for banks , savings and loans , and shopping centers is five parking spac3s per

000 square feet GFA. The existing conforming development maintains parking
conforming to this standard and the proposed use conforms to Chapter 21.41.

b. If established in an existing shopping center, off-street parking shall be provided as
required for a shopping center by Chapter 21.41;

See finding (a) above.

c. Windows shall not be obscmed by placement of signs , dar ( window tintint;,
shelving, racks or similar obstructions;

This finding shall be incorporated as a condition of approval. (See Conditions #6)

d. Exterior phones , security bars and roll up doors shall be prohibited;

This finding shall be incorporated as a condition of approval. (See Conditions #6)

e. The floor plcm shall include a customer waiting/service area of suffcient size to fully
accommodate anticipated queuing lines. Such waiting/service 

are81 shall provide! not
less than fifty (50) square feet for each teller \,\fjndow; and

This finding shall be incorporated as a condition of approval. (SeG Conditions :#5)

f. The hours of operation shall bE stated in the application and subject to review.

The proposed hours of operation shall be from 7:30.- 9:00 M-F and 7:30- 8:30 Saturday.
There shall be no operation on Sundays. These hours of operation are restated , as
conditions of approval and any proposed change will require a modification to this permit.
(See Conditions #10)
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AGENDA NO.
CAst 0. 0510-12 C. 05-192

CITY OF LONG BEACH
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & BUILDING

333 West Ocean Boulevard , 7th Floor Long Beach , CA 90802 (562) 570-6194 FAX (562) 570-6068
ZONING DIVISION

February 2 , 2006

CHAIRMAN AND PLANNING COMMISSIONERS
City of Long Beach
California

SUBJECT: Request for a Conditional Use Permit for check cashing/money transfer
store in a neighborhood shopping center (Council District 5).

LOCATION: 2201 Lakewood Blvd.

APPLICANT: Permit Place
c/o Mike Robinson
10900 East 183 Street
Los Angeles , CA

RECOMMENDATION

--. -._---~~~ -,.

Deny Conditional Use Permit.

BEA LEQ.B.B E G.QJ1 JY.1INP. TI QJ

1. There are numerous filancial institutions in the City of Long Beach , including thirty three
(33) check cashing facilities and sixty one (61) banks , and credit unions , for a total of
ninety four (94) financial establishments citywide (see atlached map).

2. The proposed use has the potential to raise the crime rate and "calls for service" for
offcers in Crime District No. 644.

3. The proposed use is located in the Land Use Development Section #8N of the
General Plan

, "

small cluster neighborhood shopping , which c211s for neighborhood
serving Llses to be located in every community within 

Ii mile. There are currently
three (3) financial institutions within the mile radius of the proposed project.
Therefore , there are an adequate number of financial institutions within a 

Ii mile
radius of the proposed check cashing use.

BACKGROUND

------------------

The applicant , Check Into Cash , is requesting approval of a Conditional Use Permit to permit the
establishment of a money transfer business in an existing neighborhood shopping center. 

Thecenter consists of a five (5) suite , 6 245 square foot building that is or will be occupied 
Curves " fitness center, an Insurance Store , the UPS store , and Quiznos restaurant. The site is

located at the northwest corner of Stearns Street and Lakewood Boulevard in the Community
Automobile-Oriented (CCA) zoning district.
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3sioners

Check cashing and money transfer businesses are classified in Section 21. 15.475 of the Zoning
Regulations under a broad definition of "check cashing. " According to Section 21. 32. 110
(Permitted Uses) of the City of Long Beach Municipal Code , the establishment of a check
cashing use in the CCA zoning district is subject to the approval of a Conditional Use Permit.
Approval of a check cashing use is contingent upon the use meeting general requirements , such
as being consistent with the General Plan and not being detrimental to public health , safety,
general welfare , environmental quality or quality of life , as well as special conditions listed in
Section 21. 15.475 of the City of Long Beach Municipal Code.

The project was filed on November 28 , 2005 and was reviewed by the Planning Bureau s Site
Plan Review Committee on November 18 , 2005 and again on December 20 , 2005. Staff
determined that the use was not appropriate at the proposed location as there are currently three
(3) financial institutions in the project area that provide the same type of service. Land Use
Section 8N of the City s General Plan

, "

small cluster neighborhood shopring , classifies a
communities service area to neighborhood shopping, as ;/ mile. As shown on Attachment 1
there are three (3) banks or credit unions within ;/ mile of the proposed facility, and five (5)
additional facilities just outside the ;/ mile radius. Land Use Section 8N , describes
neighborhood serving uses as financial institutions , restaurants , delicatessens , and the like
Hence , there are adequate financial institutions in the area to serve the residents uf the
surrounding community.

Staff has received several phone calls from residents within the surrounding area of the
proposed check cashing facility. All phone calls were in objection to the use and one individual
has begun collecting signatures on a neighborhood petition against the use. As of the date of
this letter , no petition has been r8ceived , although staff expects to receive the petition prior to the
February 2 , meeting date. Also , two emails and one letter were received in opposition to the
proposed use (see attached). Issues related to property values , loitering, and safety raised in
the letter.

A summary of the surrounding land use is as follows:

~~~ ~~~ ~~~

r1;1

:== ~~~~~

RTH--. R:1N

:%'

;1;

~~~

SID

I SOUT1-

---- 

---- CC-

p---

c.Ub#8N (TRADT(I()Nj;

----------

RETAll

- -

RETAil STRIP COMMERCIAL

--- ----- - ---- --- --- 

---- u

- ______

C29 l L n___

- ---- ------- ---------

lUD#8A (TRADITIONAL RETAil
RETAIL. STRIF COMMERCIALCOMMERCIAL) 

:I=

~~~ ~~~

AL .-. 

EAST CCJ-\



Chairman and Planning Corr
Case No. 0510-
February 2 , 2006
Page 3

ssioners

CURRENT ACTION REQUf;ST!;D

The applicant has requested that the Planning Commission approve a Conditional Use Permit
for the establishment of a check cashing and money transfer business at the project site. 
orderto approve this request , the following findings must be analyzed , made and adopted before
any action is taken to approve or deny the subject permit and must be incorporated into the
record of proceedings:

The approval is consistent with and carries out the General Plan , any applicable
specific plans such as the local coastal development program and all Zoning
Regulations of the applicable district;

The zoning classification of the project site is CCA and the General Plan Land Use
Designation of the project site is 8N. The CCA zoning distric ' allows a check cashing
and money transfer business subject to the approval of a Conditional Use Permit 
Conditional Use Permit is "consistent" when it carries out the intent of the land use
c;istrict ill which it is to be located , and otherwise complies with the required findings of
the Zoning Regulations.

The 8N land use designation is intended to accommodate retail and services use
exclusively, primarily in small clusters that are widely dispersed , creating
neighborhood--serving centers for the retail needs of residents of Long Beach. A
neighbol hood retail cluster is intended by this rlan to be within a 1/2 mile radius of
each residence , if feasible.

The proposed use will provide a neighborhood service to residents within one-half
mile of the site. However, within that same one-half mile radius of thR project site
there are three (3) credit unions , and banks according to data provided by the City of
Long Beach Business License Department and the State of California Department of
Financial Institutions as shown on the attached map. Thus , the prorosed use does not
provide a needed neighborhood service since there are similar uses within the
irnmediate area.

The approval will not be detrimental to the surrounding community including
public health , safety, general welfare , environmental quality or quality of life;
and

The proposed use will be detrimental to the surrounding community including public
health , safety, general welfal-e and quality of life since the proposed check cashing
business will have the potential to raise the crime rate and "calls for service" for
officers in Crime District No. 644. In addition , according to the Police Department
check-cashing services have had a history in the City of Long Beach of forgery,
identity theft , theft , and robbel-y crimes occurring on the premises.
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The approval is in compliance with the special conditions for the use
enumerated in Chapter 21.

The following conditions shall apply to check cashing businesses:

a. Off-street parking for check cashing businesses shall be the same as for
banks and savings and loans as required by Chapter 21.41;

Off-street parking is required for the existing building at a rate of five (5)
parking spaces per one thousand (1 000) square feet of gross floor area
(GFA). The off-street parking requirement for banks , savings and loans , and
shopping centers is five (5) parking spaces per one thousand (1 000) square
feet GFA. The existing development complies with our off-street parking
standard since the site was approved with parking conforming to a
neighborhood shopping center (Case # 0310- 10).

b. If established in an existing shopping center, off-street parkinp shall be
provided as required for a shopping center by Chapter 21.'1;

See above (a).

Co Windol/!ls shall not be obscured by placement of signs , dtH'k 'NindovJ
tinting, shelving, racks or similar obstructions;

StEJ.ff is recommending denial of the request.

d. Exterior phones , security bars and roH up doors shall be prohibited;

See above (c).

e. The floor plan shall include a customer waiting/servicE: area of sufficient
size to fully accommodate anticipated queuing lines. Such
waiting/service area shaH provide not less than fifty (50) square fe8( for
each teliEH window; and

See above (c).

f. The hours of operation shall be stated in the application and subject to
review.

See above (c).

PJ.JJ:ILJQ.. .t:f QIt

/- total of fifty-seven (57) Public Hearing Notices were mailed on January 18 , 2006 to all owners
of properties within a 300- foot radius of the project site as well as to the elected representative of
the fifth (5th) Council District
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REDEVELOPMENT REVIEW

The project site is not located in a City of Long Beach Redevelopment Area.

ENYIRONMENIAl RE;VIEW

In accordance with the Guidelines for Implementation of the California Environmental Quality 
Act

(CEQP,), a Categorical Exemption (CE 05- 192) was issued for the proposed project.

g,OMMENDE THAT THt;J: ANN LCQMlI lQN

Deny Conditional Use Permit.

Respectfully submitted

SUZANNE M. FRICK
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND BUILDING

STEVE N ALDfif---

---- -----

PLA tiE

Approved: 

---

CAROLYNE BIHN
ZONINC; ADMINISTRATOR

Attachments
1. Vicinity Map
2. Plans

3. Police Department Memorandum
4. Financial Institution Map
5. Categorical Exemption 05- 192



Date:

To:

From:

Subject:

City of Lan9 ach
Working Together to ::erve

Memorandum

November 8 , 2005

Steven Valdez , Planner , Zoning Administration

Steven L. Ditmars , Lieutenant , Information Technology Division

2201 Lakewood Blvd. (Case No. 051 O 12)

After reviewing the plan submittals for the operation of a deferred deposit service
business , the following recommendations have been made in the interest 
public safety and crime prevention.

SECURiTY

.. A security plan should include high-resolution surveillance cameras
at the booth(s) and cash registers.

II A camera should be dedicated to the booth(s) (i.e. splitters should
not be used).

.. The surveiilance system should also have a recording function for
review , should a crime occur on the premises.
Signature cards with thumbprints and photographs should be
maintained for later identification for identity thdt purposes.
Viewers should be installed on the interior office doors , which would
allow the employee behind the door, to verify who is on the other
side.

.. 

All advertisements should be removed from the doors anc windows
as well as any furniture blocking visibility into and out of the store.
All windows that have been painted over should have paint removed
to expose the glass.

'"1\.f17;\
LIGHTING

Wall pack lighting should be installed along walls to help deter vandalism
and increase safety and security.
Avoid sodium style lighting. This lighting tends to cast shadows and
distorts colors. Metal halide , which produces a white light , is
recommend ed.
The parking areas should be lit to a minimum of 5 foot-candle.

MISCEL.LANEOUS

There should be no exterior payphone on the site. 1\11 payphones should
be located in areas where there is consistent supervision.

., The building address should be clearly marked , illuminated , and kept free
from landscaping to assist with the location of the building. The address
should also be painted on the rooftop (4' dimension) in a contrasting color
to the building for air support response.

.. There should not be any exterior rooftop access.



November 8 , 2005

Page 2

II No loitering signs should be strategically posted throughout the site.
II Applicant/Owner should participate in the Long Beach Police Department

Business Watch Program. Further information can be obtained by calling
the Community Relations Division at (562) 570-7215

If you require further information or need clarification , please feel free to call M.
Weber at (562) 570-5805.

SD:MJW:mjw
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10 i BANKS AND CREDIT UNIONS 
IADDRESS
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Lani Merlina

-:1 m erl i na(fverizon. net
To: Steven- Valdez(fLongBeach. gov
cc: Alex Merlina -:ALEX MERLlNA(Cdenso-diam. com::

Subject: My statement for the Denial of Payday Advance Service

01/23/2006 01 :23 PM

To Steven Valdez
I would Ii ke to state my opinion regarding the proposed permit for
request to open and operate a deferred deposit service business
(otherwise known as Payday Advance Service). The project location is
2201 Lakewood Blvd , and is located around the corner from my home.

I am a resident of the Artcraft manor neighborhood and I do not want
the proposed deferred deposit service business as a part of my
neighborhood. My reasons for my concern and support of the denial are
below.

. It would lower property value. I' m in support of businesses and
ci ty proj eets that improve the look and safety of my neighborhood.
The proposed Payday Advance Service business would do neither. Most
often I see these businesses in "bad" - higher crime neighborhoods.
. I don I t want people in my neighborhood that can I t control their
finances. In my opinion, using a Payday Advance Service is an
unintelligent use of your finances and lack of control of them.
. I have a small child and I want to do everything possible to create
a safe neighborhood for him to grow up in.

You had mentioned over the phone that you believed a
the proposed permit for the deferred deposit service
2201 Lakewood Blvd had been started. If you have any
about how I can add my name please advise;

petition against
business for
information

Thanks for your time
Lani Merlina

H erl!n,jLogo :; ign,jture. jpg
Lani Merlina
Imerlina0verizon. net
562. 500. 4214



Subject: Permit Opposition

Councilmember O' Donnell

I am writing to express my concern and opposition to a requested permit to open and operate a
check cashing business at 2201 Lakewood Blvd, in Council District 5. I am a homeowner living
on Ximeno Avenue in your district and approximately one block from the proposed business
location.

Check cashing businesses are very impOltant to people that do not have some type of transaction
bank account. However , this does not describe the residents of the neighborhood surrounding this
section of Lakewood Blvd. , which is predominately occupant owned single-family residences
with some rental single-family residences. This leads me to believe that if this permit is granted
the customer b8.se will be from outside the neighborhood. If this permit is granted, I feel certain
that the business will have a detrimental effect on the local neighborhood and I urge yon to do
whatever is in your power to oppose this permit application.

Sincerely,

Carol Jeffcoate

2214 Ximeno Ave

Long Beach, CA 90815



FEE $133.

Categorical Exemption CE-

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION /ql

To: Offce 01' Planning & Research
1400 Tenth street , Room 121
Sacramento , CA 95814

From: Department of Planning & Building
333 W Ocean Blvd_ , 5th Floor
Long Beach , CA 90802

-- 

L. A. County Clerk
Environmental Filings
12400 E Impe(al Hih. 2nd Floor , Rm. 2U01
Norwalk , CA 90650

Project Hie: 

.._.___. ::_ ~~~ :.._

.c.:

':.. ~~~ ~~~

Q, 'i_----------_.._-----
Project Location -- Specific: 

:? 

:1_ ":L :L(j",
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_', _, ,-, --p.---,-- _._- --,--_.__. _..-.- --.- .-.._---

Name of Pubiic Agency Approving Project 
_"h--J;Lri..--Qf_ (J.

!:.g_._---_.._------ -------_.-
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(Printed Name) 
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LONG BE/\CH CITY F) I.AW iNC:; COMMISSION

The above pmject has been found to be exempt from CEQA in accord3nce with the State 
Cuid81ines S'Xtion

-------.--. -- -.-----------------. .-----..----.-. ---------' ------- ....

Statement of Support for this finding: -----

----- ---- ------------ --.__. ------------

Lead Agency
Contact Person: ------

--- ------ -----------..-------- 

Area Codefrelephone:

Signature: --------

---- -----------------

- Date: ----------

.--

- Title: -------

----- ---------------- 

Signed by Lead Agency

---

-'---- Signed by Applicant



Commissioner Gentile was absent and Co missioner Greenberg had
not yet arrived.

Case No. 0510- , CE 05-192 , Conditional. Use Permit

Applicant: Mike Robinson
Subject Site: 2201 Lakewood
Description: Request for a
check cashing/money trans fer
shopping center.

Blvd. (Council District 
Conditional Use Permit for a
store in a neighborhood

Steven Valdez presented the staff report recoITIDending denial of
the request since there are already numerous financial
institutions in the area , and because the use has the potential
to raise the crime rate and calls for service.

Commissioner Greenberg said he thought it unfa.lr to compare the
clientele of a traditional bank to this check cashing operation.
Angela Reynolds explained that the General Plan did not
differentiate between the uses.

Commissioner Winn pointed out that thE; check cashing use was a
valuable one for many neighborhoods and stringent conditions of
approval were always in place.

Mike Robinson , 5617 Calhoun Avenue, Van Nuys , applicant
explained that their operation was more like a bank in that
their hours of operation were similar and limited services were
offered.

Marina Miller-Foley, 13629 Rachel Road , Yucaipa , 92399, Regional
Manager , Check Into Cash , citied the safety records of their
other 150 similar operations, and noted that they served as a
payday advance service , not a check cashing service , and they
required higher financial standards of their clients while
remaining involved in cOIT11Lmity acti vi ties.

Ken Robertson , 250 Newport Center Drive , Newport Beach
Treadwell Robertson , property owner , said this upscale operation
was part of the overall improvement plan for his shopping
center.

Nate Zahn, 21::-8 Clark , neighbor , presented a petition
residents in opposition to a traditional check cashing
and asked for more time o learn about the actual uses

from area
facili ty,

planned.

Lo,:g Beach PlanD.i_ng COTi:Jln.:i SSiOI!. I'1inutes February 2, 2006 ?age 4



;:."

Dave Zahn , 2209 Lakewood BlVd. , adjacent land owner , said he didnot understand the operation type either
, but he was concernedit could create a dangerous situation for clients with 

cash.
Commissioner Greenberg said he 

felt the payroll advance
operation sounded benign but was being stereotyped as a typical
check cashing operation , and he asked for input from the Police
Department about the use.

issioner Greenber

g- 

SJtinu", the i te o t Marc, 2006 meeting in o 0 al ow the I?li nt to meet withopposi tion to explain the use and for staff to assem istof co tailored specific se. Comrni 11e Winy!e conded -- ion w h i c.h_ i s s ion e e n t: i l eabsent.

Case No. 0511-05 , CE 05--216 , Administ:t' tive Use Permi. tLocal Coastal Development 
Perrni t

Appellant: Ben KnightApplicant: Casey Kammel for Executive Fitness
Subj ect Site: 5708 & 5710 East 2 St. (Council District Description: 

Appeal oT the Zoning Ad_ministrator
decision to approve a Local Coastal Development Permit and
Administrati ve Use Permit allowing the 

establishment of a
personal training studio with spa

, massage and cosmeticcare.

Jayme Mekis presented the staff report recorl1mending denial ofthe appeal since the existing building is currently classified
as legal non-conforming Tor parking, and because this use will
generate less parking needs since the owner 

has agreed to limitthe number of on-site clients.

Ben Knight , 5700 E. 2 Street , appellant , stated he was opposedto the use because the area was underparked even if
grandfathered , and he thought the area was already saturated
with similar uses. Mr. Knight al so claimed it would be too hard
to police the limit on clients.
In response LO a query from Conmti ssioner Greenberg, 

\oho pointedout that most other permitted uses would generate greater
parking demand , Mr. Knight said he d rather see an art gallery,
consignment store or other single-clerk operation. Commissioner
Stuhlbarg noted that most single- clerk stores were not
financially viablt in that high- rent district.

Long Beach Ple.nni. ng Comlnissio r1i:lutes Feb 2, 2006 ?2.ge 5



Agenda No. Case No. 0510-
CE No. 05-192

A--
CITY OF LONG BEACH

DEPARTME NT OF PLANNING & BUILDING

333 West Ocean Boulevard , 7th Floor Long Beach , CA 90802 (562) 570-6194 FAX (562) 570-6068

ZONING DIVISION

March 2 , 2006

CHAIRMAN AND PLANNING COMMISSIONERS
City of Long Beach
California

SUBJECT: Conditional Use Permit for a check ca hing/money transfer store in 
existing neighborhood shopping c6nter(Council District 5).

LOCATION: 2201 Lakewood Blvd

APPLICANT: Permit Place
c/o Mike Robinson
10900 E. 183 Street
Los Angeles , CA 91401

N! QAIlQN

Continue the hearing to March 16 , 2006

2!,fi9_

'-;?

lQJ

Staff requests that the Planning Comnlission continue the hearing to March 16 2006 , in order to

allow suffcient time to facilitate a cornmunit l meeting scheduled on February 28 , 200S at
Stearns Park. This will also give slaff suffcient time to incorporate information presented at the
community meeting into the staff report. Additionally, it will give area residents adequate time to
respond to information presented at the meoting. The applicant has been contacted c-md has

agreed to the continuance frorn the March 2 hearing to the March 16 hearing.

Respectfully submitted

SUZANNE H\ICK
DIRECTOR OF PLAt\JNINC AND BUILDI

By 

_---

STEV) N V f.0D EZ
PLANtJER I

Approved9
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CAR9U1YNE BlfdN ZONIIt!3 ADMINISTRATOR



Mike Robinson
c:mike permitplace.
m;:

02/21/200608:29 

Please respond to mike

To: c:Steven- Valdez(Qlongbeach. gov::
cc: -:Mercedes McLemore(?longbeach.gov::

4en treadwellrobe:ison. com::

, '''

Bruce Long

-:blong checkintocash . com::
Subject: Planning Commission Meeting Move

Hi Steven
Both the owner, Ken , and Check Into Cash , agreed to your request to move the date of the meeting with
the Planning Commission to the following meeting on the third Thursday of March rather than the originally
scheduled 1 st Thursday.

I still need a definitive date , time and place for the public hearing that we need to attend. Can either you or

Mercedes provide that information to us so that we can get our people prepared?

Thanks

Mike Robinsonc:?xml:namespace prefix = 0 ns = "urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:offce f::

Permit Place , Inc.

h tt L/Vlflrw. l2ace. coIl

frj~ Qern.1Ltplace. com

18-786-8960 office

2 '1- 308-0674 cell
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AGENDA NO.

crrv OF LONG BEACH

CASE NO. 0510-12 C. 05-192

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & BUILDING

333 West Ocean Boulevard , 7th Floor Long Beach , CA 90802 (562) 570-6194 FAX (562) 570-6068

ZONING DIVISION

February 2 , 2006

CHAIRMAN AND PLANNING COMMISSIONERS
City of Long Beach
California

SUBJECT: Request for a Condition8\ Use Permit for check 
cashing/money transfer

store in a neighborhood shopping center (Council District 5).

LOCATION: 2201 Lakewood Blvd.

APPLICANT: Permit Place
c/o Mike Robinson
10900 Ea.st 183 Street
Los Angeles , CA

: g.QMJ IJQ_

Deny Conditional Use Permit.

LE.QIL GQ. E t J2l IlQN.

1. There are numerous financial institutions in the City of Long Beach
, including thirty three

(33) check cashing facilities and sixty one (61) hanks
, and credit unions , for a tot,:)1 of

ninety four (94) financial e t3blishments citywide (see attached map).

2.. The proposed use has the potential to raise the crime rate and "
calls for service" for

officers in Crime District No. 644.

3. The proposed use is located in the Land Use Development Section #8N of the

General Plan

, "

small cluster neighborhood s lOpping , V"hich calls for neighborhood

serving uses to be located in every community within % mile. 
There are currently

three (3) financial institutions within the 1! mile radius of the proposed project.
Therefore , there arE: an adequate number of financial institutions within a 

Yz mile

r2, dius of the proposed check cashing use.

BACKGROUND

The applicant , Check Into Cash , is requesting approval of a Conditional Use Permit to permit the

establishment of a money transfer business in an existing neighborhood shopping center. 

The

center consists of a five (5) suite , 6 245 square foot building that is or will be occupied by

Curves" fitness center , an Insurance Store , the UPS store , and Quiznos restaurant. The site is

located at the northwest corner of Stearns Street and Lakewood Boulevard in the Community
Automobile-Oriented (CCA) zoning district.



Chairman and Planning Commissioners
Case No. 0510-
February 2 , 2006
Page 2

C Ii eck ca s Ii I ng and money tra nsfe r bus in esses are classified in S ectio 
n 21. 15.475 of the Zon in Regulations under a broad definition of "check cashing. " According to Section 21. 32. 110

(Permitted Uses) of the City of 
Long Beach Municipal Code , the establishment of a checkcashing use in the CCA zoning district is subject to the approval of a Conditional 

Use Permit.Approval of a check cashing use is contingent upon the use meeting general requirements

, such
as being consistent with the General Pian and not being detrimentai to public heaith

, safety,general welfare , environmental quality or quality of life
, as well as special conditions listed inSection 21. 15.4 75 of the City of Long 

Beach Municipal Code.

The project was filed on November 28
, 2005 and was reviewed by the Planning Bureau

s Site
Plan Review Committee on November 18

, 2005 and again on December 20 , 2005. Staffdetermined that the use was not appropriate at the proposed location as there are currently 

three(3) financial institutions in the project area that provide the same type of service. 

Land UseSection 8N of the City
s General Plan

, "

small cluster neighborhood shopping
, classifies acommunities service area to neighborhood shopping, as 

mile. As shown on Attachment 1there are three (3) banks or credit unions within 

Y, mile of the proposed faciiity, and five (5)additional facilities just 
outside the mile radius. Land Use Section 8N, describes

neighborhood serving uses as financial institutions
, restaurants , delicatessens , and the likeHence , there are adequate financial institutions in the area to serve the 

residents of thesurrounding community.

Staff has received several phone calls from 
residents within the surrounding area 

of the
proposed check cashing facility. All phone calls were in objection to the use and one 

individualhas begun collecting signatures on a neighborhood petition against the 

USE.. As of the date ofthis letter , no petition has been received
, although staff expects to receive the 

petition prior to theFebruary 2 , m( eting date. Also , two em ails and one letter were 
received in opposition to theproposed use (see 8ttached). Issues related to property values

, loitering, and safety raised inthe letter.

A summary of the surrounding land use is as follows:

~~~ ~~~ ~~~~~~~~
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Chairman and Planning Commissioners
Case No. 0510-
February 2 , 2006
Page 3

J3B. NT P.CTION EQUESTEQ

The applicant has requested that the Planning Commission approve a Conditional Use Permit
for the establishment of a check cashing and money transfer business at the project site. 

order to approve this request , the following findings must be analyzed , made and adopted before

any action is taken to approve or deny the sub iect permit and must be incorporated into the
recOld of proceedings:

The approval is consistent with and carries out the General Plan , any applicable

specific plans such as the local coastal developrnent program and aU Zoning

Regulations of the applicable district.;

The zoning classification of the f)roject site is CCA and the Genera! Plan Land Use

Designation of the project site is 8N. The CG.A zoning district allows a check cashing

and money transfer business subject to the approval of a Conditional Use Perrnit. A
Conditional Use Permit is "consistent" when it carries out the intent of the land use

district in which it is to be located , and otherwise complies with the required findings of
the Zoning Regulations.

The 8f\! land use designation is intended to accommodate retail and services Llses

exclusively, primarily in small clusters that are widely dispersed , creating

neighborhood-serving centers for the retail needs of residents of Long Beach. A
neighborhood retail cluster is intended by this plan to be within a 1/2 mile radius of

each residence , if feasible.

The proposed use will provide 8 neighborhood service to residents within one-half

mile of the site. However , within that same one-hal: mile radius of the project site
there are three (3) credit unions , and banks according to data provided by the City 
Long Beach Business License Depa,-tnlent and the State of California Department of
Financial Institutions as shown on the attached map. Thus , the proposed use does not

provide a needeG neighborhood service since there are similar uses within the

immediate area.

The approval wil not be detrirnE: ntal to the surrOlmding cornmunityinciuding
public health , safety, general welfare , environmental qUcdity or qualiy of life;
and

The proposed use will be detrimental to the surrounding community including public

health , safety, general welfare and quality of life since the proposed check cashing

business will have the potential to raise the crime rate and "calls for service " for

officers in Crime District No. 644. In addition , according to the Police Department
check-cashing services have had a histo:y in the City of Long Beach of forgery,

identity theft , theft , and robbery crimes occurring on the premises.



Chairman and Planning Commissioners
Case No. 0510-
February 2 , 2006
Page 4

The approval is in compliance with the special conditions for the useenumerated in Chapter 21.

The following conditions shall apply to check cashing businesses:

a. Off-street parking for check cashing businesses shall be the same as fo\"
banks and savings and loans as required by Ch2,pter 21.41;

Off-street parking is required for the existing building at a rate 
of five (5)

parking spaces per one thousand (1 000) square feet of gross floor area
(GFA). The off-street parking requirement for banks , savings and loans , and
shopping centers is five (5) parking spaces per one thousand (1 000) square
feet GF"A. The existing development complies with our off-street parking
standard since the site was approved with parking conforming to a
neighborhood shopping center (Case "# 0310.. 10).

b. If established in an existing shopping center, off-st.reet parking shall be
provided as required for a shopping center by Chapter 2'1.41;

See above (a).

c. Windows shall not be obscured by placement of signs , d,lrk windo\!\i
tinting, shelving, racLs or similar obstr !ctions;

Staff is recommending denial of the request.

d. ExttH'ior phones , security hens and roB up doors sh 1! be prohibited;

SeE; above (c).

e. The floor plan shall include a customer waHingh:ervice area of sufficient
si:! to fully accommodate anticipated qlwuin lines. SUGh
wailing/service area shall provide not less than finy (50) sqlwre feet for
each teller window; and

See above (c).

f. Th( hours of operation shall be stated in the application and subject to
review.

See above (c).

!J.!2UC tiEA~1N.Q1LQJ

PI total of fifty-seven (5"7) Public Hearing Notices were mailed on January 18 , 2006 to all ownersof properties within a 300- foot radius of the project site as well as to the elected representative ofthe fifth (5th) Council District.



Chairman and Planning Commissioners
Case No. 0510-
February 2 , 2006
Page 5

REI2EVELOPMENT REVIEW

The project site is not located in a City of Long Beach Redevelopment Area.

YIIi NMENT AL REVIEVY

In accordance with the Guidelines for Implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act

(CEQft,), a Categorical Exemption (CE 05- 192) was issued for the proposed project.

!Ll OMM ENJ !=LItIA ..LAt\H 1 N .I O

Deny Conditional Use Permit.

Respectfully submitted

SUZANNE M. ICK
DIF ECTOH OF PLft,NNING AND BUILDING

By JJL

~~~

DE-t

"---' '--"--

I\pproved: 

---

CAROL YNE BIHN
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR

Attachments
1. Vicinity 

2. Plans

3. Police Department Memorandum
4. Financial Institution Map
5. Categorical Exemption 05- 1 S2
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Date:

To:

From:

Subject

City of Long _ each
Working Together to Serve

Memorandum

November 8 2005

Steven Valdez , Planner , Zoning Administration

Steven L. Ditmars , Lieutenant , Information Technology Division

2201 lakewood B!vd. (Case No. 0510-12)

After reviewing the plan submittals for the operation of a deferred deposit service

business , the following recommendations have been made in the interest of
public safety and crime prevention.

SECURiTY

" A security plan should include high-resolution surveillance cameras
at the booth(s) and cash registers.

" A ca/nera should be dedicated to the booth(s) (i.e. splitters should
not be used).

II The surveillance system should also have a rccording fu lction for
review , should a crime occur on the premises.
Signature cards with thumbprints and photographs should be
maintained for later identification for identity theft purposes.
Viewers should be installed on the interior office doors , which would

allow the employee behind the door , to verify who is on the other

side.

., 

All advertisements sl:ould be removed from the doors and windows
as well as any furniture blocking visibility into and out of the store.
All windows that have bee!" painted over should have paint removed
to expose the glass.

LIGHTING

Wall pack lighting should be installed along walls to help deter vandalism
and increase safety and security.
Avoid sodium style lighting. This lighting tends to cast shadows and
distorts colors. Metal halide , which produces a white light , is

recommended.
The parking areas should be lit to a minimum of 5 foot-candle.

MISCELLAN EOU S

There should be no exterior payphone on the site. All payphones should

be located in areas where th8re is consistent supervision.
The building address should ue clearly marked , illuminated , and kept free

from landscaping to assist with the location of the building. The address

should also be painted on the rooftop (4' dimension) in a contrasting color
to the building for air support response.
There should not be any exterior rooftop access.



November 8 , 2005

Page 2

" No loitering signs should be strategically posted throughout the site.
Applicant/Owner should participate in the L.ong Beach Police Department
Business Watch Program. Further information can be obtained by calling
the Community Relations Division at (562) 570-7215

If you require further information or need clarification , please feel free to call M.
Weber at (562) 570-5805.

SD:MJW:lTjw
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10 I BANKS AND CREDIT UNIONS ADDRESS
1 iBanco Popular North America -

1151 E 5th St2TkOeiica National Association 
50 Long Beach Blvd 

---

31Bank of America , National Association ---
15101 E 2nd St

------

Bank of America , National Association

---

12000 E Anaheim St -

------

51 Bank of America , National Association--

----

T5253 Long Beach BlvdBank ofAmeric Nationals soc iation

-- 

1101 E Willow StBank of erica , National Association 

-=--_:= 

Willow T---81 Bank of America, National J\ssociation 
13804 Atlantic Ave

T Bankof America , National Association---

---- ---

51 E Springst---

---

1 dTBank of Ame rica ationa AssociatiO

-- 

1224 0 BeliftowerBi----

----

Sankof the West ---

-- - ----

6Long Seacll Blvd
TCaliforriTa Bank & Trust---

1444 W Oce Blvd-
californIaNationaIBa-ri-------

---

l5 E Ocean BlVd--

----

CalifOrniaN3tionaTBail--

--- --- ----

576 E PacifiC CoastHwy

---
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------- --- ---
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------ - -- ---
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55iWeils Fargo Bank , National Association 12096 
Bellflowe r Blvd

56 !Wells Fargo Bank, National Association l1akewood Blvd

~~~~~ ;':

B - IVd

59\Long Beach Financial Credit Union . l434 1Oth

60 \ Southern California Postal Credit Union 12371 Grand Ave

Faemecsaod MeechantsBa'" of LoogBeach- 

-- - =---- -

130 Plne 

Av --

-- - - - -

TrfCHECK CASHING FACILlTES
- ADDRESS

llAce Cash Express Inc 
3401 E Anaheim St

2ITai S Ahn

---

6020 Long Beach Blvd
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==-=======
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26 i Pay It Back Check Cashing Inc no Pacific Ave

--_
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- _

u . - --

- --
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- - - - ---
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---
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Lani Merlina

O:Jmerlina(gverizon. net To: Steven- Valdez(gKongBeach. gov
cc: Alex Merlina o(ALEX MERLlNA(gdenso-diam. com::Subject: My statement for the 

Denial of Payday Advance Service
01/23/200601 :23 

To Steven Valdez
I would like to state my opinion regarding the proposed 

pernli t for
request to open and operate a deferred deposit service business
(otherwise known as Payday Advance Service). The project location is
2201 Lakewood Blvd

, and is located around the corner from my home.

I am a resident of the Artcraft manor neighborhood and I do not want
the proposed deferred deposit service business as a part of my
neighborhood. My reasons for my concern and support of the denial are
belm" .

. It would lower property value. I' m in support of businesses andci ty proj ects that 
improve the look and safety of my neighborhood.The prOPOsed Payday Advance Service business would do neither. Most

often I see these businesses in "
bad" - higher crime neighborhoods.. I don t want people in my neighborhood that can

t control their
finances. In my opinion

, using a Payday Advance Service is anunintelligent Use of your finances and lack of control of them.
. I have a small child and I want to do everything Possible to create
a safe neighborhood for him to grow up 

in.
You had mentioned over the phone that you believed a
the proposed permit for the deferred deposit service
2201 Lakewoad Blvd had been 

started. If you have anyabout how I can add my name please 
advise.

peti ion against
business for
information

Thanks for your
Lani Merlina

t irne

..! erlin. S igrwtwe. ipgLani tvlerlina
lmerlina verizon. net
562. 500. 4214



Subject: Permit Opposition

Donnell,

press my concern and oppositio
to a requested permit to

.; 

ness at 2201 Lakewood Blvd , in Council District 5. I am 
:n and operate a
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0 -. =D. tie in yom distrct and approximately one block from 11e pro 0 
fUeowner living
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P-g businesses 
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Commissioner Gentile was absent an Commissioner Greenberg had
yet arrived.

Case No. 0510- , CE 05-192 , Conditional Use Permi..

Applicant: Mike Robinson
Subject Site: 2201 Lakewood
Description: Request for a
check cashing/money transfer
shopping center.

Blvd. (Council District 
Condi tional Use Permit for a
store in a neighborhood

Steven Valdez presented the staff report recommending denial of
the request since there are already numerous financial
institutions in the area , and because the use has the potential
to raise the crime rate and calls for service.

Commissioner Greenberg said he thought it unfair to compa_ e the
clientele of a traditional bank to this check cashing operation.
Angela Reynolds explained that the General Plan did not
differentiate between the uses.

Commissioner Winn pointed out that the check cashing use was a
valuable one for many neighborhoods and strjngent conditions of
approval were always in place.

Mi ke Robinson S 617 Calhoun Avenue , Van Nuys , applicant,
explained that their operation was more lj_ ke a bank in that
their hours of operation were similar and limited services were
offered.

Marina Miller-Foley, 13629 Rachel Road, Yucajpa , 92399, Regional
Manager , Check Into Cash , citied the safety records of their
other 150 similar operations , and noted. that they served as 

payday advance service , not a check cashing service , and they
required higher financial standard.s of their clients while
remaining involved in community acti vi ties.

Ken Robertson , 250 Newport Center Drive, Newport Beach
Treadwell Robertson , property owner , said this upscale operation
was part of the overall improvement plan for his shopping
center.

Nate Zahn , 2158 Clark , neighbor , presented a petition from area
residents in opposition to a traditional check cashing facility,
and asked for more time to learn about the actual uses planned.

Long Beach Planning Commission Minutes February 2 , 2006 Page 4



Dave Zahn , 2209 Lakewood Blvd. , adj acent land owner , said he did
not understand the operation type either , but he was concerned
it could create a dangerous situation for clients with cash.

Commissioner Greenberg said he felt the payroll advance
operation sounded benign but was being stereotyped as a typical
check cashing operation , and he asked for input from the Police
Department about the use.

Commissioner Greenberg

!".

to continue the i tem o the March
, 2006 ing in or?er allow the app J:o m t with

opposi tion to expl . th taff to ssem - a li
of condi tions ta-Llo - for -LS use o!fiss one inn
seconded the

-=.9_ !frlissioner GentilE:_absent.

-----

Case No. 0511-'05 , CE 05-'216 , Adro.inist::cative Use Permit
Local Coastal Development Permit

Appellant: Ben KnightApplicant: Casey Kammel for Executive Fitness
Subject. Site: 5708 & 5710 East 2 St. (Council District Description: Appeal of the Zoning Administrator
decision to approve a Local Coastal Development Permit and
Adrninistrati ve Use Permit allowing the establishment of a
personal training studio with spa , massage and cosmetic
care.

ayrne Mekis presented the staff report recommending denial of
the appeal si ce the existing building is currently classified
as legal non- conforming for parking, and because this use will
generate less parking needs since the owner has agreed to limit
the number of on- site clients.

Ben Knight , 5700 E. 2 Street , appellant , stated he was opposed
to the use because the area was underparked even 
grandfathered , and he thought the area was already saturated
with simi lar uses. Mr. Knight blso cJ aimed it would be too hard
to police the limit on clients.
In response to a query from Commissioner Greenberg, Volho pointed
out t.hat most other permitted uses would generate greater
parking demand , Mr. Knight said he d rather see an art gallery,
consignment store or other single-clerk operation. Commissioner
Stuhlbarg noted that most single-clerk stores were not
financially viabl in that high- rent district.

Long B,:;ach ?lanning Corf'mission Minutes February 2, 2006 Page 5



DRAFT n c:"

DRAF
C I T Y 'I'

1 6 2 a a 6

The regular meeting of the City Planning Commission and public
hearing convened on March 16, 2006 at 1: 31pm in the City Council
Chambers, 333 W. Ocean Boulevard, Long Beach , California.

PRESEN'I' : COMMISSIONERS: Charles Winn, Charles Greenberg,
Morton Stuhlbarg, Mitch Rouse,
Nick Sramek

ABSENT: EXCUSED: Leslie Gentile , Matthew Jenkins

AC'I' ING CHAIRMAN: Charles Winn

S'I' AFF. MEt-fBERS PRESENT: Suzanne Frick , Director

Greg Carpenter, Planning Manager
Carolyne Bihn , Zoning Officer
Angela Reynolds, Advance Planning
Lynette Ferenczy, Planner
Steven Valde z , Planner

(,HERS PImSRNi Mike Mais, Deputy City Attorney
Marcia Gold , Minutes Clerk

P I, E D G E o Ii

The pledge of allegiance was led by Commissioner Sreenberg.
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Gentile and Jenkins absent.
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0. Commissioners Gentle and Jenkins were absent.
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Case No. 0507-22 , Standards Variance , Local Coastal
Development Permit , CE 05-137

Applicant: Mark Malan
Subject Site: 2533 E. 2 Street (Council Dist. 
Description: Appeal of the Zoning Administrator
decision to deny a Local Coastal Development Permit and
Standards Variances for an accessory structure located in
the front yard setback that exceeds the allowable height
and floor area.

Mark Malan , 2533 E. 2 Street , appellant , objected to
recommended continuation of his item saying he wanted
presentation.

the
to give a

Carolyne Bihn explained that the appellant had already had a
month to present revised plans based on the Corrunission
recommendations from the original hearing. Ms. Bihn added that
staff had met with Mr. Malan to discuss the issues and a
possible resolution to the conflict , but no revised plans had
yet been received, so a continuation was being requested.

Commissioner Greenberg pointed out that last-minute
presentations were not recomrnended because the Conmti,ssioners
then did not have enough time to review the material.

ComITlissioner Rouse observed that
to revise his original plans, in
them on their original merits.

maybe the appellant di. t want
which case he could re-present

?- 

s.i n e b a r:9:_ lOV c o!1!i-_

~~~~~ ..:

h (
:P 

?!_-_

Q.O e et i0g:___ ione r .re nbe r:
9_. 

s e C?..dE;sl__!.b.

:. 

h.i_c:b_ sLJ2=-.._ C()_ 9 n r:E t i

):.

? n

-- 

J e n k i 0_ r e
absent.

Case No. 0510-. , Conditional Use Permit , CE 05--- 192

Applicant: Permit Place c/o Mike Robinson
Subject Site: 2201 Lakewood Blvd. (Council District 
Description: Request for approval of a Conditional Use
Permit for check cashing/money transfer store in a
neighborhood shopping center.

Long Beach Planning Co nission Minutes March 16, 2006 Page 2



Steven Valdez presented the staff report reiterating the
previously recommended denial of the request since there are
already numerous financial institutions in the area , and because

the use has the potential to raise the crime rate and calls for
service. Mr. Valdez presented a summary of police service calls
for four similar use locations, showing that the only service
call in the past six years at the site in question was regarding
a repossessed vehicle.

Lt. Steven Ditmars, Long Beach Police Dept. , explained that even
if not criminal activity, the towing problems . took time and
attention from the police. Lt. Ditmars confirmed that these
types of service calls were no more prevalent at check cashing
facilities than they were in any high-density area.

nissioner Greenberg remarked that he didn t see any
difference in the impact of a check cashing operation vs. a

payday advance, in comparing the police information.

Lt. Ditmars stated that anecdotally he had handled various
instances at both types of facilities , and he felt they drew a
criminal element more frequently than banks because of the cash
being exchanged and the perception that banks were better
prot.ected.

Commissioner Rouse cor ented t.hat many other
dispensed cash , and it. was difficult. to deny
because of a perception t.hat. customers could
victims.

businesses
this one its
become crime

rights

Acting Chairman Winn added that he felt this was a necessary
service since many residents did not have bank accounts and that
the CUP would mandate security t. this site.

Lt. Ditmars stated that if the request was approved,
recorrunended requiring a security guard.

he strongly

Mike Robinson , 5617 Van Nuys Blvd. , Van Nuys, applicant
representative , discussed the community meeting they had held.

COM issioner Greenberg suggested adding a condition requiring a
review of the use s safety record with the Poli e Department and
the possible requirement of a security guard.

Marina Miller- Foley, 13629 Rachel Road, Yucaipa, 92399,
applicant representative , agreed to that condition , noting that
security guards were always in their other locations to protect

ong Beach Planning Comntissj on tvinu tes larch 16, 2006 Page 3



customers and employees. Ms. Miller-Foley added that they were
only planning on being open limited hours Monday through
Saturday, and that the amount of cash given to customers was
limited by corporate rules.

Commissioner Greenberg . moved to approve
Permit , with an additional condition to

--------.

six months and yearly thereafter to the

.Qirector of Planning and Building.

the Conditional Use
require a review after
satisfaction of the

Commissioner Sramek said he felt this type of business would be
an attractive nuisance and a risky proposition , so he would not
support the motion.

issioner Stu)1l Eg_ onde motion , saying that oulc:
l!pp ed for e gi !l_ ed hou s of

questign

'?_- 

call

_- 

..h ion p_ sed
i t h C o s s n e S r ame i. eI2:t_ ng_ C ommi I1j: 1 e

~~~

Jenkins were absent.

------ ----.--.--- -------------

Case No. 0509-09
Standards Waiver

Site Plan Review , Lot Merger
Standards Vari ance , ND 02 - 06

Sig-

Applicant: Highland Canvash , LLC c/o Alal! Burks
Subject Site: 4000-4040 Atlantic: Ave. (Council District 
Description: Request for approval of Site Plan Review
Lot Merger, Sign Standards Waiver for signage located above
the awning, and a Standards Variance to construct a one-
story, 11, 843 sq. ft. cOMnercial building with a request to
locate a two-way driveway on Marshall Place with a reduced
setback from the intersection of Atlantic Avenue and an
architectural element over 28' in height.

Lynette Ferenczy presented the staff report recommending
approval of the requests since the proposed building was
consistent with special development standards and the North Long
Beach Design Guidelines for cormnercial development; and because
the proj ect would remove a nonconforming auto- related use and
repJ ace it with a conforming commercial use with code- required
parkjng while minimizing pedestrian conflicts with the reduced
drivev-lay setback and enhancing the corner (lement of the
building with the over height architectural element.

Alan Burks , 235 E. Broadway # 4 a 6 , proj ect architect, responded
to a concern of Commissioner Greenb ' s regarding potential
vandalism , saying that any problems would be fixed immediately.
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Commissioner Stuhlbarg mov d to certify Mitigated Negative
Declaration 02- 06 and to approve the Lot Merger, Site Plan
Review , Sign Standards Waiver and Standards Variance requests
subj ect to conditions. Commiss ioner Sramek seconded the motion
which passed 5-0. Commissioners Gent le and Jenkins were
absent.

----

PRESENTATION - PrE.liminary Downtown Visioning Tool

Suzanne Frick presented a new computer modeling program with
three-dimensional maps of existing buildings and landmark
structures to illustrate the overall low scale of current
development in the City. Ms. Frick then proj ected an image of
how the City would look if all the proj ects in development were
approved and built , noting that this exercise demonstrated the
need to evaluate whether additional density requirements were
necessary in the downtown area , saying staff would be looking
for input from the Commission and pubL. c on the matter.

PRJ SENT.A1:ION -. Press 'l'elegl' m. Lofts Project

Jim Brophy, Managing Partner, October Five Development, LLC
stated that the proj ect would address the need for affordable
entry- level housing in the City while demographically connecting
the different areas of the downtown area

Mark Donahu , 1278 E. Steet, Oakland, project designer,
presented a model of the proposed proj ect along with elevations
and a site plan , and outlined the basis for the various design
elements.

Commissioner Sramek said he had no problem with the number of
condominiums planned, but was leery about the height of the
proj ect , which he thought could be precedent-setting and might
lead to similar development in the area , compromising views on a
large scale. Mr. Sramek said he didn t want to see spot zoning,
but agreed the Press-Telegram building had to be preserved.

Commissiocler Greenberg said he had doubts about committing to
the proj ect before it was further defined , and he expressed
strong concern about why there was such a decrease in the
parking requirements , suggesting that first a sector-wide
analysis be done to test impacts if density was increased. Mr.
Greenberg also said he felt the height and density at the core
of the building was acceptable as long as it was well-planned
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and would produce an urban infrastructure in the area. He added
that he felt there was a definite need for this type of housing.

COITis s ioner Rouse applauded the quality of the proj ect but
noted that the mass and density looked out of place in this
location; however, he agreed that as development moved up from
Ocean Avenue , Pine was probably the most appropriate and
inevitable location for these larger developments. Mr. Rouse
also expressed concern about the parking issue , citing the heavy
demand for the urban loft units.

COITissioner Stuhlbarg pointed out the urgent need for
affordable housing for local university and medial staff , and

suggested that special units be set aside for these types of
employees. Mr. Stuhlbarg added that he wasn t concerned about
the mass and density of the structure but rather the impact of
the additional traffic on local streets.

Acting Chairman Winn declared the proj ect looked terrific, and
he was not concerned about the height or density either , but

observed that it would only be economically feasible to build
this kind of massive building without supporting parking if it
was pedestrian oriented , with specially reserved areas for those
types of co!nmercial uses.

Jim Hansen , 651 - 5 th Street, Hermosa Beach , 90254 , Economic
Development Direct.or , Downtown Long Beach Association , said t.hat
their Board had not yet. taken a position on t.he proj ect, but
said he felt. that so far it. was consistent. wit.h t.heir goals-- and
creative and visionary-- and would take development. up Pine
Avenue.

M A. T T E R S

There were no matters from the audience.

MI). 'l' F' l 0 M
N D

E D o F

Greg Carpenter introduced Cuentin Jackson ne\'1 planner-

S F '1' H E

Commissioner Greenberg noted
cashing operations but that.
Depart.ment didn t. like them

that he had nothing against. check
because the st.aff and Police
there was never enough evidence
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presented to
and he asked
presented in

the Commission to allow
that more site- specific
these types of cases in

The meeting adj ourned at 3: 35pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Marcia Gold
Minutes Clerk
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CITY OF LONG BEACH
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND BUILDING

333 West Ocean Boulevard - 5th Floor Long Beach

Attachment #3
APPLICATION FOR APPEAL

An appeal is hereby made to Your Honorable Body from the decision of the
( )Zoning Administrator on the \ to day of f'c&\ 18 a.OO(c.

i: Planning Commission

APPELLANT: Lo.Y' Me. (" \,

APPLICANT: 'Pe.'I ?\Qt. e./ K.\ \Q Ro'c\n
Project address: QO , LQ,

\\.

Permits requested: Lond, t\ t') ?e.
Project deSCription: V-.

,I 

YYa S- \Ie.. S 

--e.y 0'510- ''' O- ",q;i'''o''''d '5 ""IW

Reason for appeal: e.V\\ Oy\V'\O' V\ 

"' 

OY'\'\

G9 P 1\ \ to '5 \ \Q" r ",o.\"(' iaJ i Y\S t.L!.!hrns (0 P Ion (\ \ V\ LoVV \

\('

"IC Ii\.' Dl oJ 0) G-i

~. 

l"bpo t ,u 5'5QQ \/oock-vl' A"IC\ c ,O'
Your appellant herein respectfully requests that Your Honorable Body reject the decision of the ()
Zoning Administrator or ( Planning Commission and ( ) approve or tv deny this application.

Signature of Appellant: 

Print name of Appellant: LQ.\t IV 

\ \ 

Mailing Address: P- ?efft?V"cc

Phone No. ) 500- LtD) 

A \.Ie e. CA 90815

Note: Please be sure to review the filing instructions on the reverse side of this form. A filing
fee may be required.

----------------------

=====ST AFF USE ONL 

y======================

Case No. Date: /Z=1 /ye"

Application complete: U s () No

Counter Staff:

Filing Fee Requir


