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ell hath no fury like a
woman rower
scorned.

Or at least not one who
believes that a good portion
of the Alamitos Bay waterway
where the rowers train and
compete between the Davies
Bridge on Second Street and
the Long Beach Yacht Club —
a stretch also used by kayak-

KRIKORIAN ~ silver

boaters — is going to be

three-time Olympie rower
who at the 1976 Montreal
Games became the first Amer- Bay, I
ican female to medal in the
DOUG sport when she earned a

normally a soft-spoken,

four sections
of Alamitos

couldn’t
believe this
was the same

in the single scull, is
sweet, gentle,

mild-mannered person of even-tem- < -
exemplary composure. pered lady I'd  Van Blom
interviewed

narrowed up to 90 feet if the

city of Long Beach has its voiee

But when she called to

her complaints about .
Well, actually, she was, but

on occasions across the years.

a dignified demeanor, was
.steadfast in her objections,
firm in her complaints and

resolute in her outrage. .

“Long Beach designates
itself as the ‘Aquatic Capital
of the World,’ and yet it
would liké to take away two
acres of waterway that would
cause horrible crowding and
even be quite dangerous,”
says Van Blom, who resides

John Van Blom, in Belmont
.Heights.

“This definitely will take .
away needed racing and . . -,
practice lanes, and will have

v a negative effect on the four
rowing entities that use them
on a regular basis ~- the Long
Beach Rowing Association,
the Long Beach Junior Crew,
the Long Beach State men
and women rowing teams

ers, canoeists, paddleboarders,
dragon boaters, swimimers, .
sail boaters, small boaters, big Indee

way.

the Marine Bureau’s proposed

expansion of boat slips and

d, Joan Van Blom, a docks

in the basins three and
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-and the Célifornia Adapted
Rowing Program for the-
‘physically. challenged. _
“Rut it's just-riot the rowing
community that will be .
impacted. Ii's all the other
peoplé who use the waterway.
You take away almost
100,000 square feet of water,
and there are, suddenly,
going to be safety issues
because everyone is going to
be all:bunched’ dp in a dra-
matically smaller area.”
The sporting world is §pin-
ning. crazily. ot .of control.
Manny Ramirez haughtily
declines a.two-year, $45 mil-
lion contract offer from the
Dodgers — and then, of .
course, blithely declines.a .
onesyear $25 million offer
from the same team. A 6:foct,
245-pound Pittsburgh Steeler
linebacker hamed James
Harrison returns an intercép-
tion 100 yards in the Super
Bowl with o time left in the
first half arid ‘bounds irito ‘the
end zone for what turned otit -
to be a.game-deciding toush-+
down, Alex Rodrigtez; aka .
A-Rod, has a pejorative new
‘nickname — A-Roid. And no
the Aguatic Capital of the.
World apparently would 1ikd] .
. to-extend docks on a poptilary
Wwaterway — and even-build 4
~ new one next'to the Long .. °
Beach:Yacht Club — even .
though;, according to-J, oan-
Van Blom, it will cause'a
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- Beach’s inarinas atid:bea
" who's overseeing. the: pr

eh, folly. - into-the’ggoteric

- mark because-of it having:

back to you,” hé promised.”
“Frém our perspective,
we're designing the marina to

* cover up space that isn’t'in.

use at this.time,” says Mark"
Sandpval, managerof Tong:

il

posed project. “It’s not.Sorhe-
thing they (the rowers) have
access to anyway.” ... . -
-Joan Van 'Blom-disagrees.
. “We feel vilated and
ignored;”.says Van.: Blom, “

understand it’s being done:to

raise more money for the city. Alaiiit

But aren’t there other' ways
they: can raise inoney?”

. Well, for sute, one way is
for those sophisticated econo-
mists at City Hall wha
invested -$25.8 million: with.
Lehman Brothers a. wéek,
before it filed: for bankruptcy
to be slightly more ¢areftl in
their next brilliant. foray — .

. world 'of -high financ

Joanl Van Blomi alsg Won-
ders about the legality-of -

Sandoval’s plan, considering
Marine Stadium long-ago was- |

designated an historie land- . |
been the
the-19

. .other: people Wwill Hombard

-+ Just'not right. 1t fea

vénus for

this version of Joan SS. .
Blom, albeit still maintaining

with her husband, four-time

Olympic rowing competitor DOUG/B6
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within its power to- make-sure’
theréreohtimies to be‘enohgh -
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Vati- Blomiwhins
in Masters towing: gveits ard
is a lifetini fber of ‘the'’ -

" Long Beach: Rowing #Associa:

tion because of her Olympic
involvement. "* © -
“I'm really disheditehed .-
that we're facing the prospect’
of losing-so much spage. It's -
v, ahgers

mé..." L
No kidding; ",
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Laurence B. Goodhue
P.O. Box 14464
Long Beach, CA 90803
Cristyl Meyers
Howard D. Russell
Re:  Your Records Request Dated February 10, 2009 i Shin
Our File No.: A09-0047] - oz

Theodore B. Zinger

Dear Mr. Goodhue:

In response to your request for records dated F ebruary 10, 2009, Mr. Sandoval does
not have any re . 1ds. We interpreted your request broadly to include any
public records that the City may have that relate to your request, and copies are
attached to this response. As you may know, the City is currently preparing an
environmental impact report that will address historical resource issues. Additional
documents and other information may be generated in this process.

Very truly yours,”
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